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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


The séance for physical phenomena, which Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle attended at Cardiff on the 14 
ШЕ has been the subject of so many reports and di 
tussions in the general Press, that it is unnecessary ti 
do more than offer some comments on the matter her 

Е First, we notice that the medium was Mr. Tom Thomas, 
№ tle collier, of Penydaren, whose powers as 3 physical 
| tedium were only attained by years of training and 
development in a circle of men and women earnestl; 
devoted to the work of supplying the world with thos 
pliysieal evidences which are still needed by 
Кенан. We observe that amongst the sitt 
бише Mr. Lee Joseph, J.P., Mr. David Wil 
КОБЕ Chief Constable of Cardiff, Superinten 
Harrison, and, we believe, one other representa 
the forces of Law and Order. We are assured 
{шу and the other fifteen or sixteen people present 
Were satisBed of the genuineness of the manifestations 
аз many others before them, sitting with the 
medium, have been satisfied. Having read the account 
on its first appearance we waited next for the howls of 
indignation which it would excite. The howls were dul 
forthcoming. People who had but the vaguest notion 
of the whole matter and its true meaning burst into the 
newspapers snorting and bellowing their wrath and 
indignation ; which is all to the good. The su 
Which had been killed so many times had con 
ап and was in a manner laughing at them 


1 


erstition 


ne t 


* + + 


Tt would be waste of time to go over the questions 
ind comments offered by the opposition. Some of them 


[ are so absurd as to suggest that many of the critics did 
Сто even stop to think what they were writing about, 
j I \ 


for û few minutes’ reflection would have enabled them 
to answer many of their own questions and objections. 


№ the " Daily Mail'' of the 19th ult. Sir Arthur 


Cian Doyle points out that the phenomena he 
witnessed are '" very elementary and only useful as 
forming a final argument against materialism by show- 
img that there are unquestionably powers, and 
intelligent powers, outside our ordinary senses." 
) That puts the matter in a nutshell, and answers resms 
of questions and criticisms from the unintelligent 
powers who live entirely in the radius of their very 
mary senses. In the “ Evening News," in an 
interview ziven to Mr. W. MeCartney, Sir Arthur ex- 
Zpanded his explanation, and we give some extracts from 
the interview on another page. Something like a mild 
| counterblast is provided in the same issue of the 
“Evening News '" by Mr. Arthur Machen in his 
review. of the book, '' Future Life," translated from 
the French by Louis Elbé. Mr. Machen leads off with 
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INTERVIEWS WITH SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE, 


As mentioned in Notes by the Way, Sir Arthur Conan 
m 


Doyle. has been interviewed by epresentative of the 


Evening New on the t his account in the 
Cardiff Western Mail of a recent séance for physical 
phenomena in that town We ive the folowing 
quotation 

The demonstrations [said Sir Arthur] are simple first 


lessons Гһеу are the elementary step Thousands of 


people come to my meetings already holding the faith that 


after lile the soirit survive and I tell them as plainly as 
I сап that our religious beliefs are justified by what I state 
to be inecontrovertible evidence of survival. There is more 


than the body : and without qualification I state now that we 


have proof of communication after death 
I have been going about the country addressing meet 


ings at which there was not an inch of room to spare rhe 
sudiences have been extraordinarily large. It would be a 
mistake to talk of the people as enthusiastic That is not 
the word They, if I may say so have been reverent 
Wherever ou go you find them serious and anxious 


wanting light and comfort 
& hr hi nt Writes the interviewer) to the point 
I had wished to place before Sir Arthur 

He is one of the famous of war historians and 


these histo ns want first-hand evidence and documents tor 
everything that they put on paper They approach their 
pretty much as j e does his Then Sir Arthur's 
tive stories have | ] him in the estimation of the 
as one of the keenest of analyt our time 
suggested that the ordinary n tl 1 ‹ 

ect 


stonished when he found Sir Arthur € 
h incidents as that at Cardiff. I added that I had 


such people that he neve i 1 t 1‹ on in ver ге ‹ 
vague and stately words, but e down fir1 th« ‹ 
сагі English m which he v ‹ so that every mar nd 
woman could tand his bold meanin 
That uth exactly he replied 1 s 7 
$8 у { ls t ] 
belie І 0 ‹ 
у ne ott 11 Е 
vie е ех 
Then vou don't oppose Uhr nity 
Oppose it he (Sir Arthur) « med I 
endeavouring to restore it This is € tianity w h ł 
been manghd bevond recognitior This re es 
Christianity with prox and rv 
present divorced 
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CHRISTIAN CIENCE. 
From Mr, Charles \. J. Tennant District. Mana 


the Christian. Science Committees on Publication w« 


received the following 


Mr. B, M. Godsal, writing from San Diego in Liom 
February Ise (р 39) asks “ why it is that Christian бое 


which relegutes so much of human experience to the del 


of mortal mind, has had such a vogue The Ice 
the movement is due to the fact that М: Iddy 
covered the divine Principle which lay at the bacl 
healing and reformatory work of the prophets, Jesu 
disciple ind the early Christian It is a historical 


that spiritual healing was carried on by the Churcl 
the third century, and that the dead were raised | 
early Christians as late as 255 A.D., according to Gibl 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire." 
lhat these works were intended to be continued fc 


time is quite clear from the words of our Master 

that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do à 
and greater works than these shall he do." These wor 
were evidently done through the spiritual understanding 
divine Principle, and not through the agency of the can 
or human mind, for to the carnal or human mind exister 


seems material lhe five physical senses can take 
God, Spirit. 1 


cognisance of that which is spiritual 


perceptible to them; this is precisely why St. Johy 
Love not the world, neither the things that are и 
world For all that is in the world, the lust 


flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life 
the Father (Spirit), but is of the world (carnal mind) 

The Mind of Christ is the only Mind by which Go 
be known- hence St, Paul's admonition, ** Let this n 
їп you which was also in Christ Jesus.’ Chr 
Science reveals how to obtain this divine Mind, and tl 
overcome the false beliefs of the carnal or human 1 

In your issue of the 15th Mr. Wake Cook makes 
aspersions with regard to Christian Science, which I 
you will also grant me space to refute. 

He affirms that Christian Science is powerless in 
cases, This is not so, as its divine Principle and rule ne 
vary, and are able to meet and destroy every d 8 
every circumstance when properly applied 

Our critic takes objection to Christian Science 


God to a Principle.’ Let us examine the word Prin 
It means cause, origin, source. Can God be co: € 
as anything less? There is no question of reducing 
from something greater to something less in design 
divine Principl This name for God gives one 
clearer sense of His immutable, immortal, eternal na 

Christian Science does not work through the exe 
the hi n mind in what is termed suggestion и ng 
sick $ our critic supposes It works tl упо 
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THE PASSI 


х OF MR. J. J. MORSE. 


After nearly fifty years of arduous work as a medium and 
trauce speaker Mr. J. J. Morse has passed to the better 
lund. The news, which reached us by telegram on Thursday 
the 20th ult., came with a sense of shock, for although he 
had been visibly failing for some months, all his friends 
were hopeful that he would live to see the completion of 
fifty years of labour in October next, and a movement was 
on foot to offer him a national testimonial when that 
anniversary was reached, as mentioned in Ілснт of 
February 15th (p. 56). It would not be easy to appraise the 
yalue and volume of the work he achieved in the presentation 
of а sound and practical philosophy of Spiritualism, or to 
over-estimate the service he rendered to the movement by a 
feurless advocacy of its principles in the old days wher it 
was a very Ishmael amongst the faiths and philosophies of 
the time—a voice crying in the wilderness. On this subject 


we shall have more to: say later. In the meanwhile our 
sympathies go out to Miss Florence Morse, his daughter and 


only child, herself a weil-known medium. Аз will be 
remembered, Mrs. Morse passed over, after a long illness 
consequent on shock from air-raids, in November, 1917. 

We take the following items of his biography from “ The 


Mysteries of Mediumship," a series of interviews with 
mediums published in Ілсит in the year 1394. 
Mr. Morse was born in 1848, losing his mother four 


years later. Six years after that event his father also died 
leaving the ten-year-old boy “* at the mercy of the worid, 
penniless, and with scarcely a friend." An 
charge of him, and he was sent to sea. 
words in the interview : 


uncle took 
To adopt his own 


“After a few trips I met with an accident, and being 
in consequence discharged on the Tyne with only ten 
shillings in my pocket, I arrived in London with sixpence 
left, and so ill that I could scarcely stand. My friends, 
if I can call them so, roundly asserted that I had run away 
from my ship, and would have nothing to do with me The 
next six months of my life were spent in a public infirmary. 
On my recovery I got employment at a City public-house, a 
Circumstance which, without going into details, I may say 
led to my first practical acquaintance with Spiritualism ” 


The circumstance to which he alludes was a visit to Mrs. 
Hopps, the mother of the Rev. John Page Hopps (afterwards 
80 well known as a preacher and writer) who at that time 
Kept a haberdasher’s shop near the tavern at which Mr. 
Morse was employed. Entering the shop he found Mrs. 
Hopps discussing Spiritualism with a customer, and with 
the levity of youth he remarked to the old lady, ** You are 
not such a fool as to believe that stuff, surely." She 
answered him quietly, and after some conversation she lent 
him a couple of books on the subject. These made a great 
impression on his mind, and receiving later an introduction 
to Mr. Cogmam, a veteran worker, he attended his frst 
séance. here were physical manifestations. and his 
attitude towards these was of the kind usual in the case of 
the ordinarv observer new to the subject—one of contem pt 
dislike and bewilderment. But later in the proceedings he 
Was the subject of the first attempt to submit him t 
entrancemeat. The results were naturally disorderly. and 
he shouted and performed many antics. ** perfectly conscious 
Of my absurd behaviour but quite unable in any way to 
control my actions." When he came to himself, he 
apologised io Мг. Состав, who “ smilingly accepted my 
apologies, said he was used to that sort of thing, and 
asked me to come again, whilst I was registering a mertal 
Yow not to do so.” 

To abbreviate a long and interesting story, Mr. Morse was 
in due course developed as a trance medium and | 
deliver sermons and addresses, which gradually 
level of excellence that amazed his hearers, 
phenomenon was witnessed by several men distingui 
their intellectual power—the late Serjeant Cox was one of 
them. He dealt easily and ably with the 
philosophica! questions with a range and depth of th 
mastery of diction quite astonishing. The Press of 
took a great deal of notice of these orations і 
like the “Daily Telegraph" and the **Christian World i 
lengthy reports. He made his first sustained address under 
Control in April, 1570, in the Hall of the St. John's Associates, 
Ülerkenwell The first regular Sunday service address to 
Spiritualists was in the old Cavendish Rooms three nths 
later. In course of time he learned something of the “power 
behind." The chief control stated that he was “ Tien Sien 
Tie." a Chinese mandarin of the second class, living on earth 
in the reign of the Emperor Kea-Tsing; he has more than 
Once given a long and interesting account of his life in 
China some three centuries ago, his transition to spirit life 
and his association with a large group of spirits who made it 
their business to work in co-operation in various ways to stem 
the flood of “ materialism and dissatisfaction with the 
accepted teachings in this world, and that disbelief in the 
ammortality of the soul which was rapidly spreading 
amongst the people who were considered the most religious and 
most civilised on this planet." It appeared that there were 
in all a hand of twelve spirits, mostly of Eastern nationalities 
associated directly with Mr. Morse’s mediumship. Опе oí 
those best known to Mr. Morse's many friends was * The 
Strolling Player ?'—а man who on earth was what we should 


most 
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now call а ** barnstormer " ; he had а sad life and a tragic 


death, perishing by the roadside, of « 


stitution * Keenly 
witty, shrewd and vivacious,” the ‘ Strolling Player 
supplied the humour and lighter elements in the discourses, 
and more than once he has told the story of his life in Lrenr. 
Such a moving document has seldom been put on record. 


The older generation of Spiritualists are well familiar with 
it To the younger 1eration the wonderful record of 
Mr. Morse’s life and experiences, the splendid quality of the 
teachings given through him, especially in the ‘eighties 

addres which were models of literary grace combined with 
a rare depth of wisdom—are not so well known. In those 
far away days the present writer often heard and reported 
these addresses, and many of them are buried in old tiles of 
LicuT, “ The Two Worlds," and other journals. But 
although their direct appeal has passed, the teachings have 
gone far and wide over the earth, and have had and still 


have a livinz influence on the г ls of iy to-day. Both 
the principal controls, “ The Chinese Philosopher " and 

Ihe Stroliing Player have revealed then es as actual 
living characters, and in their communications have given 
such a wealth of information concerning their lives as men 
and afterwards as spirits, the conditions of the world in 


which they now live, the 
with earth, 


odes and methods of communication 

i all be gathered to-day into prir ted 

volumes would amply suffice to answer every diificulty and 

solve every problem that we have yet seen raised in 

connection with what to most of the world is still, alas! a 
new revelation. 


at и 1t cou 


Since writing the foregoing we learn that Mr 
taken ill on the 18th, the nature of 
difficult to diagnose, but ийи 
dance decided that it was a sh 
effect on the heart was fatal 


Morse 
s disorder being 

the doctor in atten- 
› attack of influenza. Its 
after noon on the 19th Mr 


first 


Morse became unconscious and sank rapidly, and at about 
half past six passed quietly away 
THE REINCARNATION PROBLEM. 


While thanking Mr. G 


to my 


question as ) 


the Baptist, I « 

take it that he believes that 

as John, also that, after John's deat 

Jesus on the Mount of the Transt 

character of John, but in that of 

plays many part while гет 

through then his se € 
alternatives 1) t t ego in ques firs 


INDIAN Prays.—Under the auspices of the Unior 
and West, two Jnd plays were pr € 
Theatre, Panton-st WwW ] 


wifely dev 
second was $ 
Queen," 
description g 
Jinar: 


hing 
something tl 
our morality 
it is а sur 
but her 
while I 


» listens 


She leaves him to s 
leaves the channel of love 
that of war and conquest 
so is he in his martial valour 1 
in a great cataclysm his quee 
Jinarajadasa points out that o 


plays is the sunreme spiritual beauty 
this respect his women characters stand in 
to the men. 
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MORSE: IN MEMORIAM. 


ir as it 1$ en to few men to achieve l'ew 


men, indeed, could have toiled so hard and done so much 


even to st the [ sonal ¢ but 
trance medium, whose career in Spiritualism 
to the late ‘sixties of last century, laboured 
and for humanity 

We have given on another page a brief outline ot 
his career—the full tale of it would fill many of our 
pages and greatly surprise thousands of those new 
comers to | зусшса! inquiry who, kni wing the name of 


И | 
J. J. Mor в, 


ledge was more 


know little more of him. 
in the earlier 
when, as we have 


A publie know- 
observable days of his 


mission, over forty years ag Ipen- 


tioned elsewhere, his trance-addresses were noticed 
the popular Press and attracted the special attention 
of some of the more intelligent minds of that period 
It was not that the interest in his work waned. It 
became more cont entrated. The message 1е delive red 
went home to the hearts of thousands all parts of 
the world: the average man who represents the great 
mass of the community gave J. J. Morse and the mcve- 
ment he represented a cursory glance and returned to 
more congenial pursuits. The message was not for the 
ordinary man—at that stage. 
interest was a sustained one were a 
little more than the average—they had some dim 
' sense of eternity," and followed the light more for 
itself than for the strangeness of its appearance and the 
On this head we need say little 
Tributes and reminiscences from 


Those whose 


wonder of its source 
more at present. 
those who knew him and followed his career will later 
assist us to present a more living picture of the man and 
his work. The outlines, of course, will be a little 
blurred. Time has done its work on the record, but it 
has only scattered the husks. The seed has been 
carefully garnered, and all the gains conserved. 

Let us only add now a few details omitted in our 
obituary notices in other columns 

Mr. Morse, in the ‘seventies of last century, was 
the founder of the Progressive Literature Agency which 
he conducted for many years; he was assistant editor 
of Тлонт; he was acti in the founding of е 
1 Press Association and did much work 
correspondent of other journals of the time, The 
Medium and Daybreak," '''The Herald of Progress," 
and '' The Banner of Light amongst the number. 
Of the last named journal (a New York pubi'ca- 
tion) he was for editor during his stay 
in the United States, over which he travelled, 
on lecturing tours, several times At the time 
of his death he had been for many years 
editor of “ The Two Worlds a position in which 
he followed the late Mr. E. W. Wallis, who left that 
journal to take the post of assistant editor of Ілонт in 
the year 1899. 

Much remains to be said, but not now We stay 
this point to salute the veteran who has passed He 
which for many of us it Is 
But he has gone out full ripe 


Psychologica 


some time 


at 


has gone out of a world 
harder to live than to die 
for the change having done in the fullest measure the 
tusk assigned to him and left a record that, although 
it may not be always associated with his name, will keep 
his work in perpetual remembrance 

The sweetest Nune dimitti 


inan hath obtained worthy ends,’’ and with our departed 


canticle is ° when a 


syllabus of meetings, classes, &c., apply to the 


friend the ends he served were of tl al 
is a worker for h nit He died in 7 
m ti ng ghb is ended ind the dav ] bı 
We n bid m not on Good-b і 


THE CHURCH AND PSYCHIC SCIENCE, 
In The Church Family Newspaper of the 14] 
appe wed a letter from Mr. К. Bligh Bond uthor of 
Gate of Reriembrance ) fror vhich we take the foll 
ext ts 
Prison AS TRAINING COLLEGE 
My attention has been drawn to the following an 


announcement on the part of the Central Board of Fir 


of the Church of England 


An arrangement has been made whereby Knut 
Prison, Cheshire, would be taken over as a training-plac 
the clergy Five hundred шеп could be trained 


forthwith 


In other words, it is proposed to throw an army ot 1 
or less sensitively organised men, spiritually untrained 
undefended by acquired stability, into an environment 
ing with the atmosphere of misery and habitual crimina 
h a material entourage of a chilling and depres 
nature. 

The Church is supposed to believe and 
reality of worlds unseen, of the power ot thought 
spiritual influence for good or ill, the power of ргауе 
existence and power of spiritual evil and temptation 
conducts her services in buildings designed to create 
reserved to store, the atmosphere of devotion. She aff: 
to believe in the reality of their influence for zood 

But every truth has its inverse, and to hold the 
whilst denying the other is unreal and insincere. 

Offieials are often Sadducees, and Church officials 
their methods and policy are apt to give this impress 
Quite material things, like money, they сап арргесц# 
They will even credit it with a spiritual power. Ош 
their own official pamphlets speaks of ‘‘ the finances of t 
Kingdom of Heaven.” Also, they would probably be вош 
enough on such questions as the desirability of avoiding th 
use of derelict cancer hospitals for the purpose of traing 
places for clergy; but where matte rs of business organisati 
impinge upon the domain of spiritual principles, they um 
blind guides. 


to preach 


5 


THE NOVELIST AND PSYCHICAL EVIDENCES, 


Mrs. Philip Ch. de Crespigny, herself a well knom 
novelist, writes: 

The article by Helen Mathers in last week's 'ssuei 
yet another voice from the army of thinkers to whom th 
truths of Spiritualism make an irresistible appeal. Som 
people argue that witness from a maker of novels is worth 
less, as the lively imagination of a writer of fiction mut 
be considered an adverse factor in the trustworthy natur 
of the testimony. This argument is generally brought 
forward by persons who have no imagination themselves, ani 
are consequently quite incompetent to give an opinion. 

The nov« an expert on imagination, and hs 
reduced it to the position of servant. No one knows better 
how to call 1t into play, or to relegate it to the background 
no one is in a position to recognise with greater accura 
when it is playing a part unasked. А novelist’s imagini 
tion is a well-trained instrument, under control, and a 
instrument, moreover, about which the man of so-called 
‘common-sense,’ talk he never so glibly, knows little or 
nothing. A man with no sense of taste might as well object 
to the ruling of one more completely developed, on the 
score that with so active an appreciation of flavours he is 
more apt to be mistaken than a man with none, 

‘Therefore the experiences of the writer of * Comin 
thro’ the Rye’ have more than common interest and am 
another tribute to the altrnistic quality in the urge of 
Spiritualistic beliefs, which would share with others the 
treasure trove, although it should entail the laying bare o 
innermost enambers of the heart." 


WHEN you pray, '* Thy Kingdom come," you either wan 
it to come or you don't If you don't, you should not pray 
for it If you do, you must do more than pray for it—yo 
must live for it, and labour for the Kingdom of God 
RUSKIN. 

Tue Direct Уос ar THE THOMAS Seances,—Severi! 
newspapers record the fact that the brothers Thomas gat 

another successful séance " on Friday, the 21st ult., at 
Pontypridd. It is further stated that in two instances thi 
direct voices of the guides of the medium were heard. W 
solemn antiphons of the ve пош | 
to а benighted public the explanatio? 
omething which only they could haw 


now listen for the 
fraternity proclaiming 
of ventriloquism, a 
thought of 


March 1, 1919.) 


RECONSTRUCTION AND THE CHURCHES. 
By THE Rev. Erus G. ROBERTS, M.A. (Oxon). 


Mr. Wake Cook's article in LIGHT of February 15th will 
doubtless be favourably received by a considerable section of 
your readers, that is to say by progressive members of the 
Churches. In what follows I write not as a critic of the 
article, but as desirous to call attention to certain highly 
important factors in the problem he suggests. ү 

Mr. Bernard Sickert, in the “ English Review.” 
justly and pertinently pointed out that the teaching of the 
Church has been completely revolutionised in the last thirty 
years. Much, therefore, of the criticism aimed against it is 
irrelevant and indeed misleading. Does anyone in the 
present-day teach the old doctrines of hell-fire and the total 
depravity of man? If so I imagine that he does so to 
empty benches. 

I should be greatly surprised if I found that any modern 
divine would agree to the statement that Christ preached 
eternal torments. Even thirty years ago such a declaration 
would be hotly contested by Greek scholars of such calibre as 
F. W. Farrar, to say nothing of others. And criticism has 
advanced with giant strides since the days of Farrar. The 
reat danger at present is quite in the opposite direction. 
Bonos selected from the “ Letters from Julia ” hits the 
point to a nicety : ‘‘ People don't believe in the hell of fire any 
more, and they have by their recoil forgotten that there is 
а real hell." Here lies one of the great weaknesses of 
modern preaching. 

The fault of the modern Churches is not that they teach 
eternal punishment or an infallible Bible, but that they are 
throwing away the baby with the bath water, and drifting 
into mere negations. One can hardly take up a copy of the 
religious weeklies without finding a lament over some 
eminent divine who “ abandons the historical basis of the 
Creed. Rationalism, hard pressed by psychical research, 
has * taken sanctuary," and if Mr. Clodd desires to get out 
of the reach of Spiritualism he will best consult his safety 
by going to church. ‘here he will be quite secure, especially 
if the preacher should be a professor of Theology. 

But the ever-increasing discrepancy between the actual 
teachings of the clergy and the beliefs to which they are 
formally committed is a very serious matter indeed, and this, 
and not the merely superficial causes enumerated in the 
Archbishops’ report, is the real reason for the dead failure 
of the Church to retain her hold on the nation. The Church 
cannot possibly cominend herself to men’s conscience in the 
sight of God as did the great Apostle of old, if, while going 
to the very extreme with rationalistic criticism on the one 
hand, she insists on the damnatory section of the Athanasian 
creed on the other. It is over forty years since J. A. Froude 
urged that the bishops of his day should issue a straight- 
forward pronouncement on the problems that were exercising 
the minds of intellectual and honest men. The challenge 
evoked no response, and since the days of Froude things have 
one from bad to worse. ‘The real weakness of the Church is 
that her doctrine is in a state of absolute chaos. ‘The nation 
has every right to ask the national Church—What does she 


believe? 


has most 


By тне Rev. G. VALE Owen. 


Mr. E. Wake Cook's downright and inspiring article is 
a bit of plain-spoken talk, which is much needed at the 
present time. But a few words seem to be required on his 
reference to “ the doctrine of eternal torments, preached by 
Christ Himself." That is quite true; but why blame Him? 
Spiritualists teach the same truth. Apparently the trouble 
arises from the very imperfect translation of the Greek in 
the English Bible. From the original I deduce that the 
Christ taught that there is a state of unhappiness and 
Anguish which is “ everlasting, not “ never-ending " but 
"perpetual, as the fires of Gehenna outside Jerusalem 
Were perpetual. Into this state go the wicked on their 
entrance into the spirit life, to reap what they have sown, 
аз another metaphor has it. Their “ punishment "' is, 
therefore, ° eternal," i.e., it is “ of the ages," '' wonian,”’ 
and not of this present world alone. Again to change the 
metaphor, out of this prison they will not come forth “ until 
they have paid the uttermost farthing.” ^ Is not that in 
agreement with tho best Spiritualist literature? Con- 
Tormity of such literature, both generally and in detail, with 
the teaching of Jesus is one of my greatest comforts—not 
what the Authorised Version apparently makes Him teach, 
but what He really did teach. 


From Mrs. E. Newenham Hoare (Reigate) we receive the 
following :— 

Some of Mr. Wake Cook’s strictures on us Church people 
may be deserved; I think they are. But he seems quite un- 
aware of th» fact that there is a large body of EAS in the 
Church to-day -in fact, I think it is a very large majority 
Who protest earnestly against the beliefs with which he credits 
ik. Does he not know that large numbers of us believe in 

rogressive Revelation ; that the Old Testament is to them 
of quite different value from the New ; that they hold the 
Old "Testament; writers to have been profoundly mistaken 
u believing those “ many barbarities " to have been the 
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will of Jehovah ? Again, is he unaware that the statement 
that Christ Himself preached the doctrine of Everlasting 
Punishment is more than questioned? Mr. Cook is really 
attacking the Church of fifty years ago. In the present day 
we have come--thank God—to recognise that our Lord was 
an Eastern and used Eastern hyperbole, and that our stupid 
mind has been responsible for an appainng 
misunderstanding of His teaching. In this very article of 
Mr. Cook’s we have, if I may say so, an example of this. 
He sees contradiction between the Angels’ “ Peace and 
Goodwill " and the Master's “ I came not to bring peace 
but a sword ” ; and, indeed, I have known people cite this 
text as a proof that Christ was an advocate of war ! Yet 
the whole tenor of His life and teaching, shows to demonstra- 
tion that He was speaking in hyperbole, as Easterns natur 
ally do. I am confident that the vast majority of Chvrch 
people to-day would passionately repudiate the idea hat 
our Lord consigned to “ everlasting torments " those who 
do not “ meet the requirements formulated by the Church.” 
Misunderstanding of Eastern hyperbole—misunderstanaing 
by those who heard-—mistranslation of the language used in 
the Holy Land : one or more of these, we hold, may account 
for our forefathers' mistakes ; but that the Master ever 
never will 


literalness of 


taught such a doctrine we never can and 
believe ! 
Mr. W. B. Haynes writes 


It is a [ity that E. Wake Cook's able article should be 
disfigured by misrepresentations of Christ's teaching. A 
glance at the context of Matt. x. 34 would have shown him 
that “ sword " there has nothing to do with war; the topic 
is the inevitable divisions occasioned by the proclamation of 
new truth. Again, Christ does not teach the doctrine of 
eternal torture; #onian discipline all of us believe in, none 
more than Spiritualists. May I remind him that the New 
Testament is Eastern, and not to be read through Western 
spectacles ? Oriental hyperboles have long been the happy 
hunting-ground ot theologians and creed-mongers. 
Christ’s discourses were addressed to Jews in their own 
language and style, on their own affairs, with a view to the 
on themselves; and His predictions concerned che 
* this generation." The so-called ** Last 
which Mr. Cook appears to have in 

We must not credit to Christ the 


effect 
immediate tuture 
Judgment ’ parable 

mind, is no exception. 
follies of ecclesiastics. 


HOUDINI, MEDIUM OR CONJURER? 


Hewat McKenzie, of 1, Stanley Gardens, 


writes: 


Mr. J. 
Bayswater, W. 

My attention has just been called to a paragraph in LIGHT 
of February 8th which, in elucidation of the matter, I must 
ask permission to repeat. It ran thus, “ Some years ago a 
story got abroad to the effect that Houdini's marvellous 
feats in releasing himself from handcuffs and other forms of 
captivity were effected by ° psychic power.’ Мг. Hereward 
Carrington publicly contradicted the story, as one who, krow- 
ing Houdini, was able to affirm that his tricks were the out- 
come of pure legerdemain. The tale, however, persisted in 
some quarters, in spite of the denial, not a little to the 
regret of those who are more concerned for the quality than 
the quantity of psychic evidences. Now that Houdini has 
been ‘ filmed’ while performing some of his astonishing 
feats, let us hope we have heard the last of the absurd 
theory." 

Now, although I have a very high regard for 1лбнт as 
an authority in most matters relating to psychic science, I 
cannot let this emphatie statement pass unchallenged, az it 
directly controverts statements made in my book, “ Spirit 
Intercourse; Its Theory and Practice ” (рр. 80, 86), in which 
I confidently attribute to Houdini mediumistie powers of a 
character. That the cinema screen, which 
“faked " films for public consumption, 
should be considered as olfering sufficient testimony to 
contradict the theory of the reality of dematerialisation 
within a closed iron tank, or to the shooting of hidden bolts, 
surprises me very much, nor can Т help feeling amused that 
лент should quote Mr. Hereward Garrington as an 
authority, seeing that a few years ago. one of its most valued 
contributors, the late Vice-Admiral Usborne Moore, 
seriously questioned Mr. Carrington’s ability to judge 
psychic manifestations. 

Who is to be judge—the critic in his armchair, or the 
painstaking investigator? I do not think either Mr. 
Carrington or any representative of Таснт has tested 
Houdini’s powers, while I have done so under strict test 
conditions, and I must re-assert my belief that certaia of 
his most marvellous feats are demonstrations of psychic 
power. What he may add to this by legerdemain for public 
use I cannot tell; I refer only to the phenomenon examined 
by myself. 

As to Mr. Carrington, is he really an expert on this 
matter? Не is best known as the author of “ The Physical 
Phenomena of Spiritualism, which purports to expose the 
tricks of mediums, On p. 411 of that volume he makes this 
interesting statement: ** The majority of all test and trance 
mediums are frauds, just as the mediums for physical 


transcendent 
daily presents 


{0 
manifestation e frau nd I n] ‹ 
the be h I have q ed speci fror 
rk entitled ‘ The Reve i Spirit Med \ 
сопї ' n bt n 
1 І ‹ ‹ 
‹ ‹ € Sor 
M I ‹ гї 
rir 1 з é tle 
í t n his | 
\ , I shed t ‹ Mr. Carvir I 
e ir duler iediur 
‹ í I nd 4 busine 1 uy 
plea 1 ith himself and his charming wife, and 
eived t І а | ished me to test, in 
idit e mediu he red genuine I 
t elled thousand mik to various cities, and called 
ipon all hi raudulent ind geruine mediums and 
1 due "ur e Mr. ( 1 ton the result of mv examina 
tior The proofs I brought back to New York in the form 
ite-writin nd | I photography, and evidences of 
І or үеге of such a character as to cause Mr 
ngton profound thought, I believe, and to prove to him 
t all |. í і r as a 
matter of f fir der ind 
t with t ny п а › 
I have the kindliest of fee s Mr. Carringtor 
nd believe that he wrote hi large on the testimony 
о the nd that nee t e he hi ):btarned апу 
enuine demonstration nd | onsiderably modified his 
ear opinior During my visit Mr Carrington 
tioned the accuracy of my statement regarding Houdini 


que 
and an appcintment was made for me to meet the latter at 
Mr. Carrington's in order that he might personally 
meet my atement. Your readers may make their own 
ions, for Mr. Houdini failed to keep the appoint 
ment made by Mr. Carrington, although he lived but a 
is entirely at leisure professionally 


house 


hort distance away and 


at thi time 

I am persuaded that he does not wish the public to know 
th some of hi ork is due to spirit agency, for an 
announcement of this kind would be badly received by a 
music-hall udience Legal processes might also be 


entered against him, and the disturbing mental Forces which 
would be aroused during his performance would possibly 
militate against any successful demonstration of a psychic 
nature 

In face of the above facts, I still adhere to шу written 
statement, and trust that if opportunity arises Ілснт will 
decide to Houdini's manifestations on behalf of 


itself and its 


xamin« 
readers 


Sin Автник Conan Doyte, speaking at the Theatre 
Royal, Merthyr, on February 16th on Death—and the 
Hereafter,” said that Spiritualists knew, from experiments 
and research, what happened after death Anyone who 
studied the evidence had absolute proof of what the truth 
was Messages from those who had passed over to the '* other 
side ™ were in agreement that death, far from being painful 
was pleasant process, and that, experiencing a happiness 


such as they never imagined in this world, none of them 


wished to return 

Tus Клуосими Craze or 
following from the Daily Chronic 
If, a the case 
favourite craze of Society in the coming season, it will have 
some very distinguished defender in addition to those 
ire already before the public Some years ago 
Balfour was at the height of hi 

was scoffing at Spiritualism in his presence 
Balfour * There 
it to be Compared to 


SOCIETY We take th« 
of the 25th ult 
Spiritualism is the 


seems likel to be 


whose name 
when Mr 


OTM ne 
scopticiam carries you too far,’ said Mr 


political power, 


* Your 


is nothing in political life as T know 


profound interest and significance of 


the interest, the 
| 


chical research 
MATERIALIBSATIONS At the hall of the London Spiritual 
Mission. Pembridge Place, on Wednesday, February 19th 
Mr. Horace Leaf delivered a lecture Ghosts in Solid Form 

accompanied by lantern illustrations, w hich showed, amongst 


other things the difference between the psycho-plasti 
material and the substance appearing when developed into 
human form Mr. Leaf also illustrated by lantern views the 
effects of light on the materialisation processes, and dealt 


with the Sehrenck-Notsing experiments, demonstrating the 
materialised form Mr. Peres 


gradual development of the 
overflowing 


Beard was in the chair, and there was an 


audience, crowds of people being turned awa The occasion 
inde was highly suceessful; the financial results for the 
Mission being most satisfactory Amongst the audience wer 
several medical men and persons of scientifie and social 
distinction, It may № mentioned that the pictures shown 
on the wereen included photographs of such well-known 


John King, Katie King, and 


pirit operators and visitants à 
Sister Amy 
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE ATOM. 


By Lu Cor, E. R. JOHNSON. I.M.S. (Revines 
Mr. € Licut of Fel н 
‹ ) nd 
: : letail. Perha] уу i 
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‹ ed d i more time і ‹ I 
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th the 1 vhich fe | The 
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t page 0 hich I ere 
ndicate a пар‹ t хасу the opposite 
OCCULT CHEMISTRY 
It зу be remembered that an article bearing the а 
title appear: Lucifer,’ November. 159 I t 
three chemical elements—hydrogen, oxygen nd nitroge 
were presented tentatively to the publi 
We hare, however, lately had the opportunity of pu 
suing these researches further, and, as a consideral 
amount of work has been done, it seems worth while 


tentatively, to report the observations made. Certain prir 


ciples seem to emerge from the mass of detail ind iti 
possible that readers who are better versed in chemistry thar 
ourselves May see suggestions to which we are blind \ 
observer duty is to state clearly his observations; it 18 Í 
others to judge their value, and decide whether they indicat 


lines of research which may be profitably followed up ! 
scientists 

Our observations cannot be regarded as establis! 
the outside world until others have corroborated them; and 
we put them forward in the hope of stimulating work along 
this line, and thus bringing to science, when its instrument 


fail it, the old, old instrument of enlarged human vision 


1 


Craven, in his summing up, attributes th 
vagaries of the sub-conscious mind 
Everyone right to his own opinion, but if he ha 
qualified it by the word ''tentatively " as the authors í 
* Occult Chemistry " have done, it would have been less oper 
to objection. I may add that the sub-conscious mind hi 
usually been regarded by psychologists as possessing t 
deductive faculty only, and not a positive or inductiv« 
Both “ Occult Chemistry " and the case mentioned, w 
ıich it is compared are, whether they be true or false, т 
deductive, but. inductive and. constructive. 

Rules made for the establishment of claims for priorit 
ide by orthodox chemists, and 


Again, Mr 
whole scher.e to the 
has а 


wl 


of discovery have been 
similar rule; exist in 

majority are, I know, unlikely, and probably wisely so, tc 
alter their rules to suit exceptional cases. 

The case of Mendeléeff's prediction in 1871 is on a sor 
what different footing It was a prediction only; wki 
“ Occult Chemistry is based on actual observations 
accompanied with diagrammatic figures; although, as yet 
they are uncontirmed by orthodox science 

Mr. Craven's other points mainly bear upon the question 
is to whether the atomic weight of an element depends ог 
its electrons or on its nucleus. The matter has evidently not 
yet been settled by orthodox science, for within the last fe 
years the views of scientists have completely changed and just 
now, according to Sir Oliver Lodge, the electrons are on 
credited with an insignificant weight as compared with the 
nucleu Sir Oliver Lodge has stated that there is no trac 
structure whatever in the diagrams shown ir 
is quite true. The investigaior 
never made any such claim, and if the scientific instinct в 
offended by the table of weights obtained clair- 
voyantly, ах shown on page 4 of the book, it îs because it 
fails to see the reality of the figures and their bearing or 
orthodox That the authors of ** Occult 


ıer sections of science TI 


of dynamic 
‘t Occult Chemistry." Thi 


atom 


chemistry 


Chemistry "’ omitted to figure the nucleus, which is assumed 
to exist in every atom, and on which the dynamic structure 
of the atom depends, was due to the fact, stated in the book 
that only etheric vision was used; its limits being tl 


ultimate physical atom * Tf, ds probable, the nucleus 
is on a higher plane of Nature than the physical we migh 
as well criticise a writer on Natural History who figures 


seent 


a camel and omits to give a diagram of it oul. Sine 
Materialism has gone out of fashion, we most of us аге awar 
that atoms, camels, men and suns each have a life side, or 
oul, or pirit- call it what you Ша well as 

form sidi We do not yet know much about t 

former aspect or the law which govern it Га} 
the case of the sun, which, with its attendant planets 
has been so often compared with the physical atom I 
wa formerly believed that the laws of gravity wer 


immutable, but astronomers now know that the reversin 


layer of the sun's envelope presents a paradox quite ш 


"The term ‘ Ultimate Physical Atom" is defined as follows 
" Any gaseous chemical atom may be dissociated into less complicate 


Войн e, again, into still. | complicated After the t 
Пімкосіа but one more is possible; the fourth dissociation 4 
the Ultimate Phy ı1 Atom l'his may vanish fro the phy 
plane, but it can undergo no further dissociation on it 
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solved. It is clearly exempt from the operation of th 
known laws of gravity, although by conventional theory it 
should be subject to this to an over whelming extent. So the 
atom, by analogy, may have undisclosed paradox and 
we have not yet reached a stage when the wisest among us 
to dogmatise; but any contribution to our 


may venture 
welcomed by 


knowledge, even if it be tentative, should be 
those who are in search of the truth 


IS THE HOUR OF DEATH PRE-DETERMINED ? 


Mrs. Wallis’ control, “ Могашһо,”! in answer to a 
question as to how the guides and guardians know when an 
earth dweller is approaching the hour of his transition, said 
that they observed the gradual attenuation of his etheric 
cord when he left the body in the sleep state and that an 
unwonted and significant activity in his temporary visits to 
the spirit world was also noticeable. Some, he said, who 
gave every indication of quickly passing and for whom 
friends were waiting with the spirit robe all ready were held 
back by the strong desire (and prayers, no doubt) of their 
earth friends or by their own refusal to “ let go." Asked 
18 to who it was who determined the day and hour of death 
* Morambo, if we understood him rightly, replied no one, 
the spirit passed out when his physical frame was ex- 
hausted or when it met with some accident. He expressed 
the opinion that the latter incidents were rea! accidents 
and not in üny way under the control of unseen agents 
in fact that spirits often successfully intervened in the nick 
of time to prevent their resulting fatally for their charges 
The present writer had the temerity to disagree with the 
control and suggested that the hour of death, which meant 
so much to the man himself and to his loved ones, was 
determined by God or His higher angels, but “ Moramlo 
would not concede the point. Here 1з а case where we are 
as much entitled to form an opinion as a dweller on the 
other side of death, unless he comes from spheres of enlighten- 
ment immeasurably above us. The Christian belief in 
Providence is a source of great comfort and peace the 
doctrine that nothing happens by chance, i.e., that every 
thing is foreseen and provided for. An ‘ accident ” to us 
is no surprising and disconcerting incident to God who 
“makes all things work together for the good of those who 
love Him “ and will surely not allow a man to be snatched 
out of the world to the shortening of his educational course 
and the grief of his relations unless in His wisdom the time 
18 come and in thé highest sense it is best so. Are not 
five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them 1з 
forgotten before God? . . Fear not. therefore: ye are of 
More value than many sparrows.’’ The life of Jesus Him- 
self was safe until His work was done (John xi. 5, 9; Luke 
xiii. 32) and the method of His passing was known before- 
hand (Zech. xiii. 6, John xii. 32) though His enemies 
worked out the details of their own free will and with full 
responsibility. 

Bo the least of us may fall sick or stand where bullets are 
flying and pass through the danger with life if our hour is 
not come. The obligation to guard well our lives is not 
diminished: ** Thou shalt not tempt ’’—i.e., try“ the Lord 
thy God " by running in front of a ‘bus nor by omitiing 
reasonable precautions when pestilence is abroad. Suicide 
would seem to be a profane attempt to tear oneself out of 
the hands of Providence and to be an act of unique folly 
even among man’s harebrained doings. St. Paul, when in 
eril of his hfe, hears а reassuring voice saying, '' Fear not, 

aul; thou must stand before Cæsar ’’’ (Acts xxvii. 24), and 
the history of Jeanne D'Arc seems clearly to illustrate the 
same truth when through a hundred dangers she is prese; ved 
until her work is done. Тһе glorious end was evidently 
long foreseen by those who led her on step by step, but her 
enemies were in no way constrained (at all events by good 
spirits) to bring it about. 


F. FIELDING-OULD. 


» PSYCHICAL RESEARCII IN ICELAND, 


We have had the pleasure of a visit from Miss 8. 
Bjorndotter Jensson, of Reykjavik, Iceland, who bore a 
letter of introduction from an old reader of Ілонт in that 
country, Mr. Haralda Neilsson, who is Professor of Theology 
at the University there. Miss Jensson gave us seme 
interesting particulars of the psychic movement in Iceland, 
and we were pleased to learn that it now has a Psychical 
Research Society of its own, with a membership of 350, 
including many members of the learned professions. We 
were glad to have news of Mr. Kr. Linnet, of the Icelandic 
Bench, who contributed a beautiful little dream story to 
our columns some time ago, and to hear also of Mr. 
Matthias Jochumsson, the national poet, whose verses on 
the war we quoted from the ‘“ Times," We have asked Miss 
Jonsson, when she returns home, to convey the cordial 
= of Lieut and its readers, and to ask that one of 

& leelancie writers mentioned will favour us with an 
article giving further particulars of psychical activities in 


the '* Land of Fire and Ice,” 


LIGET., т 


"LOVE AND WISDOM. 


In the course of a letter lately received from Mr. В M 


Godsal, of San Diego, California, he refers as follows to the 
article on the above subject in Lieut of December 14th, 1918 
(р. 395) 

“While I agree with the feeling and intention and meaning 
of the article and admire the way in which it is expressed 


guest a somewhat different definition ol 


I would like to f 
the terms employed 
Might one not say that Intellect, or Intelligence, ia 

complemental to Love, and that their product, or their child, 
is Wisdom In that case Love and Intelligence would 
constitute ` the dual principles of Attraction and Repulsion 
which hold suns and planets in perfect equipoise,’ and their 
child the result this miracle of equipoise that we вее 
around us would represent Wisdom: and * Intellect without 
Love is a frozen wast« 

“ Again, if it were Intellect and Love that are expressed 
re in the heavenly marriage 


as one angel—would 


in the sexes. then when they 
the fruit of the union —the two acting 
constitute Wisdom 

This principle seems to run through every possible 
problem or course of action that can be submitted for our 
decision the wisdom of it lies always between the two 


extremes of Intellect (or practicality) and of Love, or 
Sympathy 
“ Thus Wisdom is the one and only quality that cannot 


be carried to an extreme, because it 1s itself the centre 


and in this manner it constitutes the final 


between extremes 
is no attaining to the heart 


and greatest good; because there 


or centre or wisdom of a matter until one has compassed and 


measured both of its extremes 
* Of course I know that most thinkers use ‘ wisdom 
h it is used in your article, 


in precisely the manner in 


but believing that Wisdom comprises the highest 
possible attainment (not only ultimate but at all 
stages) in that it points the way to the purest 
truth (at any particular stage and having been 
taught 7 that truth is ever a third some ng lying 
between two extremes, it seems to me that the term wisdom 
should be reserved for the act of God: that is to say for 
the effect proceeding from the two constit litie- 0 
our Father Mother God namely Love gence 
This is true whether it be God working n Or 
through Nature 
There is much to be said for Mr Г} 
we can easily conceive a person who without 
wisdom It is not so у to imagine jut love 
is at the same time wise, except in the narrow sense of being 
intellectual. And the intellect is a small faculty competent 
only to deal with matter. But we are always hampered by 
| hanpht 


the want of exact terms in which to express our though 


"THE LIGHT OF OTHER DAYS. 


(Frox LIGHT " or Marca 2х0, 1889.) 
When Laurence Oliphant and other persone grate in 
London drawing-rooms showed what a fund of after dinner 
nusement Spiritualism furnished, it became fashionable at 
once. Great men and great dames—especially the great dames 


for they had more time— worshipped the most recent fetish 
in matérial and mental darkness. They did not know what 
it all meant, but it was new, strange, eerie, creepy And 
o the most exclusive ornaments of 

look at anyone out of their special set 
one whose name would be lustrous for age 


Society, who would not 
though he might be 
's after his death, 


made famiiar quips with the dear Peters” and 
** Trresistibles and all their kind. Not much boycotting 
ther« That time has practically passed, and we have 
eutered another era, and a better Men of capacity and 
position have demonstrated the reality of the action of a 
force governed by an external intelligence Many are 
still at work in the same direction, no man making them 


afraid 
' by “M.A. (Oxon). 


From ** Notes by the Wi 
' were the names taken 


‘„ “ Peter ” and “ Irresistible 


by two spirit operators at materialisation circles at that 


period, 


Iv is a royal thing. when one is doing good, to hear evil 
spoken of oneself.--MaAncus AURELIUS 

A Great Discovery.—The following allusion to a recent 
leader in Ілонт appeared in a letter by Mr. Bligh Bond in 
the “ Church Family Newspaper " of the 14th ult., from 
which we euote elsewhere in this issue: The Editor of a 
London weekly, in his leading article last week, speaking of 
a book written by a well-known clergyman who has recently 
realised the power of the unseen, says: ‘ We know that he 
will appreciate with us the infinite humour of life in orduin- 
ing that after preaching for centuries the reality of a world 
of spiríts, the clergy shall awaken one by one to the earth- 
shaking discovery that they have been telling the truth,” 


| 


= 
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HOW DOES PSYCHOMETRY WORK? EASTERN THOUGHT AND WESTERN PRACTICI 
By 8. De Ввлтн V.C, D 


eid І menomer ‹ ‹ h^ 0 Dx re { 
de 1 e sens n t thi I оеш I 
| was neglect Evidence of the exercise ¢ ft в | Students The vn) : | I | у 
be collected th much greater method and pertinacity than useful. but restin КБе: аб on îı -y pPI а 


the í | his ¢ lence t re n the í ev e it ed € | € e ¢ erit 

entous $ methi | ‘ M №] 

A quest ses | I ет e ‹ ethod 1 ned he experimer ant ; | 
reply, as to the nature of the psychometrical gift and its id quasi-phvsi Force e.g., Dr. Crawford's p I 
underlying principk Does psychometrist read from th« d Dr. Geley's ideoplasti ubstance) to other | M 
material ot l ir { hts whic have heen bjective psycl faota Gonnedted with 

1 пае! ject tor hence, healin nd kindred faculti ind 
nt s tho systems messages from the Beyond. It endeavours to substai 
t occiusion ot thought, the true origin of these phenomena by verifiable t« 
р ч 3 ce pan as cross-correspondences, by the mora 7 
or the roma of an : 
ce rapport is estab d between two munications and bv their relation to proved phy í 
дл" P i з + What edifice future psychologic lence W1 а 
possessors of the object? The enquirer might - em | es 1 Was 
consider himself on safer ground in embracing tentatively these foundations can scarcely be anticipated, but Western 
at the latter alternative. But in that case a modus res a firm foundation of physical fact for а 

randi by which the subconsciousness of e first possesso | зга І thg К Aste a me thod of Yoga, or | ; ш 

becomes an open book to possessor No. 2 is called tor. Is Ent indeed produced a highly complex metapl To vu 
i ›пф it cannot be said to have done much for the spiritu 


the rapport es association of ideas? Thus, 5 A " 


Shevobiactiiahinehis possession e., moral) progress of the lands where it has had free 


or Possessor : 7 
gets accustome is often in his mind. If it is a От челт з. Those who know the 1 are aware that tk 
glove, for exa he is putting it on and off, mislaying it qualities which we associate with true soul-developmen 

z truthfulness, justice, pity, and personal purity—are ev 


finding it again, or, if he be tidy, putting it where he knows 
he will find it. Any article of ordinary wear is handled and 


thus becomes a live idea at least twice a day on rising and 


less prominent than among ourselves. 
rhe practical problems of our own land and our own 


a Y апу; re The ` use tl 
Бай ед vs sea of the СӨР Becomes s clearls defined aroman and кеди They uta from two root-ca the 
sal 1 materi S » > А $ гоп beror 
Item ın ' consciou ss and therefore sinks into the depths DUM эмым ышы Жл. Man po: I » + 
honesty, and sensuality before honour, and the 4 


of the subconsciousness quite inevitably and is at the beck 
and call, under suitable conditions, of a cognate idea in the 
mind.of another person, ‘ В 

The object itself, when it passes” into the hands of 
possessor No. 2 (* B 7), whom we will assume to have the 


which places the essence of religion in creeds, doctrine 
{ the Father 


е emotion 


ritual, and so relegates love towards ( 


to mere V 


towards man as the brother 
any actual effect, and so to practical insignificance 

it has come to pass that large numbers of mankind have 
all real belief in the Divine government, in the continuous 
life of the soul, and in the law-of moral consequence. These 
must ever be the foundation of any durable polity, and t 
re-establish these verities in the minds of men is in tl 
present chaos of conflicts a task so vast that it is per 
missible to doubt whether high-flown Eastern theories will 
be of much practical use. 


Thus 
psychometrical gift, is first of all sensed by him or her. The 
idea of it is vividly conceived, as the older school of 
psychologists would perhaps say, or projected into the ether, 
as certain new thinkers would put it. When projected it is 
thrown forth not as an independent vagrant but as subject 
I i among all id in 
> рѕу‹ hometr It 


the same 

also has 

not only with the psychometrist s othe 

ny person wl 

fined idea of the same object There is thus 

ontact between the subconsciousress THE REINCARNATION PROBLEM AND THE 
ETHERIC BODY. 


1 


power, under Cêr 


Oof associ 


thoughts, but with 


узе subconscious memory contains 


those of 


clearly € 
established a point of 
of the two individuals 


But No. 2 (“В”) has the power, let us = 
assume, of exercising his abnormal gift while remaining In reply to the observations of “ Truth Seeker " (p. 55 
сна а me o rag unto Ius ie idea Mrs. S. F. Koss Smith sent us a letter which we should hare 
а Sit i from the subconsciousness of the former liked to use, but it was too lengthy We therefore for- 
ossessor of the object Ed i er surcestio о “Trt Seeker " direct 

What the ideas so attracted will be probably depends upon Xo doubt, however. readers who are conversant wid 
the state of the psychometrist s mind at the time of the Theosophy will know something of the line of reasoning 
experiment Once having got en rapport he can conceivably followed and the occult sour« from which Mrs. Ross Smith's 
receive and report upon ideas associated in the mind ТАЙ SES vac ned 
of “ A” with the material object. Or it may be that once Mrs. Ross Smith alludes to the anonymity of “ Trutl 
гарро» етап мареотцу established а new E Idea Seeker," but we do not think that the disclosure of his 
thrown out by the psycehometrist consciously or un- identity would have materially assisted the elucidation of 
consciously, in the form of an enquiry, will energise and the matter. We can at least say for him that he is an old 
attract responsive ideas in the subconscious mind of “ А. student both of Spiritualism and Theosophy, and recognises 
à An alternative view is that p ychometry is a phenomenon with us that Theosophy has made known Sana Sr Да 
of the occlusion of thought, such thought heing subsequently truths in Religion and Philosophy, however badly some of 
abstracted from its material matrix by the receptivity of the its followers have gone astray in their judgments on Spirit 
psychometrist. __ T = „ъй ЖУ ialism, a malter on which Mr. Sinnett has fre ш 

expressed himself. 

* Ат Eventrog rr Sans ве Licut.’’—With reference to On the :ubject of the ether, Mrs. Ross Smith refers to 
the article under this title by Miss Helen Mathers (p. 63) Sir William Crookes’ great lecture on the '* Genesis ot the 
we have to express our regret to the famous authoress that Elements ”’ апа his allusion to a primary substance 
the article appeared without certain alterations which she (protyle ?) The material in this lecture, Mrs. Smith claims 
desired to make in it. owing to the ргоо! reaching her too wis largely founded on Mme. Blavatsky’s occult teachings 
late. Printing difficulties, made worse by the influenza concerning the ether. It is a large question, and for thé 
scourge, coupled with postal delays, are to blame; but we majority of us the way of safety seems to lie in waiting on 
certainly should have made it clearer that the title of th the discoveries of “ orthodox " Science, however tardy its 
article is that of Mies Mathers’ projected book in which all teps, and however apparently bigoted sceptical and 
the proofs of her statements will be contained obstinate its attitude Not until an “ occult discovery 


expresses itself to us in the form of a demonstrable fact can 
it be legitimately claimed as a fact, and brought within the 
area of knowledge 


Stitt the measure of our needs 

Outgrows the cramping bounds of creeds, 

The breath of a diviner air 

Blows down the answer of a prayer, 

And all our sorrow, pain®ind doubt, = — - - 

A great compassion clasps about * “A Road to Self-Knowledge,” 124 pp.. and ** The Threshold of 
J, G. WnrrrIER the Spiritual World,” 140 pp. By Huporru Фткіхкв (Putnams 1918) 


ET 
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TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS. 

These notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the comin 
Sunday, with the addition only of other engagements in the same 
week. They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (including th 
name of the society) and Gd. for every additional line. 


Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour-street, W. 1 6.30 
Special Memorial Service for the late Mr. J. J. Morse. 
See front page. 

The Loncon Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge-vlace, W.2 
—11, Mr. G. Prior; 6.30, Dr. W. J. Vanstone. Wednesday, 
March 5th, 7.30, Mr. Robert King FA 

Lewisham.—The Priory, High-street.—6.30, Mr. Horace 
I Hora 

Spiritualist Church of the New Revealing, 131, West End 
Lane, Hampstead.—Opening indefinite owing to the illness 


STEAD THE MAN: 
PERSONAL REMINISCENCES. 
By EDITH K. HARPER. 


With Introduction by Major-General Sir Alfred 
Е. Turner, K.C.B. 


This volume deals especially with the last few years of his 
life. In particular, his investigations in the field of Psychical 
Research are fully and exhaustively dealt with. The portrait 
presented is that of a man of forceful originality and chivalrous 
self-devotion, whose two ruling passions were an ardent lcve 
for his fellow-men and an intense realisation of the constant 
presence of a spiritual world as real and as warmly pulsing 


of Mrs. Mary Davies. 

Harrow and Wealdstone.—Gayton Rooms, Station-road 
Harrow-on-the-Hill.—6.30, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Craze ; 

Brighton —Windsor Hall, Windsor-street.—11.15 and 7, 
Mr. Boddington, addresses; 3, Lyceum. Monday at 8, 
Healing Circle. Wednesday at 8, public meeting. 

Kingston-on-Thames.—Bishop’ s Най.— 6.30, drs. 
Beaurepaire, address and clairvoyance 

Camberwell_—Masonic | Hall.—11, 
6,30, Mr. Н. E .Hunt, address. 

Üroydon,—117b, High-street.—11, Mr. 
6.30, Mr. Philip Tovey. 

Holloway.—Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station) 
11.15, Mr. T. О. Todd; 7, Mr. Percy Smyth. Wednesday, 
Mrs. Pulham, psychometry. 

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Perseverance Hall, Villas-rd., 
Plumstead —7, Mrs. S. Podmore, address and clairvoyance 
Wednesday, Mrs. George, address and clairvoyance. 

Battersea —45, St. John’s Hill, Clapham Junction.— 
11.15, circle; 6.30, Mrs. Bloodworth. March 6th, 8.15, Mrs. 


тре. 

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood.—Old Steine Hall.— 
11.30, healing circle; 7, address, Mr. Jas. Macbeth Bain; 
3pm., Lyceum. Monday, 7.45, brief address; clairvoyance 
by Miss Struthers and Mr. A. Cape. Tuesday, 7.45, 
monthly healing circle. Thursday, 7.45, enquirers’ questions 
and clairvoyance. Friday, Guild. Next week end, Mrs. 
Mary Gordon. Forward Movement, Atheneum  Hall.— 
March 9th, 3 p.m., Mr. E. Hunt. See special advertise- 
ment, 


personal messages ; 


Percy Scho.ey; 


ч Mr. Vovr Peters Ат Bricuton.—Last Sunday after- 
noon, in connection with the Brighton Spiritualist Brother- 
hood, Mr. A. Vout Peters addressed a large audience in 
the Atheneum Hall, on ** Heaven, Where is it?” describing 
how this earth was surrounded by zores of ever increasing 
degrees of refinement and how the spirit, released from its 
material environment, naturally gravitated to the zone for 
which it was best fitted. After his address, which was 
listened to with rapt attention, Mr. Peters gave a number of 
clairvoyant descriptions, all of which were fully recognised. 
He concluded with an appeal on behalf of the movement in 
Brighton, which was responded to by a good collection A 
vote of thanks moved 15 Mr. A. Cope and seconded by 
Mr. W. Lane, was carried with acclamation. 


NOT SILEN IF DEAD! 
By H. (HAWEIS). Through the Mediumship of Parma. 
“From beginning to end it is wholesomely and ardently good."— 
онт. 
Fourth Edition. Cloth, 195 pages. Price 2/11 post free. 


Office of Licur, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1. 


E NEXT ROOM.” 


By DORIS and HILARY SEVERN. 
Experiences, Visions and Adventures of two Clairvoyantes 


IN TOUCH WITH THE SPIRIT WORLD. “A Series 

| of invaluable experiences of the help given by the invisible upon 
an earthly path.” Dedicated to all who are sorrowful. 
SOME OF THE CONTENTS : 

“The Closed Door—A Hand Stretched from the Middle Ages—In the 
Flower of his Youth—In the Grey World—The Vaulted Room—Help 
ven through the Veil—De Profundis—The Spiritual Body—The 

tual Eucharist—The Twin Existence—Sight to the Blind—Suicide 
-The Children's Home—The Garden of Kest—The Passing, &с. 


Cloth, 136 pages. 18. 4d. net, post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 1. 
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Rupert Wynn was the Author's only son, who gave 
his life for Britain His father—the Author of this book—was 
stricken with poignant grief, but was as Miss Estelle 
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NOTES BY THE 


We have already made allusion to that beautiful 
little book, “ The Wonders of the Saints," by the 
Rey.  Vielding-Ould, with a sympathetic Introduction 
by Lady Gienconner. We commend it to those whe are 
not unfamiliar with the lives of the Saints because the 
ancient thaumaturgy and that of modern mediumship 
are here gracefully set together, while the whole history 
of such wonders, saintly and unsaintly alike, is put to the 
same ethical touch; and we commend it also to readers 
Whose knowledge of the ‘‘ miraculous " in Church 
biography is not only slight but may be more or less 
warped by hereditary or instilled prejudice. Sceptics 
meed not entertain a fear that the reverend author will 
overstrain their hospitality to belief: '' It is admitted 
that many stories of saintly miracles are absurd," he 
says, and adds: '' Some are immoral from modern 
points of view, while others are told with almost 
identical details of half-a-dozen people.” In different 
parts of the book are similar critical expressions. Ii is 
little known amongst Protestants how severe, pro- 
tracted and repeated are the official investigations prior 
to canonisation; a sort of '' Devil's Advocate,” called 
the Promoter o! the Faith, in the final round of examina- 
tion of claims to saintship, not less than fifty years after 
the death of the proposed saint, doing his best (or 
worst) to disallow the canonisation. Of higher value 
than the inteliectual satisfaction it affords is the truly 
spiritual quality of this little volume that is so much 
fuller than its size suggests. 


WAY. 


* * * 


“Ts it within the experience of any reader of Тл@нт,”” 
writes Н. Н  E., “that communication «an be 
obtained with those ' passed over ' without the help 
of mediums, clairvoyants and clairaudients?'" The 
reply is all communication with '' the other side ’’ has 
‘to be “ mediated ' in some form for the purposes of 
the physical life. ТЕН. Н. E. is himself clairvoyant or 
dairaudient he need not, on general principles. 
the aid of any third party, as his own psychical faculty 
will serve him as the intermediary required If he 
has по psychic faculties capable of response to 
influences from the unseen world then he must seek 
the assistance of someone who has. "This would apply 
even in the case of a departed friend with whom, in 
Whose life on earth, H. Н. E. was in thorough 
sympathy. But in many persons there is a sensitive- 
ness or power of response which enables a departed 
friend to communicate along interior lines, with the 
result that the friend on earth may now and again feel 
“an impression from or sense of the presence of the 
departed one. This is a kind of деер mediumship otten 
possessed ` by those amongst whom séances and 


see k 


‘WHATSOEVER DOTH 


SATURDAY, 


MAKE MANIFEST 13 Ligut.”—Paul, 

Marcu 8, 1919. [а Newspaper.] PRICE TWorENCE. 
phenomena are unknown, or disliked. What are 
known as '' psychic communications ’’ are really the 

externalisations of these more interior modes and 
are only necessary because most people live so much 
on the external side of things that they are practically 
deaf and biind to matters that do not come within the 
range of their senses. The ‘ inarticulate language of 
the Spirit ” is not for them. It has, like the “ Tallong 

Oak '' in Tennyson, to “‘ answer with a voice '' before 
they can understand. 

* * * 


The preceding Note leads us to another question 


from Mr. Charles Williams, who is not unnaturally 
resentful cf those persons who, while claiming to 
receive communications from the other shore, disdain 
and denounce “ ordinary Spiritualistie phenomena.” 
It is rather suggestive of the attitude of the superior 
literary person who looks with contempt on those 
humbler mortals who find pleasure in the work: of 
minor poets and authors of low grade. However, t is 
very human to be exclusive and superfine in these 
matters, and really there is something to be said for 
this class They have the sense of form in a high 
degree and find something offensive in the best things 


presented in the best possible shapes. 
artists of all kinds. As 
a democratic e itheiing 


unless they are 
They are numerous amongst the 
Spiritualists, their feelings in 


at a séance ог homely publie service are rather akin to 
those of the High Anglican at a Salvation Army meet 
ing The preceedings jar upon them; they cannot 
enter sympathetically into the fervent joys of the men 
of ruder nerve and coarser fibre. It is not given to all 
to be catholic and inclusive—‘ all things to all men, 
as the Apostle put it. Caste is often denounced, but 
it has its sat T зер in Nature. АП we can ask is that 
while the ‘birds of a feather ’’ obey. their natural 
instincts by flocking together, the various groups 
refrain from pecking at one another. And that applies 
not only to the attitude of the higher grade to the lower 
one, but vice versa. It is for the higher to set the g 1 


example—noblesse oblige. 


RESIGNATION OF SIR OLIVER LODGE, 


The daily papers of the 28th ult. contained the news that 
on the previous day Sir Oliver Lodge announced at a meeting 
of the governors of the Birmingham University that he had 
decided to iesign his position as Principal at the end of the 
present session. 

The statement. we are told, came as a great surprise to 
his hearers, but Sir Oliver reminded them that he had passed 
the professorial age limit (he is in his sixty-eighth year). He 
intended, he added, to devote the remainder of his life to 
the problem of the ether of space in both its physical and 
psychical relations. 

In the region of conjoint physics and psychology there 
was much work to be done, and in devoting himself to 
studies in which his special training might be useful he was 
hoping to be able to do better service than by continaing 
to hold a position which was more fit to be held by a 
younger man. 

We rejoice to know that while he is still in possession of 
his full strength and intellectual vigour Sir Oliver is going 
to devote a large portion of his time to a branch of research 
in which this journal 1s especially interested, and we t-ust 
that his patient study and investigation will go far towards 
clearing away some of the scientific doubts and perplexities 
regarding the conditions appertaining to  discaraate 
existence, 
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By 5. Dr 


BIBLE ND PROPHECY. 
Валтн (“ V C. Desertis ' 


every «on 
of fulfil- 
it deals 


This little book* is ** an attempt to show 
dition mentioned in Rev. xvi. 13-18 is in pr« 
ment but being only a first part of the work, 
not with the Apocalypse but with cuneiform inscriptions and 
the Higher Criticism, of which the author is a frank 


opponent 
t round the Book of Daniel, and an 


The interest centres 
endeavour is mede to prove its authenticity as a whole It 


is questionable whether this is either good policy or sound 
scholarship. The Higher Criticism may be divided into two 
schools—that which ignores the modern psychic facts of 
clairaudience and prophecy, and that which does not. The 
former, in its desire to escape from a false supernaturalicm, 
is apt to ignore the true; but its conclusions as to the 
composite nature of the book of Daniel are based on reasons 


too solid to be upset. 

The Hebrew Bible is in three portions :— 

(1) The Law. corresponding to our books of Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus Deuteronomy, and Numbers. 

(2) The Prophets—Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Fzekiel, and the twelve Minor Prophets which are 
included 1n one book. 

(3) The Sacred Writings—Psalms, Proverbs, Job. The 
Song, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Chronicles; 
and Daniel, Ezra and Nehemiah (one book) 

It will be seen, then, that Daniel was not placed amcng 
the prophets bv the Massoretes who edited the Hebrew 
Bihle; and there is good reason to suppose that the three 
main divisions above-mentioned were completed in that 
order, and not simultaneously. The book, therefore, is con- 
sidered by < holars to be of late origin, and thi 15 
strengthened by several considerations : 

1. Ecclesiasticus, written about в.с. 180, 
mention of Daniel in his list of Hebrew worthies. 

2. The book is written partly in Hebrew and partly in 
Aramaic; and it has in the Hebrew Bible three avowed 
additions—Susannah, Bel and the Dragon, and the Song of 
the Three Children. It has therefore obviously been very 
freely handled by the editors. 

. The mentions of Cyrus show that it could not nave 
been written till after the Restoration. 

4. There are many historical inaccuracies such as would 
occur by a writer living in an uncritical age long after the 
events. 

5. The large space given, under the guise of prophecy, to 
the persecutions under Antiochus Epiphanes is con- 
sidered to fix the date of the book, as if stands, to 175-164 в.с. 

It is, however. noticeable that Ezekiel, writing between the 
sixth and the thirtieth year of the Captivity (1.е.. 
B.C, 581—551 °), alludes twice to Daniel; and Christ Himself 
speaks of him as a prophet (Matt. xxiv. 11); and that there 
really is a nucleus of genuine prophecy imbedded in the 
book along with the quasi-prophecies whose full detail 
obviously refers to Antiochus, will appear from internal 
evidence. 

In a book by Dr. Grattan Guinness, “ The Approaching 
End of the Age," published about thirty years ago, the 
writer deduces : 

(1) That the story of Nebuchadrezzar's Image whose Lead 
was of gold, his breast of silver, his belly and thighs of brass 
his legs of Iron, and his feet part of iron and part of clay, 
which was ground to dust by the stone cut out without 
hands which became a great mountain and filled the whole 
earth, refers to the whole course of human history and the 
Coming of the Kingdom of God. 

(2) That subsequent prophecies enlarge on this, and 
foretell that course of history up to and beyond the prerent 
time on the scale of a prophetic day to a year actual. 

(3) That the whole period is divisible on Ив scale into 
seven recognisable portions, dating from the founding of 
the Babylonian Era, в.с. 747, and the Captivities, в.с. 602 

(4) That the years 1919, 1923, 1 and 1934 would be 
crucial years in the rise of the New Era 


makes по 


As this interpretation was made over thirty years ago it 
cannot have been prompted by recent events, and merits 
attention. 

It is shown that the periods of prophecy—1260 and 2300 
years—are real and exact astronomical cycles, as valid for 
the measurement of time as the solar day and year; and 
this, dating from a time when there were no astrononiical 
instruments capable of accurate measurement, is а fact which 
goes far to establish true revelation. 
. Dr. Grattan Guinness’s book, which is disfigured by 
much theologica! bias against Roman Catholicism and 
Mahomedanism, is now, I believe, out of print, but its con- 
clusions have been embodied and supplemented in a new 
hook, “ Prophecy and the War in the Near Eust." The 
facts of the astronomical cycles throw а most interesting 
light on the “ yenr-day " system of interpretation, which 
derives additional force from the concluding veises of the 
book of Daniel, that only in “ the Time of the End ” should 
these prophecies be understood 
Авоугк, B.A., 


* “The Sixth Vial,” 78 рр. Ву the Kev. L, 
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Of course, there is no reason whatever to infer that in 
physical end of the world ” is implied; but it may reasor 
ably be inferred to mean that we are now living in the end 
of an Age, or Era іп its history 

Further, many attempts have been made to refer 


Nero, Attila, Napoleon Т., and 


prophecies to person 


ex-Kaiser have shared with Mahomed and the Pope the 
doubtful honour of prophetic mention No prophe 

says St. Peter. “is of private (7.e., ‘special’ or ‘personal 
interpretation," and this agrees with the whole view of the 
Bible as dramatic history According to this view, not 


persons, but principles are referred to, however much some 
personalities ma* embody the principles. The Antichrist (th: 
Beast), is the principle of materialism; апа the False 
Prophet’’ is not Mahomed, пог the Pope, but is a princ'pl 
for which it is difficut to find another name than dogmati 

it represent the mind which erects its own limited vic 

into an orthodoxy and teaches them as absolute truth, con 
demning or even persecuting, those who differ from it 
These are they which the Lord Jesus shall slay with 
breath of his mouth, and bring to nought by the manifesta- 
tion of his presence’’ (II. Thess. ii. 8, R.V.); and if, as 
many think, this “ Second Advent should prove to be 
neither more nor less than the opening of men’s psychic 
faculties to perceive the Presence that has been alway 
there, that will put an end to the doctrinal literalisms 
which, calmly considered, carry their own refutation Not 
till Materialism and Dogmatism are banished from the 
hearts of men will the causes of any real change come into 
operation, whatever Leagues of Nations may hope. 


SPIRIT-COMMUNICATION. 


CREDULITY AND 


It frequently happens that, wher: an investigator of 
eminent scicntific or literary attainments, after many years 
of cautious and critical research, attests his belief in spirit- 
communication, some eloquent divine or distinguished -nar 
of science immediately makes use of the word ‘ credulity 
The critics appear in no wise to realise the misuse of 
language or the infringement of the laws of thought of 
which they thus render themselves guilty. It is true that 
a belief in the same proposition may arise as the result 
either of credulity or of profound and logical thought, but 
it is very necessary to distinguish between the two attitudes 
An erudite and thoughtiul divine, for example, after care- 
fully weighing the respective arguments of Christian 
Apologetics and rationalistic criticism may adopt а belief 
in the Divinity о? Christ, as also may an ignorant African 
negro on hearing for the first time what he regards as a 
beautiful story. Credulity might not be an unfair desciip- 
tion of the mental attitude of the latter, but it would be a 
preposterous misuse of language to apply it to the former 
Siimlarly, а nerson of uncritical mind who attends 
doubtful publie “ séance " and, after witnessing weird per- 
formances of alleged spirit agency, immediately adopts ond 
retains a belief in spirit-communication, may fairly be said 
to be animated by little else than a spirit of credulity. Such 
a case, however, is utterly different from that of a critical 
and conipetent investigator, who, after probing and testing 
the phenomena in the most stringent manner for many years 
adopts the spiritistic hypothesis. It would be mere follv to 
stigmatise a belief so arrived at as the outcome of credu: ty 
and this would still be the case, even though the spiritistic 
hypothesis should ultimately prove to be untenable 1 
* nebula hypothesis ’’ of Laplace is now largely discredited 
by many modern astronomers, and it may be that Weismann's 
biological theory of the non-transmissibility of any after 
acquired characteristics may ultimately prove to be un- 
founded. Yet no one could legitimately accuse these 
eminent mea of credulity, merely because their conclusions 
might prove to have been erroneous. 

In like manner, the mass of evidence on which the belief 
in spirit-communication is based is of so striking and varied 
a character (though largely unknown to the general public 
and the scientific world) that the spiritistic hypothesis 
remains а rationai and logical deduction from the facts, and 
the charge of credulity merely indicates a mental failure 
to grasp the nature of the problem 

We can well imagine the great difficulty which Darwir 
would have experienced, if called upon to defend his doctrine 
of natural selection against a critic who knew next to 
nothing of natural history. Yet a similar difficulty is felt 
by the cautious psychical investigator who has to nwet 
attacks on the spiritistic hypothesis by critics, scientific and 
otherwise, who have but the slightest acquaintance with the 
phenomena and evidence on which this hypothesis is based 
E. W. DUXBURY 


Taere сап һе no peace—social, personal, or international 

until the spiritual basis of life is openly acknowledged 
there is no solution for the ills of society save in the recog- 
nition of the spiritual. If I am spirit, then, too, my 
brothers are spirits; they are not mere “ labour,’’ nor 
“ hands," not the ** mob " ; they are individual spirits going 
the same road as all of us, and their wealth is not thé 
üttance that they earn, but the love that they hold in their 
“ Self Training," by Н, Ernest HUNT, 
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THE LATE MR. J. J. MORSE. 


THE FUNERAL. 


The interment of the remains of the late editor of the 
* Two Worlds " took place on Monday, the 21th ult., at the 
Southern Cemetery, Manchester. The were attended 
by а great concourse of friends, including Mr. J. Knight, 
Mr. T. Tyrrell, Mr. J. T. Ward, Mr. M. Harwood, Mr. J 
Jackson, Mr. A W. Orr, Mr. S. M. Davies, Mr. H 
Hobson, Mr. C. G. Rickards, Mrs. M. A. Stair, Mr. F. Hep- 
worth, Mr. J. Н. Meal, Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Bentley, апа 
other prominent workers in the movement. After the sing- 
ing of a hymn, “ Nearer, my God, to Thee," 
delivered by Mr. Ernest Oaten, who paid a glowing tribute 
to one who for fifty years had been a trusted servant of the 
spirit world, and whose work had been the means of bringing 
that world nearer for thousands of those dwelling їп this 
one. He had laboured long and strenuously for the cause he 
served, and now that he had laid aside the worn-out material 
form he had passed to a life in which he would reap 
exceeding rich reward for his labours on the earth. 
could congratulate him on his ascension to those brighter 
realms, feeling only joy that he had gone to join the hosts 
of arisen workers who, like him, had been the servants 
the spirit world. The ceremony terminated with the singing 
of “ Blest be the tie that binds." Many beautiful floral 
offerings were sent by friends and sympathisers. 
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Some TRIBUTES AND A SUGGESTION 

Mr. J. J. Vango, of 56, Talbot 
Bayswater, W.2, writes:- Our 
loss by the passing to the higher life of our old and respected 
friend, Mr. J. J. Morse, the editor of the “ Two Worlds.” 
Ihave been closely associated with him for the last thirty-six 
years, during which time I have personally known not only 
his fine public work, which will always stand out in the his 
tory of Modern Spiritualism, but a great deal of private 
work which has been done without fee or reward, 
as I have known him his life has been self-sacrificing. 
told him for years that he was working far too hard, and that 


Richmond Road, 


cause has sustained a great 


toad, 


For as long 


I have 


he ought to curtail his exertions, but his love for the cause 


he nobly represented was much too great for him to do so 
Т, with thousands of others all over the country, am deeply 
sorry that he was not destined to remain with us long enough 
to see the fiftieth anniversary of his labours, at which time 
he was to receive a testimonial from the hands of the 
Spiritualists’ National Union. As Miss Е. Morse, 
daughter, is the only surviving member of the family, I would 
suggest that the testimonial be allowed to go on and be pre 
sented to her. Miss Morse has been her father’s right hand 
for a long time, for his health has not been so good as the 
public were led to believe. She also nursed her mother dur- 
ing a long and trying illness. I am sure that nothing would 
give Mr. and Mrs. Morse more pleasure than for this sugges- 
tion to be carried out. 

Mr. Thomas Blyton, of Babington Road, N.W., sends the 
following reminiscences :— Some readers of Ligur will recall 
Mr. Morse's early training in an upper chamber of Mrs. 
Main’s premises in Bethnal Green, to which the faithful in 
those days flocked in goodly numbers; and these meetings, in 
conjunction with those of Mr. Robert Cogman, were instru- 
mental in the cultivation of Mr. Morse’s trance mediumship 
until he placed himself under the tutelage of Mr. James 
Burns, at Southampton Row, W.C. A large number of Mr. 
Morse’s trance addresses are to be found in old copies of the 
weekly journal “ The Medium and Daybreak.” While resi- 
dent at 53, Sigdon Road, Hackney Downs, he presided over 
the closing destiny of the old Dalston Association of Inquirers 
‘into Spiritualism, the meetings of which were well sustained 
or u considerable period during his tenure of office. During 
his sojourn there hs installed his first printing press, com- 
posing printing, and ing a monthly sheet, and thus gain- 
Ing а kind of foretaste of his future literary usefulness to 
the movement. His fraternal attitude towards all sections 
of the spiritualistic cause won for him an innumerable com- 
any of warm friends, a marked feature of his long career. 
tn assing from our midst he has doubtlessly received a warm 
welcome from a host of spirit friends who preceded him, and 
Пе will continue his services on our behalf. 
Miss E. P. Prentice (Sutton) writes:—It was with pro- 
nd regret that I read of the transit of Mr. Morse, to whose 
per I have been a contributor for a number of years. The 
Iver lining to this cloud is the meeting with his beloved wife 
the beyond. Т think his daughter should be the recipient 

money collected for the Memorial Fund. It would 
rtainly be his wish, and many will be willing to assist by 

g their mite. 
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INDIAN MAGIC AND THE ROPK PRICK. 


The paragraphs we have quoted from the Pras Чай a 
regard to Indian magic, especially the famous rope trick, 
have drawn two communications on the subject from !ady 
corresponde.its. В. M. writes 

“In Jacolliot's beok he makes a point which I do not 


think has been mentioned—viz,, that the Indian fakirs who 
perform those) feats are a distinct grade of men acting for 


the Brahmanic temple worship. Some become teachers, 
others wait in the temples, others go out to continually 
arouse wonder and awe amongst the people. That is why 
no money bribes them, nor foreign patronage—but where 
they find earnestness and a desire to know they ure free 
to offer their knowledge—as the fakir did in Jacollict’s 
case," 

For a very full account of the rope trick, accompanied 


by valuable comments, we are referred by our second corres 
pondent, Mme. Isabelle de Steiger, to Madame Blavatsky's 
"Isis Unveiled,” Vol .I., page 473 ef seq. Mme. de Steiger 
herself accepts the solution offered by some witnesses of the 
trick that the whole audience is hypnotised. She says 

' I remember a statement made some years ago by an 
officer whici somewhat confirms this solution. He wished 
to join the sightseers at a certain hour at which they were 
to assemble to meet the fakir, but was detained, and when 
he did arrive he found them already arranged, so he resoived 


not to break the circle, but to remain outside, a quiet 
observer of what happened Nothing at all happeneu so 
far as he could sce, but the spectators manifested such 


extraordinary emotion at something they apparently saw that 
he was fillel with amazement and curiosity and on inquiry 
he was informed that they had just witnessed the rope trick. 
Further inquiries at the time and since caused him to come 
to the conclusion that they were all hypnotised and the whole 
scene was an illusion." 

But while entertaining no doubt that this is the true 
explanation Mme. de Steiger regards such a feat far 
beyond the capabilities of the ordinary skilled mesmerist : 

** Tt is one to be performed only by a philosopher who has 


reached without any doubt the power of controlling the 
mental vision of minds on a lower level of consciousness. And 
this power 15 of the rarest and highest Madame 


Blavatsky's allusions to it are neither far-fetched nor untrue 

" Tt is quite within one's understanding that the very 
few fakirs who had achieved certain magical powers, as they 
would be called, would be held in both reverence and 
fear by their rulers, whether political or religious; and 
that these would hide such members of the community some- 
what in the background, be very much opposed to their 
coming out ot their usual retirement, and most averse to 
them * trading’ with their magical knowledge or allowing 
any exhibition in their own or any country without great 
caution and only on special and rare occasions." 


With regard to the other leat to which reier- 
ence has been made, the miraculous growth of the 
mango tree, Mms. de Steiger reminds us that about 
three years ago she contributed an article to the 
“ Occult Review " in the course of which she quoted seme 


paragraphs from a very rare little book, the history of Mlle. 
de la Sarre, а mediwval French lady occultist of high birth 
and position. This lady recounts in one of her letters the 
experiments she made with her teacher and cousin, Mons'eur 
Olévier, with regard to his possession of the “ universal fluid " 
by means of which a little pot plant, a tulip, grew and 
blossomed in a few hours. “* It is," says Mme. de Steiger, 
* by the understanding and use of the * Universal Fluid 

that the magicai process with the mango plant by the fakirs 
is supposed to be effected. Both the * Universal Fluid ’ and 
the * Elixir of Life ' possess life-giving power and both are 
properties, unknown to scientists, inherent in the cosmic 
ether.” 


Next week we hope to publish an appreciation of the late 
Mr. J. J. Morse, from the pen of our Scottish contributor, 
the Rev. Stanley Gordon, who first met him in 1875, in which 
year Mr. Morse gave an address in Glasgow at the Trongate 
Hall. 

LIKE the fat boy in “ Pickwick,” the clever lady who 
writes under the pseudonym of Frank Hamel is evidently 
bent on making our flesh creep. We have no difficulty in 
accepting the characters in ** The Luminous Pearl ” (Gratton 
and Co., 6/- net)—the real, human characters, that is 
genuine portraits of men and women: they are natural and 
life-like; but the story itself, which is run through with the 
breathless rapidity of a cinema film, is an odd mixture of the 
natural and the grotesque; the most ordinary incidents of 
everyday life, as most ordinary mortals are acquainted with 
it, alternating with a queer, incredible phantasmagoria of 
horrors, in which a beautiful, soulless enchantress, who i 
sometimes woman and sometimes fox, plays, with other simi- 
lar creatures, а leading part. The why and wherefore of 
everything that happens we were unable to fathom, but it 
Was satisfactory to find that no powers of ill, however fear- 
some and blood-curdling in their manifestation, can in the 
end prevent true love from coming into its own. This, at 
least, can be said for the story—that once begun, it is not 
easy to put it down till finished. 
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THE CHURCH AND SOCIAL SERVICE, 
Parish Chureh 
upporb of the Life and 
Church. of England UT 


A short time since I received through the 
some vigorous pamphlets in 
Liberty " movement of the 


explained very convincingly the need for reien from 
Parliamentary control of religious question o that the 
Church might deal with the inequality of benefic the 
removal of notoriously inefficient elerg the revision ol 
tle Prayer-Book, and other matter No. 9 of the 

pamphlets, When the Church is Wree,” looks forward t 


reat social activity though why that should not come first 


i nob very evident, It нау! The Church is commissioned 
to bring to bear on all phases and problems of life 
politica socia! and economic the Mind of Christ 


' Vxcellent, E paid, '* Now we may hope for a real recover 
of that influence whose loss Churchmen deplore: И the 
Church-people throw themselves heart 
shall soon see the spiritual influence 
Our parish contains a large 


and soul into thia we 


regained 
well-to-do 


number ol mem 


hers in its residential area, and also а large number of poor 
in mean flreets much overcrowded There ів no Non 
conformist or Roman Catholic chapel. A communal kitchen 
would be a great boon to some of the hard-worked women 
jt would be а training school for girls and young, wive ít 


would improve the feeding; it would reduce the cout ol 
living; it would give more leisure and much-needed rest 
Or a free library, with arrangements for 
(Шеш lectures and a restaurant bar after the pattern of 
te YMCA, and а billiard room, wovld make а social club 
where men and women could spend pleasant evenings :n a 
сіп atmosphere. 

Another scheme has been proposed for à War Memorial 
W take the form of a village institute more or less on che 
above lines with a recreation-ground This latter i 
especially needed, the children have no play-ground but ch 
wreet, The aim is to give the large number of the artizan 
das the opportunity of social life, interesting lectures, and 
the employment of their increased leisure in healthy and 
congenial ways, " Now," I thought here i Li 
opportunity of showing, in one place at least, that we 
Church-people mean what we say and do not deal in nebulou 
phrases П was therefore with much pleasure that I heard 
tat û parish meeting was to be called to decide on the 
form of à War Memorial 

The proceedings were opened 
guidance of the Holy Ghost. It 
that the decision of the Holy Ghost had already 
ря. the Church Council had decided on a Leds 
Mapel to be added to the church, and on an enlarged vests 
they had the architect’s plans ready and the estimate 
12500 in round figures, being £600 for the memorial chapel 
£1,500 for the vestry, and £400 for removing and re-erecting 
the organ, The meeting was really called to endorse the 
decision and to register subscriptions Вот 
more vigorous aid to the social scheme were set 


lantern and 


with а 
oon appeared, however 


prayer for the 


been 


proposals for 
aside, though 


it Was pointed out that money given for the one scheme w ould 
probably be lost to the other. The meeting, im which the 
аи elemen; was very slightly, if at all, represented 


the result was reported 
“ The реги 


wipporled the church plan. When 
in the mean streets, the comment wa 
don't. look beyond themselves.’’ 

The critici#in seems to me just. 

The Church has thrown away one opportunity for leader 
sip after another, The clericals opposed the 
they hounded Colenso out of the Church, they anathemat‘sed 
Darwin, they abused the Higher Criticism and Biblical 
rewarch, they still, as a body, refer the psychic facts to the 
Devil or to illusion: they preached contentment to men on 
the borderline of the submerged tenth There are 
tiered to them two opportunities—one is the reception and 
Mudy of those paychic facts and guidance into а true inter 
relation of them—a real and immediate “ resurrection 
п which each soul really reaps as it has sown; the other i 
trie social service, The chaplains have done splendid work 
in the war; can this work not be continued in peace? 

The temple of God is not made with hands, but of flesh 
and blood, and no beautification of the mere edifices is ‘to the 
Нину of God” while brothers and sisters have no light in 
their lives, As every ounce of effort was required to win the 

ar, xo every whilling is required to win internal pence 

re the opportunity has been partially thrown away ; will it 
beso genera ly? Will Laudy-chapels and altars and reredoses 
and wuchlike ecclesiastical decorations be adopted пя War 
Memorials, or will the Church exhort the congiegations to 
neither money nor work to provide the mechanism: of 
Pe progress without which the spirit cannot act? Who 
ton say? Wut this iv certain: the Mind of Christ, who «aid 
Тлли ла ye have done it to one of these least ve 
have it unto Me" would most certainly set 
Todal service far before everything else if 
orzan class, which now passes religion by, were to see 
lind animating the whole Church, there would very 
be по cause to lament loss of influence. If it ія not 
ie verdict will be, “ The gentry don’t look beyond 
Ive ^; and the verdict will have consequences. 
ivilisation might be defined ns that state of life in which 
p ан from the incessent struggle for mere 


made 


geologist 


поз 


lenves neither time nor energy for develop- 


true evolutionary goal of the soul, Till 


PET. 11 


the better life possible for all honest workers wo are not 
û truly civilised nation I'he Church claims a mission of 
eivilinaution in the | he enm 1 her take the mean 
I th ithou orl in фей 
Ко! 


THE BORDERLAND OF MATTER, 


There is more than one borderland Phere 1 order 
land ol A ream ob hi Г In has flowed over 
But there 1 nother borderland cientisti taud near i 
Ihe most notable advance leading to the er frontier ol 
matter dentified h the Crookes tube and radios 
Phe шапа п froi ина tube iv be the | flight 
nero hi enti borderland between matter. and h 
lies beyond it 

Chemical finity causes electricity to fl it \ 
cell Nhe шит urrent пип hrough er pr 
duce electro j or a Jloosenin 0 chemical и ‘ 
he een o el nd hydroget li itid rue th he 
prom ‘ the reverse ot « h other ‘ ould not Ix и 
prised to learn ої other ntithen И on ith should Ix 
to bear out in the laborato he theor that ener nd 
matter are convertible md fundamental he ‘ 
пиру two pects ob the ime, the relations between | 
and matter and between soul and bod ould become р 
hensibl 

lhos ho are not actual experimenting the t 
ol their lite and ought, ean OI peak on purel sientif 
ibjecta with diff nee Fhe riter Kets the highs 
on first-hand knowledge He ould, however rol һ 
tandpoint of the pupil, ask the scientific reader f Lini 
ome que поп nich m ! ‘ I mpo ut Di rir por 
the relation ib ting be een еш ind gm Ler 1 
thi When cathode ra re dellected and become Кот 

has the ion changed ite character | m being par 
Я un om doi t becon pu 101 1 і ere wo the 
borderline eon mate | and f ‘ | seen Led 
Shoul it be placed beyond doubt that matter h he 
chang into ether p on un propo lon И ‘ 
pulsation may be changed into matter и seem b 
reversal of à natural pro ougl er fleren 
tions might be nec I Our knowledge natter I 
pressing l'he more one examines the facts t и i 
ошен to the realisation that e so-called materialist « 
need be thorough-going enough to blossom forth into à fir 
cla »piritist Stagnation nd prejudice › папи 
one ur п ire и enoj ‘ 

Chere is reason to believe that en ould 
wsent to Rontgen 1 bei | bed Г пы 
ether И tin re not ol nature | hen are the 
И the г; re not pul j neither are ‘ he orig 
ion, for tl | | I I І ‹ 
cathode га ion or pu T í my TA, 
of the constituc | n | ра! 
called ions ! e up an at he dinin 
и т t in › el tri I І I 
nu 1 ‘ I І And | 
lisint T i ‘ 

ИП J І [| I І I 
1 pparer ‘ ‘ 

na ‹ ithe WI I ‘ I 
Nature a principle от nei hicl hough 1 | 
escaped Чем 1 et d í propertie nd p« 
tialitt beir int нике Ke or 1 

onder ТТ 1} І nd 7 А 
known till the time of the pioneers of the enci A finer 
ort ol matter may exist пя the ehicle of psych phen 
mena Che baseless fabric of û dream ” n turn out to 
be perfectly material, though the matter of which the vision 
ія composed does not re to such test e can арр! 

If it be proved that n er and force are on nd ihat 
that dual unity n explain the fi "Шу ol hidden 


thought or by the 
! 


ploration by 
called death, the ground 
tand should be as firm as faith (which 
ured as the fact that the sun 
be proved by a scientific « 


univers 
introduction of the 
which Spiritualist 
ія thought) and as a 
Ultimately it т 


omy open 10 « 


change upon 


hine 


planation 


dimple enough t be taught in elementar chool 
Тик spiritual man will adopt a spiritual seale of value 
often at variance with that of the world at large, and he 


will look at things not so much in their phenomenal aspect 
пи in the light of their eternal valus Ву во doing he will 
lose nothing of the best that this present world can give; he 
will be no ascetic or kill-joy, but simply а sane, poised, and 
broad-minded individual; he will be happier far than thos 
who mistake excitement or entertainment and luxury for 
happiness, for he knows that the kingdom of the heart hold 
Within itself ite heaven and ite hell, and that it is not in 
places above or below that these are situated, but in the 
state within.—'' Self Training,” by Н, Кихивт Номт 
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RECONSTRUCTION AND THE CHURCHES. 


‘ I he ( | I heartil ena D 
Mr. W Co | ıe Church 1 eep abreast 

t ne le , nd I ir ( I t 

‘ pl I rat nd D hin enrichir 
I } 1 the t І lations that 1 er 
pourir rom the Eternal F« but certain sentence n 
I I irp | f I L [ one moment 
I ed 1 that he should think th the preaching 
ndle t t | | pical of the teachin en 
pulpi I have т heard tl preached for v« man 

id I have been tendant at 

charche But what surprised me more was this sentears 
The doctrine of eternal torments preached by Christ Him- 

If stands unrepealed in the Ne Testament Phink 
of these brave fellovy Christ-like making the supreme 
rifiee of laying down their lives for the right, and that 
othe might be saved from hell-like horrors, being possibly 


damned to all eternity because they have not met the 
requirements formulated by the Church 


Is it possible that he can think that there is anything in 


Christ's teaching or in the New Testament to support uch 
à notion? A little further on he ays it is a notion 
inconsistent with the whole spirit of Christianity whic i 
the fairest flower of human aspiration 
He who said Greater love hath no man than this, that 
а man lay down his life for his friend," and who taught : nat 


1, not by opinions but by their conduct 


men will be judg 
towards one another (see St. Matthew xxv. 31-46). never :aid 


anything to Justify the notion which Mr. Wake Cook speaks 


of with such just. horror 

That mankind will reap what it sows that wicked 
doers will be punished, is of course taught in the New 
Testament, and indeed it forms a part of the teaching; ої 
all great religions, and the human conscience demands 1t, but 
the idea that Christ proclain endless torments” « à for 
the wicked seem: to rest on а misapprehension of the signifi 
cance of the words He used. In the passage in St. Matthew 
to which I have referred He вау These shall go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into life eternal 

The Master's words have been much misunderstood, they 
have been interpreted in a sense contrary to ''the who 
spirit of His teaching (surely this should be considered 
unjustifiable in the case of any teacher or writer; phrases 
should be interpreted in the hght of the general teaching 
Dean Farrar showed clearly 
“eternal is not a word 
no Jew ever under- 


and not as isolated sentences) 
in his valuable books that 
synonymous with “ endless '' and that 
stood by * Gehenna’ а punishment from which none who 
incurred it would escape; and therefore that our Lora 
unless He expressly explained that He was using the word 
Gehenna я d possibly have 
attached to it the attribute of necessary endlessness 
Mercy and Judgment р, 143.) 
There are Greek words which denote endlessness but 


new sense—could not 
(See 


eternal is not one of them. Moreover, when Christ 
speaks in this parable of eternal punishment, He uses a word 
which signifies remedial punishment, not vengeance; to 


express this another Greek word would have been used. The 
editor of ** The Jewish Chronicle." says Endless torment 
has never oeen taught by the Habbis as a doctrine of the 
Jewish Church (* Mercy and Judgment," p. 206). И is 
therefore entirely improbable that. Christ should have taught 
this doctrine. When He speaks of the worm that dies not 
and the fire that is not quenched He was quoting from the 
prophets, the classics of His day (Isaiah Ixvi. 24; Ezek. хх 
17; Jeremiah xvii. 27, xxi. 12), and when we refer to the 
sources of these phrases we see that the fire that should not 
be quenched was used ак a parable of the judgment on 
Jerusalem which obviously could not continue for ever, 3100 
the prophe* held out hopes of future restoration, There 1 
however, a sense in which we may be thankful that ther« 
is а Divine fire of judgment which man cannot quench, which 
will burn until it has purified the dross out of the heart» 
of men, Both worm and fire are purifying agents and there 
fore Christ say Every man shall be salted with fire 
(the fire acting not only as a destroying, but as a purifying 
agent) 

One cou'd say much more on this matter, but this must 
suffice 

Has any great Teacher b 
came to show us Love as the true religion for mankind ? 

There is one other point Mr. Wake Cook quotes the 
words, “I am not come to send peace, but a sword," as if 
they were inconsistent with the angelic song '' Peace on 
earth ” and the title * Prince of Peace” But “ the Prince 
of Реасе”! was only facing and stating a fact which all 
experience confirms, namely that he who raises the standard 
against wrong is sure to meet with opposition, that to be 
faithful involves contest and struggle, and often persecution 


nso misunderstood as He who 


VAMPIRE AND КАСТ 


By Crom. Н. Warne 


Ihe conception of vampire old as the Bab 
mentioned by Horace two thousand years ago, is п 
t nificance, apart from its more modern forn 
ilves, revenants, ghouls, and strige; and the ep 
730 in Hungar 
The inner meaning of vampirism has a greater 
for present-cay life The purely visual side of tl 
l ilmost vanished, but the inception which prob 
it original birth in the reasoning mind of ar 
unconscious psychologist has developed, and car 
more properi understood Vampirism to-d 
totally different. more insidious, and sometimes q 
nsciou ature, but none the le real— and 
present-da inder-current ignored or practi 
thought of, by a mercenar materialistic orld 
We are beginning to realise at t that man 
a mere self-contained machine to exploited b ( 
favoured ones for their own gains; man 1 ve 
instrument—receiver and transmitter combined. Н 
is a housinz for intelligent forces, more ubtle tł 
muscles, his brain is the instrument for receiving c 
pressions, the real fuel, and is the medium to hi 


Each one of us lives on the other, apart from m: 
One of these insidious man-forces has already been рап 
formulated -thought transference —but it t 

resultants have not been fully considered Thou 
brain, brain acts on brain, through unconsciou 
channel iach human entity is a store-house for ‹ 
coming in, going out, the residue absorbed by :ts« 


daily functions 

Some give out more energy than they receiv 
thers ome (veritable absorbers) suck in from othe 
than their share, which, added to their own low 
keeps them going; and other consciously or 
derive all their apparent energy this 
denser they are generally abnormaliti« in 
otherwise, who have this terrible power of sucking 
out of other it may be an unconscious pow« 
but somet 


unnoticed in a none too observant world 
is realised by those who possess it, and used a 
earth-adyancement Nerve-suckers brain 

absorbents of all adjacent energy whi 
these creature and 


icker 


suckers 
used for their own end 
exist—are the true vampires- the ghouls of 

I have met one or two of these energy-absorb 


humar 


watched their lives; those I have met were often igi 
conceited and undersized—compelling in busine 
in home life To a well-organised community p 
their self-interest and possibly the interest of «how 
them, they are a serious danger by redistributing ener 
a way detrimental to the general good; and 
lightened world with eyes well open to the possil 
psychologica! action. would curb their energi 
try to neutralise their selfish activiti 

Of course adequate control of these vampir« 
about in no other way than by public opinion № 
law can reach such subtle, insidious forces, more 4 
than actual offence against the law “А lité 
leavens the whole lump One can guard п 
who is coming at you with a knife, but there nt 


tion against contact with suppressed smallpo 

These, the real vampires, are probably what s 
forgotten philosopher meant in his discourses, and wi 
ignorant wo:ld cloaked in a more tangible form —th 
wants something to see and handle before it believe 
mind may eventually come into its own, who know 

Study human nature and vampirism will be 
permeating all communitic high and low; it is the 
abnormalities, the fuel behind conceit 


SIR OLIVER LODGE ON ETHER AND MATIS 


On Friday, the 28th ult., at the Royal Institution 
Oliver Lodge gave an address on the electrical then $ 
matter Не spoke of spatial ether and the difficultie® 
ascertaining either the speed or direction of the He | 


bodies throngh врасе— а fact which had led to the doctr 
ln the last portion of his addr 


telativity of all motion 
now under discussion reg 


referred to various theories 
the constitution of the atom Not only was matt 
tremely porous, but possibly the atom had no solidi 
suggested that the difference in the chemical elements 
the number of positive electrons forming the nucleus 
atom and the number of negative electrons revolving ab 
nucleus, 'l'his theory closely corresponded w th the elem 
atomic weignts und pointed to the possibility of a 
four new elements to our vresent list Ап immense 
of knowledge on the subject was accumulating in the 
pot on the structure of the atom and its relation tof 
We might speak of the astronomy of an atom 

astronomy of the solar system in their many рої 


resemblance 
М.Е! 
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THE PRESS AND PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 

The interest manifested in our subject in the pre con 
tinues unabated. The report of the Cardiff séance alluded 
to in last week's “Notes by the Way" ha been followed by an 
account in the ** Star '' of the 26th ult. of a private sitting 
hdd in a «mall room in a cottage in Merthyr, and attended 
by a representative of the '* Evening Ехрте of that town 
iwho furnishes the description and who is stated to have been 
а confirmed sceptic), and by five other persons The mediun 
4 young woman, was securely roped to her chair 
reporter declares that there were no trick knots, When the 
light was put out the usual physical phenomena followed, A 
musical box was wound up and played, a host of small object 
were thrown about the room, bells were jingled, and the visi- 
tor felt the fingers of a smal! hand, evidently the hand of a 
child, pass from his knee up to his face, tap his temple and 
comb his hair. When the candle was again Jit the mediun 
was discovered still securely bound as before The new 
aper representative wisely offers no explanation, contenting 
imselt with affirming that '' the actual occurrence of the 
phenomena was unquestionable,” 

This reticent attitude is not shared by Mr. Neville Mas- 
kelyne ог by “ Truth." "They know how these things аге 
done! Inthe “ Daily Mail ’’ of the 26th ult. Mr. Maskelyne 
informs the readers of that paper that it is exceedingly diff 
cult for anyone who has not learned something about knots 

to lie пр а man in such а way that he cannot get free, and 

"Truth ' wants to know what the heads of the Cardiff police 

present at the séance with the brothers Thomas were about 
Кш to have turned on their lanterns at the critical moment 

The suggestion in both cases clearly is that the medium es- 

pêd from his bonds, but no attempt is made to explain how 

he performed the much more wonderful feat of getting into 
them again. Collier and cottage girl are credited with con- 
jiring abilities more than rivalling those of the trained pre 

ШШ йог. Mr. Maskelyne gives two séance incidents told 

him by his father one of how the latter very nearly mistook 

a piece of sheet lead cut into the shape of a hand for the 

medium's hand of flesh and blood laid on his arm, and the 
Nother of how a whole company of people were ко absent- 

minded that it did not occur to one of them as surprising 
Dor worthy of remark that the door of the room which н 
) locked by Mr. Stead at the beginning of the séance was found 
tobe unlocked at the end. "These mental marvels put mere 
physical phenomena in the shade. 
| An advertisement by a lady ** possessing unusual powers 
who undertakes to free haunted buildings from the distur! 
ing influences which affect them, gives occasion for some per 
Г legitimate fun-poking by a writer in a recent issue 
ОГ the ** Star," in the course of which he offers suggestions 
iein the style of Gilbert's ** John Wellington Wells 

“number seventy, Simmery Axe ’), as to how the profe 
sional ghost-layer can best bring his or her claims to public 
Wie. The more this kind of thing is held up to ridicul 
| the better. 
| One is impressed by the patience, as well as effectiveness 
with which Sir Arthur Conan Doyle deals with his critic 


and the 


Replying in the “ Evening News " of the 28th ult. to Mr 
Hen Nathan, the well-known actor, who on the eve of under- 


going a critical operation inquired what comfort belief in 


(Spiritualism could afford to the soldier going into battle or 
№0 persons like himself, Sir Arthur, after expressing a 
kindly hope that Mr. Nathan had come through his ordeal 
all well, writes : — 

“Т can assure him that the test he has chosen about 
Spiritualism is the one which it can best bear. I have had 
в letter from one officer who had already won the Military 
(Cross saving that the front trench had been a different place 
№ him since I had half-an-hour's talk with him. Another 
nior colonel remarked that he had absolutely lost all fear 
Of death. It is, above all, the creed for the man who is 
‘going over the top,’ for no true Spiritualist could possibly 
look at death save with pleasurable anticipation.” 

As to Mr. Nathan's objection to the “ degrading idea’ 
Of those on the other side communicating with us by * beating 
dms and tambourines and rapping tables," Sir Arthur 
quietly informs him that he “ will find other things than 
imde phenomena if he looks for them—though they are a 
Hood and obvious starting-point for the materialist.” 
| А revival of the old endeavour to explain the phenomena 
М Spiritualism by conjuring has drawn from Sir Arthur 

following rejoinder: “This continuons reference to con- 

leads me to remind those who write letters to ‘ The 

ily Mail’ that Houdin, Bellachini, and Kellar, whose 
lames may certainly bear comparison with any living rivals, 
ill admitted that the spiritual phenomena were something 
ond their art. They examined Home. Eglinton, and the 
mediums of their time. The absurdity of the conjurer 
tion becomes more manifest when one considers spirit 

hs, clairvoyance, clairandience, automatic writing, 


Е | the other manifestations of forces outside ourselves. 
ія 


clear that whatever the explanation of them may Бе, 
must be one single source from which they all flow. The 
twal explanation does cover them all. But what nas 
ring to do with the clairvoyance which, in a single саке 
which Т have examined. has described correctly а large num- 
ber of our dead soldiers, imnerting great consolation to thei” 
еи Read the Rev. W. Wynn’s ‘ Rupert Lives,’ and 
what conjuring has to do with that,” ЭГ 
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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: WHAT IS IT? 


I have read with interest the letters, on page 60, re 


to the meaning of the saying The kingdom of heaven i 
at hand As an occasional speaker on the Spiritu 

form Г have more than once chosen the word 

lieving them to afford strong support to our teaching 


When shall these things һе? put to th« 


question 
anticipated some 


indicates that His qaestioner 
outward and visible event, which His reply The kingdor 


tartling 


of heaven cometh not with observation hows to have been 
an error But the usual interpretation of the words that 
follow The kingdom of heaven is within you," h fostered 
an error quite as great, namely, that the kingdom of heaven 
i5 merely а tate or condition and not a community 
of intelligent being It should be noted that the word 
were addressed to the Pharisees, whom Jesus likened to 
epulchre fair without but inwardly full of uncleanne 
Thus, it would have been wholly incongruous to have said that 
the kingdom of heaven wa within ” them. I think there 
can be little doubt that the word translated within 
more correctly rendered “in your midst В.У.) or mong 

the kingdom wa not within the individual, but 

within '' or in the midst of the community Thi ‹ 
is confirmed by the fact that the miracles of healing, et« 
which accompanied the preaching of the ki om ire 
constantly referred to as attesting its presence and activity 
{n Luke x. 9-11 we find the injunction Into whatsoever 
city ve enter, heal the sick and вау the kingdom of God 
come nigh unto you; but into whatsoever city ye enter and 
they receive ou not ay notwithstanding, he 
ure of thi hat the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you 
Again in Luke xi. 20, Jesus is reported ay ing If I by 
the finger of God cast out devil no doubt the kingdom of 
God is come upon you [hus we find J and H ] 
ciple pointing to the miracles as evidence of the presence 
of the kingdom just as Spiritualists do to-da We thus ses 
the identity of the gospel of the New Testament and tł 
gospel of modern Spiritualism 

Of course, not all inhabitants of the “ expar re citi 
zens of the kingdom of heaven The another kingdom 
there nd citizenship in the heavenly kingdom impli i 
certain spirit or disposition, just as real citizenship in 
the British Empire doc Hence we may be d to “enter 
the kingdom or to be “ far from ” it, accor to the spirit 
we displa 

J. бторрлит 
SIR A. CONAN DOYLE. 

The current issue o Strand Magazine contains 
їп interview with Sir r Conan Dovle on Life after 
Death yritten by Н Ch h 

In the course of the interview 5 rthur reterred to the 
no well-known case of Mr. Richar Vilkinson and *h« 
evi itial messages from his sor ribed LIGHT 
October 6th, 1917 He also gave some of wn ¢ r 
ences and told of the discovery of the lost r Chay 
described in Mr. F 4 Gat« embrar 
One of his remarks the ır ewe n 
quoting I may nt, but there omething 
ahead which is lea 

From a recent 


has a tull 
is likely to g 
but of these 


Is тнк Ноги or ЮкАтн Риғ-РеткиміхЕр?-- Мт 

Sargeant w - Referring to the above question, I 

like to ask Mr. Fielding-Ould how he accounts for the 

as a shipwreck drowning hun- 
disaster, or an earth 

the spirit world thous: 

Does he think 


has come f 


dents on a large scale, such 
dreds of beings, a big rai 
which sometimes has sent 
earth-clad beings within a few minutes 
possible that the pre-ordained moment 7 
victims? Is it reasonable to believe tha indred 
people, of all ages and states, whose hour has come, arrange 
in ignorance to voyage by a certain ship on 4 certain day 
from a certain port? 

TRANSITION OF A VETERAN Mr. Ernest Me 
* Known to many of us, who esteemed him highly 
Barker (of Finchley Road, N.W.) passed зу on February 
25th, at the age of 84. A man of exceptional vitality and 
devoted to sport in early life, Mr. Barker became an ard 
Spiritualist about fifteen years ago, as the result of co 
sations with myself, and finally of a sitting with Mr. A. Vout 
Peters, on which occasion his mother controlled the medium 
Through the mediumship of Robert Boursnell, to whom he 
was sincerely attached, he got photographs of most of tt 
members of his family, who had gone before, includin 
mother: and himself became a medium of exceptional deveiop- 
ment, his intense Christian faith making him the channel for 
some of the highest and most helpful influences. The funeral 
took place last Saturday, at Hendon Park Cemetery. when 
his mortal remains were laid near to those of his friends, Mr 
and Mrs. Thomas Everitt, for whom he had a profound ad- 


miration and respect.” 
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THE CONSOLATIONS OF FAITH. 
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"Notes By the Way" are omitted this week 
to relieve the pressure on space. 


COMMON-SENSE SPIRITUALISM: 
SYMPOSIA. 


By Stantey De Bears, M.Inst.C.E. (“ V.C. Desertis ’’). 


TWO 


PREFACE. 


No more practical question than our attitude to these 
nomena is before the world at the present time, for the 
which social reconstruction will take must inevitably 

be determined by our decision to give weight to what is 
Sied the super-natural in our conduct of life or to ignore 


The greatest need of the day is a Religion that will be 
not merely assented to but believed in as men believe in 
Hygiene. That Religion will be less a creed than a recog- 

ised principle and guide to practice. There can be no 

question but that the experimental method of physical 
science has completely displaced the old dialectical method 
in all departments of knowledge. The intellectual basis for 
Religion—apart from its purely moral or mystical concepts— 
must be similar in kind. Christianity at its inception 
brought forward such data; the Churches have lost their 
hold on the masses because they produce none. Therefore 
some definite proof of the existence of Spirit is required as 
& point of departure for the many minds which are not 
naturally religious. 

There are two, and only two, logical bases of thought— 
Materialism and Spiritualism—using both words ш their 
widest senses. The one assumes that Matter is self-existent ; 
or, which comes to the same thing, that the non-material is 
negligible. The other infers, chiefly from the obviously pre- 
potent force of moral perceptions, that Matter is the vehicle 
of Spirit. The logical result of the former is the Will-to- 
Power and all the quagmire of inconsistency into which this 
ignis fatuus has led Germany. The other involves the con- 

ion that “ Except the Lord build the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain," which has a close bearing on our 
schemes for social reconstruction. 

The conversations which follow are '' composites " of 
actual occurrences, and represent five distinct currents of 

t. The opinions of the Artist's Wife are nearly 
verbatim. For the statements of the Engineer and the 
Hostess I take full responsibility. 

Weybridge, 

Enn. 1918. 


STANLEY Dr Brats. 


Symposium I. 


An Artist and his wife, a Physician, a Soldier, and an 
Engineer met in the Hostess’s drawing-room to discuss these 


Авивт. Common-sense and Spiritualism are contradic- 
tions in terms. The futile nonsense which is gravely testified 
to by Spiritualists is the greatest outrage on common-sense 
that the world has seen. It is one symptom of a disturbance 
of mind which is nothing less than insane. Religion rests 
on man's sense of something greater than himself in the 
Universe, something which has inspired Art, Literature and 
Religion, and led him towards ideals. Even granting, for 
the sake of argument, that the “ phenomena ” are real, 


Spiritualism debases these ideals and substitutes the gibber. 
ings of “ mediums " and the frauds of the séance-room for 
the ideals which made an Augustine, a St. Francis St 
Bernard, and a Raffaellino. Could it rebuild Rheims Cathe- 
dral or paint the Madonna di San Sisto? It leads down- 
wards, not upwards, 

ENGINEER, Pardon me, my friend, you are missing my 
point. I don’t deny that much so-called Spiritualism is very 
poor stuff. I am concerned with the principle in it—that 
there really is an immediate after-life, not a future hard- 
and-fast separation between the sheep and the goats, but { 
life strictly conditioned by the character which ever 
has developed here: that this is not a matter of r« 
punishments, but is under inviolable laws like the | 
physical nature; and that communication between tl en 
and unseen has been demonstrated. This seems to me to 
supply common-sense data on which those who speak of 
thought being ''secreted by the brain as the liver secretes 
bile " may revise their opinions, and realise that the soul 
of man is a real thing, independently of the b 

A. But this is no novelty. All religic ns have 
most of that; and if people have come to disbel 
not keep the proofs to the calm and reasonable atmos 
scientific research ? 

E. Have the scientific researches of Sir Wm. Crookes, 
Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir Wm. Barrett, Professor Richet, and a 
round dozen of other men of science received respectful 
attention? Were they not first unnoticed and are they not 
violently decried? It seems an unfortunate fac istory 
that no cause makes much advance till it ha 
power of the masses behind it. It was so with 
tianity. It was so with the Reformation; wh 
in the hands of sober statesmen like Sir Tho 
refined scholars like Erasmus, and temperate 
like Dean Colet, it made no tangible progress. Not till 
Luther called in the passions of the democracy, did it be- 
come a power. I don’t deny that democratic Spirit I 
sometimes takes on forms as coarse and vulgar as dem 
politics. 

A. But it is, all of it, so ugly. If there is to be relig 
revival, where is the need to drag the most difficult 
of human existence through the gutter? 

E. Because they concern the gutter-snipes as much as the 

hilosophers, perhaps more so; and we | hoi 
Dx become democratic. Religious fait} 
have been before the world for centuri th 
result seems to me to be symbolised with painful accuracy 
by the painted windows in our churches: we represent those 
who have striven and suffered and prayed as arrayed in im- 
possible robes and with golden dinner-piates round their 
heads—which must astonish them mightily—but we don't 
try to understand them nor the purpose of their lives. We 
erect monuments to our great men, but we don’t read their 
words, nor strive to carry on their work. And as to relig 
faith is it not a fact that the “ faith ’ of which St. Р. 
wrote (before any of the creeds were in existence), which 
meant to him confident trust in God, has now come to mean 
assent to certain complex theological statements? Is not the 
common-sense of average men and women much more im- 
pressed by trivial facts falling within their own experience 


than by the most splendid achievements which lie outside it? 
A. But I maintain that this spookery is not only ugly 
but dangerous. I will give you an example of my own 


knowledge. I know a man and a woman who, writing with 
planchette, were urged to entirely immoral relation mes- 
sages purporting to come from a deceased friend. The in- 
citements were urged with much insistence and plausible 
““ free-love " arguments based on the need for “ relf- 
development.”’ 

E. Yes: and how did it end? 

A. Both persons felt that the communications could not 
emanate from the alleged source, and that to follow them 
must cause a quite honest friendship to end in disgrace. 
They put questions as if they were considering the advice; 
and the answers revealed a hopelessly low moral tone in the 
communicating spook, which finally gave the name of Lola 
Montez—a name quite unknown to either. The man canie 
to me to ask if I had ever heard the name. 

Е. What did you reply? 

A. That Lola Montez was a well-known courtesan of the 
Second French Empire. 

E. Did that carry conviction, or did they accept your 
theory of the astral memory ? ў bé 
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EX ECL. 


-. 1ney ihought it real, because the words fitted the 
character. 
E. Precisely! That is the point. You in no way sut 


prise me. I have know n а tew cases which lead me to agree 


unreservedly that the practice is very dangerous for those 
who do not approach these matters with purity, honesty, 
and a right motive. These are the safeguards. But I have 


known many other cases in which these experiences have led 
to Religion in the best sense of the word, by giving proof 
of the reality of 'an unseen world, and of the survival of 
human souls. For апу of us who are tempted by illicit plea- 
sure or illicit gain, traffic with the unseen is very dangerous: 
I can quite understand that some think it to be diabolical: 
for them it 15 diabolical. But to me it proves the existence 
of ugly souls as well as beautiful ones; a heaven and a hell 
which are all the more real by being created by states of 
mind, not fixed localities. Think what must have been the 
life of Lola Montez since she passed over, if such can be her 
aims now! The thing is just what we make it; those who 
are akin to the noble and the pure attract the noble and 
the pure, and do not suffer any harm from occasional base 
incursions, while base desires willingly lie open to base sug- 
gestions. Give me facts, I say—the more the better; I do 
not fear the conclusions. 

Tue AnrisT's Wire. Oh how I detest it all! I was once 
at a meeting of some really scientific men—Sir William 
Crookes and others—and they were telling how the medium, 
D. D. Home, had taken a glowing coal from the fire with 
his bare hands; and how a table first rose into the air, and 
afterwards became too heavy to lift. Crookes spoke of 
* materialised forms that he could touch.” Such trivial 
nonsense! I was amazed that such men could pay attention 
to such objeciless stuff! Even if it were true it was all so 
senseless. 

E. Do you want me to reply? 

A. W. ї suppose I do. 

E. Well, without the physical facts the whole question 
would resolve itself into mere argument and dialectic. Dia- 
lectic only convinces those who are already temperamentally 
inclined to the view presented: even Socrates found that. 
Dialectic presupposes that starting from admitted premisses 
we can argue out the truth about all things. We have done 
with all that nowadays. АП Science, from bacterial sewage 
to psychology, rests on experiment. "These men were inte- 
rested because the experiments showed the existence of an 
unknown force. 

A.W. But they were not experimenting. They were just 
gaping at things which upset all one's notions of an orderly 
world. 


E. Give them a little time! Astonishment is the frst 
stage of experiment. Since then. a great deal has Боец 
established. 


A. W. What has been established ? 

Е. It has been shown by careful experiment that not 
only are there forces which can balance the physical forces 
of heat, gravity and the like, but that there is also a state 
of matter at present unknown in which it can transmit power, 
but is invisible,* and that these powers can be directed by 
unseen operators. 

A.W. Oh! Spirits! That is worse still! To think that 
the dead have nothing better to do than to move tables and 
to hang about round us! I hate the whole idea! 

E. Well, there 1s ro need to think that; the evidence does 
not show it. What seems to be the case is that those who 
are united by common interests or affection have a kind of 
'* wireless” sensitiveness by which they feel a telepathic 
call. But, of course, as large numbers of those who pass 
out of this life have had their only real interests— dress, 
food, drink, sex, sport, and gossip—knocked out of their 
lives, their only desire is to get back to it; they are des- 
perately dull, and they do '' hang around "': and if anyone 
should try to ‘‘ call up Samuel, or Socrates, or King 
Edward VII., one of these vagrom spirits would 
'* Here's a fool; let's have a joke on him,” and will personate 
with more or less success. 


вау 


А. W. But they all talk such rubbish; nothing worth а 
farthing has ever come through. I have read pages of the 
most utter nonsense automatically written. They are no- 
thing like as good as people can write normally. 

Е. I agree with the last remark in the main. It is the 


natural consequence of human conceit. Average people are 


very easily put off their balance; as soon as they find that 
automatic writing is genuine, they think they are going to 
get revelations; and because their minds are poor in infor- 
mation and ideas, they get poor stuff, which might yet be 
of use to themselves if they would not rush into print. And 
I admit that the communications are mostly curiously 
limited, as if we were conversing with only a part of the 
mind we once knew But when you say that nothing of 
value has come through, I think vou are hardly fair. Have 


Spirit Teachings," or Wallace's 


you read Stainton Moses’ і 
or Miss Dallas’s ‘‘Across 


* Higher Aspects of Spiritualism,” 
the Border ”?? 
A. W. No, and I don't want to. 
E. Just so. I think you are in the frame of mind re- 
ferred to by Dr. Carpenter. who wrote that '* New and start- 
ling facts, however well attested, are often rejected because 


®» Sea “The Reality of Psychic Phenomena," by М. J. CnAw- 
FORD, D.Sc. 


(March 15, jp), 


they are held to be opposed to the indisputable coni 
of science; hence people find that there is no place 

fabric of their thought into which such facts can b 

and until such place is made for them further evide 
the same nature is useless.’’ 


A. W. I suppose that is во I believe the things I 
known and tested by experience of life \ 
№. І have nothing to say to that except that it геп 
the question from the ground of truth to that oft 
There is no obligation to be interested in the subject any, 
than in the study of electricity. l'ais се que dois, advie 


que pourra, will bring anyone out all right. You 
terested in plenty ol things here and now: when you Let oy 


there you will probably think differently. But I would, 


pronounce things °° nons 


mit that we cannot justly 
because one happens to dislike them. After all, the 
of scientific men who have testified to the facts 18 ra 


formidable evidence of their truth. 

PnuvsiciAN. I confess that the growing number of tt 
names somewhat puzzles me. It seems scarcely possiblet 
they can all be deluded. - But I have seen curious and 
fixed delusions among the sick. 

SOLDIER. But these men are not and they ери 
complete scepticism, as I did; only, as men of science 
are open to evidence and are specially qualified to study i 
causes of what they see; that is the first business of апе 
perimentalist. And are we to suppose that their camer 
phonographs, and dynamometers are deluded too? 

P. You don't mean to say that there are mechan 
automatic records? 

S. I certainly do. Prof. Crookes, F.R.S., Dr. € 
D.Sc. (the lecturer in engineering at Queen's Un 
Belfast), Lombroso, and others have published their mea 
ments and photographs. There 18 plenty ot evidence 
those who are interested in it. I have nothing to say араш 
those who are frankly uninterested in the subject ; the pe 
I cannot stand аге °“ investigators " who do not investiga 
but read small parts of what abler men have recorded 
plain away the easy parts, ignore or deny the hard par 
and then launch out into abusive rhetoric, leaving the! 
untouched. They are thoroughly unscientific, for th 
not seek a solution, but only to prove a preconceived пера 

P. I confess I have heard of nothing except on the ph 
logical side, which is that which mainly concerns me. ' 

I have seen some curious things; also, in a sense, delusia 
When I was studying hypnotism I was shown what the 

sultant called ** an experiment in free will.” The pat 

was obviously sound asleep, snoring heavily, in fact. T 
doctor said to him in a low voice, ** You will wake up ont 
last stroke of four, and before you leave you will light : 
candles on my, mantelpiece." The patient continued! 
snore. It was then six minutes to 4 p.m. There was a si 
clock in the room. 


sick, 


We sat down and waited. Оп 
stroke of the hour he stretched and sat up, and, see! 
gave me a brief account of his case (insomnia). 
more was said. Arrived in the consulting room, he took! 
hat and turned to go. When he reached the door he 
back, took off his hat, and stood with his back to the many 
piece, talking. Не then turned, sought a match, lit bà 
candles, and blew them out, with a laugh. I said, “ Wh 
іп the world did you do that for? " Не replied, ““ The в 
came to me to see how they looked." * Do you mean у 
felt you must light them? "' ‘‘ Oh, no,” he said; ““ of cour 
I need not have done so unless I liked. I thought it rath 
funny afterwards." Не turned and went out. My fri 
turned to me and said, ‘ So much for free will! ” 

A. W. How horrible ! 

P. We had an argument afterwards, I remember 
which we agreed that ''suggestion " disproved free will 
that needed disproof), but did not altogether inhibit 4 
power ої choice. 

A. W. That is nearly as bad. 

S. Why? 

A. W. Not even our thoughts are our own. 

P. But why should not unconscious suggestion be 
times the starting point for our choices The 
from higher minds might be useful: Socrates found its 

A. W. I should not like to believe that. 

P. Well, you need not, but it will not alter the fact if 
is a fact. I used to think that a man's belief must turn 
evidence; but I have found that the average man can usu 
whatever he likes, and the ауегаре woman 


suggest 


believe 
can. 
A. W. Thank you! 
Hostess. There isn't 
is Herself. 


any average woman; every wom 

S. Hear, hear! But what if the 
and interpenetration of thought is “ the light of heaves 
so that all our thoughts and memories are known to other 
and that is how “ there is nothing hid that shall not ber 
vealed, nor anything covered but it shall come to light 
That information, if true, seems worth a good mar 
farthings. 

A. Not much joy about that! 

S. I don’t know that; one would soon get used to 
And it explains why everyone would go to his own place as 
his own kind. Napoleon at St. Helena, I have read, spoke 
of possible discussions with Alexander, Cæsar and Hannibs 
about their campaigns. I do not read that he wanted { 
meet Wellington! 


“° spirits ’’ are right 


(To be contianed,) 


Магоһ 15, 1919.] LIGHT. 


“RECONSTRUCTION AND THE 
CHURCHES.” 


Mr. E. Wake Cook (27, Hartington Road, Chiswick, W.4) 
writes ; — 


I wish to thank my courteous critics for their able and 
interesting letters (Ілонт, page Q9), the last three confirming 
what the tirst says, that the Church's doctrine is in a state 
of absolute chaos. ‘heir general effort to show that Christ did 
not preach the terrible doctrine of hell-fire is but another 
manifestation of that Spirit of Christianity which I have 
said is the most beautitul flower of religious thought and 
feeling. The plea that anything we do not like is but Казбеги 
hyperbole is matched by a plea in the other direction. I 
heard a distinguished clergyman say, “ It is now objected 
that the doctrine of fire and brimstone is but a metaphor; 
still we must remember that a metaphor always falls short 

of the reality! " So if it was not fire and brimstone it was 
something much worse ! 

None of my critics tell me anything I did not know, ex- 
cept the Rev. Vale Owen. His statement that a modified 
form of eternal punishment is in agreement with the best 
Spiritualist literature is indeed new to me after fifty years’ 
study of it, at its best. I repudiate it as founded on an 
old-world misconception of the nature of “ sin,” and who 
and what is ultimately responsible for it. I agree with the 
Rey. Ellis б. Roberts that no one now preaches the old doc- 
trines of hell-fire and the total depravity of man. hese 
doctrines are dead and should be buried, as they infect the 
ат, As I have said, the Churches should follow Christ's 
own example апа sweep away all the barbarities of the Old 
and New ‘Testaments, as He swept away the barbarities of 
the teaching of Moses. "This should all be done as formally 
and ав openly as Christ did. Then they should enthrone tho 
lovely “ Spirit of Christianity," with its eclectic cream of 
the whole. This would come as a great shock to slumberous 
folk; and the Churches would then need new sanctions to 
give the authority formerly given by the Bible. These are 
to hand in Spiritualism and Psychical Research, they offer 
boundless wealth in place of the worn-out rags of doctrine 
they would cast aside. These are the only foundations of 
the Religion of the Future. This should be further enriched 
by all that is good in Christian Science. The Divine, the 
Spiritual, and the Mental Healing should be freed from the 
fetters on thought and progress imposed by Mrs. Eddy ; then 
weshould have a soul-satistying religion that would meet all 
the multitudinous demands of the coming time. 

Turning to Mr. Charles W. J. Tennant and Christian 
Бйепее, Г must refute his ‘‘ refutation." I know Christian 
Science inside and out, and I repeat my affirmation that it 
is powerless in some cases, in all those cases in which the 

| teaching has become stale and flat, and cannot arouse that 
spiritual uplifting which it does at first with congenial 
minds, Mr. Tennant says that “ its divine principle and 
mle never vary, and are able to meet and destroy every 
disease in every circumstance when properly applied." I 
would to heaven this were во; it would have saved me bitter 
siffering. Unfortunately, I have much first hand evidence 
to refute Mr. Tennant’s assertion. My wife was an ardent 
|) Christian Scientist, had been ‘ through class," was a mem- 
| ber of the Mother Church, attended every meeting she could, 
' and "did the lessons " regularly. She suffered much and 
IP long, and she died in early middle age, despite the best 
Christian Science could do for her. Another case of a young 
| girl who suffered dreadfully, although a more devout Chris- 
! tian Scientist could not be. АП the very best Christian 
М Science healers were tried in vain; they could not lessen the 
| trouble in the slightest degree. My wife was helped a little 
{ at first while it was fresh and could bring the needed spiritual 
| uplifting; after that it lost its power. In the other case 
the girl had no old fossilised beliefs to be relieved from; she 
grew into Christian Science and it is her only religion; she, 
too, has been “ through class ’’ (a £20 course of instruction), 
and does the lessons regularly night and morning. A friend 
died in great agony despite Christian Science; but he was a 
hard-headed Agnostic Оп whom the teaching could produce 
no spiritual emotion. I could multiply evidence of Christian 
Science failure. Mr. Tennant says I object to them reducing 
God to а Principle. On the contrary, the Father of Modern 
Spiritualism did that long before Mrs. Eddy. My.conten- 
tion was that this is a form of Spiritual Pantheism, so Mrs. 
Eddy's denunciation of Pantheism, while she was a sort of 
f Pantheist herself, is another of her innumerable misunder- 
| standings. Mr. Tennant is as blank бп the question of ques- 
tions, an after-life, as Mrs. Eddy; they can throw no light 
on the all-important subject. The perpetual abuse of “Mortal 
Mind” and the senses is another of Mrs. Eddy's misunder- 
standings of the Eastern doctrine of Maya. These God-given 
senses have important work to do in our education in Time 
for Eternity ; without them we could have no proper ground- 
ing, nor could we properly understand the wondrous works 
of ibe Creator. eir report is true as far as it goes from 
the five-sense standpoint, and this is not invalidated by the 
fact that there are higher standpoints, and vaster faculties 
yet to be unfolded within us. Despite all her confusion of 
"Mrs. Eddy showed a flash of real genius in search- 
ing for a natural Principle at the back of Christ’s healing, 
instead of regarding it ав supernatural. She discovered, 
long after the hypnotists, the power of suggestion, and the 
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value of holding the right thought; that is, the full realisa 
tion of the Divine image in man, and its freedom from sin 
sickness, and death; and thi 


thought tends to realise itself 
in the suffering mortal body 


THE LATE iJ, J. MORSE, 


By тни Rey, BrANLEY GORDON 


I was deeply impressed in learning from the columns of 
Ілсит that Mr, J, J. Morse had passed within the veil to hi 
real work, He was the first who taught me that Spiritualism 
13 а fact and has to be reckoned with. It was in Glasgow 
in the year 1375—more than forty years ago, At tl 
being deeply interested in platform oratory y i 
nouncing that a “ trance oration ” was to be deli 
the Trongate Hall, I accordingly sought th 
up many stairs and somewhat dismal and unattractis 
There was a fair audience of what appeared to be mostly 
working people. Mr, Morse came on the platform and 
underwent a kind of transformation which wa je 1n hi 
countenance. То me at that time it was unaccountable, and 
then Г listened to one of the most beautiful orations I have 
ever heard, I have heard Mr, Gladstone and many of our 
most distingulshed political orator I have listened to 
Jeecher and Parker, and Liddon and Spurgeon, and many 
other eminent preachers, but for beauty of diction and sub- 
limity of thought [ do not think that I have ever listened to 


any address that made so deep an impression on my mind 
I naturally went up to him afterwards to learn his secret 
and was more than surprised to learn that he did not know 
a single word that he had uttered! Here was а phenomenon 
that completely staggered me. We adjourned to the house 
of Mr. 5. Bowman, who was then a leader 1 
movement in Glasgow. Dr, Coates, who 
for the cause of Spiritualism is also present. In the 
house of Mr. Bowman it was “ The Strolling Player " who 


controlled Mr. Morse, and I began to realise what medium 
hip meant, ‘Ihe wit and readiness of repartee on the part 
of '* The Strolling Player " was remarkable was at that 
time Ї met David Duguid, who is still very much alive. My 
duties took me from Glasgow, and I only saw Mr. Morse once 
again, when he was resident in Londor 
Nearly tifty years he has given to the cause of Spirituah 
in this world. He has sown the seed in all lands, often 
amidst hardships and difficulties that few can realise, He 
has borne the torch of truth aloft, and not without result 
There are thousands who owe to his teaching their first 
pressions of what Spiritualism really means, and in his later 
years through the Press and otherwise he has been a cor 
sistent advocate of what he regarded as the greatest of all 
truths. What would this world be without such pioneers? 
They are ever the heralds of the morning, the precursors of 
some new era for humanity, Too often ignored in their 
generation, they are recognised in after year the prophets 
of a new dispensation. But the work of Mr. Morse | 
begun. Such work as his bears the stamp of immortality 
Time alone can determine its value. The pioneers of Spirit- 
ualism will not be forgotten. Mr. Morse will have his own 
place in that noble band who, amidst persecution and 
obloquy, witnessed for those truths which not onl 


much of the teaching of the past as regards tl 
World but which likewise shed such a fl 
problems of the human soul alike 
which we live, and in that mor« 
all so steadily journeying. 


I sre no way out of the world's misery but the w 
would have been found by s will if He had undertaken 
the work of a modern practical statesman, BERNARD SHAW 

“THe Way or ТнЕ Мові) Worta Living IN " consists 
of communications received through automatic 
two sisters, and purporting to come from their 
brother, Jate chief magistrate in Calcutta. Dr 


in an excellent Introduction, bespeaks the re especial 
sympathy for the communicator in view of the greatness of 
the difficulties he would have to overcome in bringing him 
self again within the reach of things terrestrial. We are 
asked, too, in a foreword by the sister who was the main 
channel of communication, to bear in mind, with regard to 


coined words and difficult sentences, that she was an amanu- 
ensis only and not an editor. We recall these appe: 
we note the difference in style between the English of the 
foreword itself and that of the messages which follow. We 
find no oddities of language in the former, but the latter 
while containing much that strikes us as helpful and thought- 
provoking, are marked by an air of wondering simplicity, 
and now and then a strangeness of expression, which are 
much more suggestive to us of the talk of a child than of a 
man of sixty. But we remember that the lessons the com- 


municator had been learning —especially those of absolute 
sincerity in word and deed—are such as belon the re 
newal of the child nature, long forgotten ami › care 


of this world and the deceitfulness of riches." but wi 
which, as the greatest of all feachers has taught us, we shall 
ever find the Kingdom of Heaven out of our reach. The 
book, which is published at 4/- net, can be obtained from 
Miss Leith, 10, Clorane Gardens. Hampstead, N.W.3 
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"A KING'S COUNSEL" ON 
TION WITH THE SO-CALLED DEAD." 


On Saturday, the 8th inst., in pi rallery at the 
London гє ‘ Lord 1 Lady Glenconner, Queen 
Anne's Gate, the 0 I Heard a Voice addressed 
a large audience on ibje tated above He com- 
menced by observing that when } invited to deliver his 
addr he felt ood deal of hesitation and difhdence, since 
he real 1 11 ig а body of experts 
who h enc him- 
self h I № h that 
his experier I ur ex- 
tensive, and 1 ır e те As 
ша ‹ e preser ‹ his inve had been 
carried on in his own family circle, through the mediumship 


of his two daughters 


In any discussion on the subject of psychic communica- 
tions as an abstract matter, two questions arose: (a) were 
they possible? (b) were they desirable? The speaker devoted 
considerable attention to a logical analysis of these questions. 
From the standpoint of the sceptic or anti-Spiritualist wno 
denied mediumship and psychic phenomena altogether, such 
results as were obtained had to be dismissed as either fraud 


or delusion. If in but a single instance it could be proved 


that the results were genuine, then the whole case of the 
opposition collapsed altogether. And as there were multi- 
tudes of absolutely proven cases where the explanation of 
fraud or lusion was impossible the anti-Spiritualist was 
put completely out of court and his arguments were seen to 
be unworthy of any serious attention. As to the second 
point, the desirability of such communications, the lecturer 
appealed to the immense amount of consolation which had 
resulted. That in itself alone justified the practice of spirit 
communication, quite apart irom the immense support given 
to the doctrines of religion (which these phenomena proved 
and vindicated against the materialist and the atheist), and 
the advauce of human knowledge concerning the true nazure 
of life here and hereafter 

In the course of his address the speaker gave some deeply 
interesting particulars concerning the messages received in 
his family circle, and the proofs аЙог 1 that the mediums 
were really in communication with departed friends. These 
and other communicators who had once lived on earth and 
who were drawn to the mediums by sympathy, the true 
spiritual tink, had shown their desire and ability to give in- 
formation concerning and to assist the education 
and spiritual advancement of their charges by every means 
in their power 

' A King's Counsel " concluded his address by some 
vigorous remarks on the Witcheraft and Vagrancy Acts, 
pieces of barbarous legislation which disfigured the Statute 
Book, and which were quite out of harmony with modern 
thought und the advancing education of the public in 
paychi These relics of the dark ages of ignorance 
should be expunged from the statute book. (Applause.) It 


themeselvt 


клепсе 


was nonsense to ıiotain that it was песе ry to retain any 
of their provisions па а defence against fraudulent medium- 
ship. When fraud was practise { it could be reached and 


мі by the Common Law of England, and there was no 
need « pecial statutory provisions for the purpose 

In the course of the discussion which followed the Rev 
F. Fielding-Ould complimented the lecturer on the ability 
which he had shown in establishing his two propositions, the 
reality of mediumahip and ita de irability as an agent of 
consolation. He alluded to teachings as to the im 
mense importance of thought & factor in ameliorating 
human condition It was amongst the subtlest and most 


раш 


pirit 


powerful of forces in human life When strong, construc 
tive, humane and benevolent, it b 1116 up and harmonised the 
outward condition When selfish, disorderly and maleficent, 


it resulted in the destruction and disintegration of life 


Dr. Abraham Wallace referred to his experiments in 
establishing proof of identity вп important part of the 
scientifie side of spirit communication, and inquired if “ A 
King's Counsel " had pursued investigations along this line 

The lecturer, reply 1 that the spirit teachings given 
to him and his family er 1 t! ir rtance of right 


thinking to which Mr. Fielding-Ould | ıd referred As to 


the question of the ident mmunicators, he had re- 
ceived ample ovid: t t ere the vhom t 
prole ed to! The vidence i th ollateral 
Bome of those who 1 fu pr it had testi 
fied to the genuinen: | laims of others whose identity 
as strangers could not be so direct at tested 


n to the attitude of the 
referred to the fact that 


The Rev. А. Н. Le 


Church towards | ' ena 
some of the commur р ore if ın anti-theolozical 
character There er ао suggestions of impersonation on 
the part of some of the control Thus there was reason to 
suppose that Dr. Phinuit, associated with the mediumship 
of Mrs. Piper (who was undoubtedly enuine medium), was 
a dramatisation of the eub-consciousness of the medium 


The proceedings closed with a cordial vote of thanks to 


the lecturer 


“ COMMUNICA- 
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE ATOM. 
By Exnest C. Craven 
I have read Col. Johnson’s letter of the Ist inst. with 


much interest. It to me, however, that we are running 
the original point raised, viz., that the works on 
afford a proof of clairvoyance. If Col 
Johnson will agree with me that they do not, or at all event 


then the 


seems 
wide ol 


oc 


t chemistry 


that the matter is ''not proven, 
settled. 

As a purely side interest I should like to make the fol 
points 


question 1 


lowing observations on the other raised before the 
editorial fiat quashes further discussion. 
established 


“ Our observations cannot be regarded as 


etc., etc. The general trend of this phrase reminds me very 
much of the smug complacency of a “* hell-fire ’’ fanatic who 
failing to impress his views on me, finished by saying, “ Ah, 
my friend, you will not accept the truth now, but when you 
are roasting eternally then you will be forced to admit I was 
right." Whereat I thanked him very much. 

As regards the capacity of the subconscious mind for in- 
ductive reasoning, we must first settle what is meant by 
‘ original work." The great forte of the subconscious mind 
is the building of extended analogies from very small be- 
ginnings. As I have endeavoured to show, both '' Occult 
Chemistry " and the other case mentioned may have been 
built up in this way. Тһе subconscious mind forgets nothing 
once seen or heard, and under hypnosis or in dreams de- 
livers up most surprising réchauffés of matters normally 
forgotten. It is a somewhat suggestive fact that the atomic 
weights said to have been obtained clairvoyantly agree better 
with the older values which thé clairvoyants would have 
learnt at school (probably afterwards forgotten), rather than 
with the modern values. 

I cannot at the moment grasp how an assemblage of atoms 
composed of (a) “ ultimate atoms " four times removed from 
physical plane; (b) a nucleus still more remote, can form 
* common or garden " matter. The nucleus of an atom may 
quite possibly be formed of electrons itself. Sir Oliver 
Lodge's statement merely refers to the mass of the electrons 
which impress a charge on a “ neutral " atom, which then 
becomes ionised. For hydrogen this ratio is 1/1700 as stated. 
It is most extremely unlikely that 18 electrons can complete 
the mass of a hydrogen atom. 

If the authors of “ Occult Chemistry " desire to assist 
science by the “old, old instrument of enlarged human 
vision," may I suggest that they have a wonderful opportu- 
nity at the present moment in attempting to trace the 
bacillus of the present fearful influenza scourge. If they can 
isolate and prepare cultures of this deadly organism they 
will earn the thanks of the whole world. 

I will supplement the suggestion made at the close of my 
last article by offering as test objects for ‘‘ micro-clair- 
voyance," slides of microscopical objects to be described or 
drawn by the clairvoyant. ‘These should be much easier to 
deal with than sub-ultra microscopic particles like atoms 

In conclusion, may I take this opportunity of thanking 
Col. Johnson for his kindness in permitting the examination 
of the works in question and his remarkable collection of 
psychie photographs, also for the unfailing courtesy he has 
shown in the discussion. 


"HOW DOES PSYCHOMETRY WORK?" 
Mr. H. Langelaan (of King Street, Honiton, Devon), 
writes ; 


The article on “ How Does Psychometry Work? " in 
Lieut of March Ist is extremely interesting, and with a view 
to rendering ome assistance in arriving at a satisfactory 
answer to the question I give you here my own thoughts on 
the subject 

Objects appear to receive and retain impressions by means 
sound, heat, light and others impinging on 
them, as, for instance, the bark of a tree, a piece of rock; 
plate in a pinhole or other camera helps te 


of the waves ‹ 


also appear to be able to receive and retain im- 
pressions of the human emotions of joy, grief, love, states 
of health; as, for instance, glove trinkets, and wearing 


apparel 
Objects appear to receive and retain the impress of the 
thoughts and emotions of persons in their vicinity; for in- 


tance, pictures and articles of furniture, 

Objects appear to receive and retain impressions of 
spiritual presences; for instance, altar fabrics and utensils 

The human soul-body also appears to receive and retain 
ill the above-mentioned impressions, and to be capable of 
receiving from objects the impressions, or reflections of the 
impressions, which the objects have themselves received from 
others 

The psychometrist appears to interpret the impressions by 
converting sense impressions into mind impressions 

These tentative conclusions cover all the facts known to 
me 
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THE REINCARNATION PROBLEM. 

In reply to Mr. Vale Owen, may I say that I am not 
Theosophist, and though the doctrine of Reincarnation ap 
peals to me as true, I have no claim to be able to solve diffi 
cult problems connected with it? As a possible solution of 
Mr. Vale Owen's dilemma, however, I would suggest that on 
the rare occasions when an exalted spirit returns for 
special reason to earth, he would be likely to a 
character of his most important incarnation 
case there were obviously good reasons why 
question should appear as Elijah, not as John. 

In your issue of February 22nd, Mr. Owen mentioned an 
other stumbling-block in the way of his belief. When a child 
dies, we know that it goes on growing in its new home; but 
if it had been incarnate before, it would, Mr. Owen thinks, 
already be a grown-up spirit when it returned to “ the spirit 
sphere whence it came." But when a human being, man or 
child, dies, he does not return straightway to the “ spirit- 
sphere" whence he descended into incarnation. Не has 
first to perfect his personality in the astral world, and only 
when that has been accomplished will he be able to rise into 
the higher realms whence, in due course, he may again re- 
turn to take on a body of flesh. This accounts for the fact 
that SMM unica torê, who are in the astral world, so 
often have no knowledge of reincarnation. There is no 
reason why they should know more of it than we do 

Belief in the twin doctrines of Reincarnation and Karma 
уаз taken away from the Western world during the era that 
їз now passing away. These truths, together with others 
long forgotten, are now being given back to help mankind 
in the new ordering of the world. Spiritualists should, there- 
fore, study them with sympathy and try to understand what 
they really imply. We have to remember, however, that they 
are pre-Christian doctrines, and we know of them from non 
Christian sources. Though they may be fundamentally true, 
we may believe that they have been modified by Christ's 
life on earth. For instance, may we not be able to escape 
through Him from the weary round of births and deaths, in 
а way that was unknown in the East? I only throw this out 
as a suggestion. We have, I am sure, much to learn from 
{һе East, but Eastern teaching is not always food for the 
апат mind. It needs to be reinterpreted оп a Christian 
asis. 


ome 
ume the 
In the present 

the spirit in 


G. R. Dennis 


Is it valid to raise as an objection to Reincarnation the 
fact that we do not remember our past lives? Modern 
gychic science seems to show that only a small part of the 
eo operates through the body and that the real Ego is very 
complex. Under such circumstances may it not be that 
while the physical brain does not remember past lives, the 
larger part of the Ego, which would include the very complex 
subconscious self, does remember and has periodic glimpses, 
from which the experience gained and lessons to be learnt 
from past lives may be reviewed. 

That our physical brains do not remember past lives is 
easy to understand, as they do not remember masses of de- 
tails of our present lives unless under some special stimulus. 

I see no injustice in that we do not know from what 
specific acts of the past specific Karma in this life comes to 
us. Karma is cause and effect and not punishment only, 
and we get thus good and unpleasant things, but were we 
to know what was due to us and when, we would be mad- 
dened by the anticipation, for we all know how much pain 
we can get by anticipation, say, of a visit to a dentist. 
What we have to do is to recognise that what comes to us 
is our just due, and that we have to learn lessons from it, 
and also that we are setting up causes of which in the future 
we shall have to reap the results. 

H. G. T. 


THE IMAGE OF THE GOD. 


Mr. J. Chillingham Dunn, writing from Japan, says :-— 

The following incident may interest readers of LIGHT. А 
representative of a foreign paper in Tokyo interviewed Miss 
Ritsuko Mori, and in this interview, which was printed under 
a heading describing the subject of it as ** The Most Popular 
Actress in Japan," occurred the following :— 

“ Many years ago [she told the reporter] we moved into 
а house which had been the residence of a very generous 
man. One night my mother had a vivid dream, in which 
the god Fudo appeared and besought her to deliver him from 
his grave beneath the house. My mother, on awakening. 
immediately ordered the servant to dig under the house, and 
süre enough a small image of the god Fudo was discovered. 
Во Fudo aine the household god, worshipped by every 
member of my family. It is an image of this god that I carry 
in my belt.” 

Ik Miss Mori personally, and this is the same lady 
who visited England some years ago and met various repre- 
sentatives of the English stage, including the late Sir 
Tree and Miss Ellen Terry. Her father is an M.P. 
Т had the interesting experience of appearing with her for 
seventeen consecutive performances at the Imperial Theatre 

in a dramatic version of “ Madame Butterfly." but 
not then knowing about the Fudo incident, did not discuss 
i of psychology with her. On some future occasion 
something of the kind, and see what she says. 
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THE CLAIRVOYANT AND THE SOLDIER, 
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THE COLLIER MEDIUM: THE DIRECT VOICE. 


We take the following from the I ng № 


5th inst 


round t 
sitters sin 

** One ‹ 
the mother of t it 
many of the other sitters in « 
immediat 
spirit 
one but tł 

* Bi 
“О Fryniau Cà 
a tenor, апа 
old hymn thr 

** The voices pro 
existence and the p« 


Livg, Christ said, all of 
by himself; live as members 
have come to found upon earth en you 
as beautifully as the Eastern lily and fed as surely as the 
birds.—Stewart D. HrAprAM 

Spreitvuar, HEATING: An INVITATION 
us to announce that she will be glad t« 
cations for healing treatment of the 1 
by previous announcements; that is tos 
patients are to Бе treated at night by 
the direction of Dr. Beale, the spirit « 
tions E. M. S., the author of “ One 
butes her wonderful recovery from a d 
the ordinary methods of cure. Mrs. Gibson = 
dressed (with stamped envelope for reply) at 
Green, Ealing, W., and applications may be mad 
of either adults or children. There is no fee 
at the time of making the first announcement 
one way of testing the reality of offers of this kind—by 
putting them to the proof of experiment. So many cures 
have been reported that there is now good ground for treat- 
ing the matter as a practical proposition, justified by results. 


there is but 
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MEDIUM ОЕ CONJURER ? 


HOUDINI: 


Н. W. E 


As one who has for many years been closely connected 
with the professional side of pub dic entertainments, I can 
see very little ground for Mr. Hewat McKenzie’s claim that 
Houdini performs his feats by supernormal means. In any 
z that the conjurer and his friend, Mr. Hereward 

I disclaim the employment of psychic methods, 
do not see that we have any right to go behind their state- 
estion their truthfulness in the matter. No 

Houdini’s tricks ¢ difficult to explain on 
s, but then so are many other feats performed 
rers. Although I believe in spirit agency 
it is either wise or dignified to call in such 
an ex[ without the strongest justification. Mr 
McKen: lis us he has tested Houdini's powers “ under 
strict test conditions It would be interesting to learn 
when Houdini submitted himself to such an investigation, 
for Mr. McKenzie's statement implies the kind of experi- 
ment which would be made by the Society for Psychical 
Research in a case of reputed mediumship. Mr. McKenzie's 
metn ations concerning Mr. Carrington’s ability to judge 
psychic phenomena are quite beside the point. If a conjur- 
ing entertainment is performed by ordinary methods of 
sleight of hand it is not necessary that those who so describe 
it should be authorities on psychic science. In any case, 
Mr. McKenzie offers us no evidence for his. theory. 

Mr. McKenzie talks of faked films. Is he aware of the 
fact (and I speak as one familiar with film work) that what- 
ever “faking " is used to obtain an effect on the screen, it 
is none the less a fact that everything you see on the kinema 
actually happens. The scenes depicting Houdini's tricks 
demonstrate absolutely the entire absence of psychic methods 
I have met many of the performers of supposed “ occult ’ 
tricks on the music hall stage, and in every case the per- 
former has admitted the possibility of using psychic powers, 
but he would never attempt such a device at a “ twice- 
nightly " show. It would be too precarious altogether. 


writes : 
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FROM BLUE ТО GOLD: А STARRY PORTENT. 


We have heard of strange chemical metamorphoses taking 
place in the course of psychical experiments conducted by 
French savants, and suggestive of alchemistry, but we know 
not what to make of the following case, contained in ‘‘ The 
Plaindealer," of Cleveland, Ohio, one of the best-known 
journals of the United States. The cutting from which it is 
taken is sent us by “ G. A., a reader of [лент in Ravenna 
(Ohio), who says “ The story 18 authentic Joye e Kilmer 
was one of our most notable as well as our most upright 
His mother's word could not be doubted ”’ 


young poeta 


New York, December 26th.—On Christmas morning the 
“ New York Tribune ”’ published the story told by Mrs. Ellen 
Flynn, of Jersey City, who related how a blue star in the 
service flag displayed in her home turned to gold about the 
tiine Peter J. Mahon, her nephew, was killed in France 

To-day the '* Tribune " received the following letter from 
Mrs. Kilburn Kilmer, mother of Sergt. Joyce Kilmer, of 
the 165th infantry, the poet, who was killed in action: 


“ Dear Editor,—I have just 
an account of the blue star changing 
emboldened me to tell you a true incident, 
perhaps as that narrated in your paper 

" Before my son, the late Sergt. Joyce Kilmer, sailed for 
France he gave me a little gold service flag red border, 
white enamel and blue star—and I always wore it, and shall 
always wear it 

° He was killed in action on July 30th. I was in Litch- 
field, Conn., when the news reached me, in August, and I 
said to my husband, ' I shall always wear the little service 
flag he gave me, but I'll pin it on a bow of black ribbon.’ 
While I was doing so, to my great astonishment, I saw the 
blue star had changed to gold! 

и There is no chipping of the enamel. It simply turned 
to gold just as it is to-day. I have shown it to many, and 
none can explain it. Many jewellers have seen it, and they 
offer no solution 

í I have not made it public before, but I thought I must 
when I read the account in this morning’s ‘ Tribune.’ I 
have no doubt it changed when he died—it certainly had 
done во when I looked ; after I received 
the notice of his death 


read in this morning’s paper 
to gold, and it has 
quite as strange 


t it closely two days 
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NEVIL MASKELYNE PRESENTS GOFF GODFREY 
An old Pressman, І sat with the '' Press crowd" о 
Monday afternoon at Maskelyne's Theatre of Mystery, fe 
having gone во many times in the 
over this same ground—a séanee or two reported in the ni 
papers, а newspaper sensation, dis ussions almost as tuti 
as they are fiery, and then some conjuring entertainment 
to show how the phenomena are really produced and wh 
egregious asses are the people who believe the original ша 
festations were the outcome of supernormal agencies, We 
commenced with a display of clever legerdemain, “Т 
Magical Milliner,” by Mr. Cecil Lyle; there were musk 
turns, some brilliant illusions by Mr. Oswald Williams; Mr 
Bert Elliott showed with a fascinating smile what he cou 
do with silk hats and crockery; the Kamakura family gar 
us feats of Japanese magic, including some mysterious f 
tain-playing; Mr. Doraswami, an Indian violinist, fiddly 
divinely; and then came the most loudly-trumpeted and į 
some ways the dullest item of the show. It was the paro 
of the “ Cardiff séance " made famous by the author 
* Sherlock Holmes. A parody, to be justified, we are t 
must be a good parody. Whether this was a good paro 
or not, I have my doubts. І was not at the Cardiff séang 
neither I suppose was Mr. Goff Godfrey. Not that itm 
very much. Two members of the Press went on the 
and tied up Mr. Goff Godfrey. He was “ made ир” 
typical m: 8 medium, who, as everybody knows (except thos 
who have actually met mediums), wears an_ expression 
seraphic imbecility and very long hair. There was sm 
trouble about the tying up—Mr. Goff Godfrey : appes 
be objecting to the way in which it was attem pted 
him. Аз one of the newspaper men concerned told r te 
wards, this was actually the case. But that also is not 
much importance. Mr. Goff Godfrey sat inside a cabin 
which was closed up and then tambourines played 
rang, and things were thrown out on to the stage. The 
he was tastefully clothed in a sac k, and the same Е took 
place. Afterwards he was put in a strait-waistcoat and th 
proceedings were repeated da capo. After that Mr. Godfre 
showed us how he could escape from the strait-waistcoat lı 
full view of the audience by a series of convulsive wriggling 
and twistings on the ground—a clever and amusing tri 
And that, in common speech, was all there was to it. 
Many years ago I saw all or nearly all the physical ph 
nomena of Spiritualism, with professional mediums, wit 
mediums in private life, in Spiritualistic circles and nos 
Spiritualistic circles, in public meeting places and іп priv 
houses, and it was quite early іп my investigations, as 1 
very young man, that any lingering doubts I had on th 
subject of fraud were removed by witnessing the»movemet 
of objects in a lighted room where I had remained after @ 
the other members of the circle had left the apartment 
There was no illusion about it. 
and all the members of the circle were friends and guest 
the house. Similar manifestations had taken place whe 
they were all in the room. I realised then, as many tim 
since, the reality of a mysterious force only now beginnig 
to be known to science generally, through the investigation 


ing a little bored, 


I was at the house of a frien! 


of Dr. Crawford, of Belfast, Dr. Geley, of the College 4 
France, in Paris, and other scientists. But Mr. Maskelyn 
performance proved something It proved that objectin 


psychical phenomena can be imitated by those with suffi 
skill as conjurers, a proposition which, by the way, no se 
sible person would dispute. And it proved something els 
also, viz.. that Mr. Nevil Mas kelyne i is a very astute busine 
man. Which also, it may be inferred, nobody would деш 
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* Two WORLDS. —As we got 
press, we learn that Mr. Ernest Oaten, the President of th 
5.N.U., is to be the new editor of the “ Two Worlds." 

Мв. Tom TYRRELL IN Lonpon.—This famous provincidl 
clairvoyant occupied the platform at the olian Hall, Ne 
Bond Street, on Monday last at a meeting held under tb 
auspices of the Battersea Spiritualist Church. Mr. Per 
Smyth occupied the chair, and an address was given by 
lev. К. Fielding-Ould, M.A. Аз to the clairvoyance sever’ 
accounts have reached us of a strongly conflicting natur 
The meeting appears to have been at once inspiring and } 
ful and very much the reverse, according to the me ntal сй 
look of the observers As it seems impossible to recon tb 
different reports received, and as we have по more space v 
must reserve any further account of the matter 

Тик Movement Іх Bricuton.—Speaking at а meetin 
held at the Athenwum Hall, Brighton, held in connecties 
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with the forward movement inaugurated by the Brighte 
dealt with 
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Spiritualist Brotherhood, Mr. Ernest Hunt 
“ Bome Practical Issues of Spiritualism." There were 
said, two aspects of Spiritualism—the phenomenal and 
yhilosophical. The former was only introductory to tb 
fatter but in the correspondence and articles now appearing 
in the Press this more important aspect of the subject ти 
barely alluded to. Spiritualism demonstrated the exi 
of human faculties and powers of which the ordinary pers 
The business of the earnest student was M 
their exercise to acquire a perfectly &oveloped personality 

The expected visit on April 2nd of Mrs, Wheeler Wilcox b» 
had regretfully to be postponed on account of her continued 


ill-health 
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Lodge's “RAYMOND.” It contains even more convincing 
vidence. Rupert Wynn was the Author's only son, who gave 
his life for Britain. His father—the Author of this book—was 
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By Автнов Conan DOYLE. 
“This book is his confession of faith, very frank, very courageou 
and very resolute. The courage and large-mindedness deserve cordial 
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cesulte, Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 ls. per 
annum) invited, entitling free admission to lectures e j use of large 
brary. Boldiers == © invited. Apply Hon. Sec. 


Spiritualists when in London should stay at 
Hanstanton House, 18, Bodsleigh-gardenos, London, N.W. (2 
minutes Buston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King's Cross); 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terms: 5з, Bed and Break- 
fast; no charge for attendance, Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 


Watta, Proprietress, 
“(urative Suggestion,” by Robert ‚ Ме Allan, 


Proves the valus of Lew sugge stion in treating moral, mental | GU ст ТТЕ Та О ЫЧ OG 
and nervous disorders, nsomnia, Ne D mia, Obsessions, De- 
wasion, Self-consciousness, Strain, kc free by post from the author, T H E H E A E I N G P о W E R. 


‚ New Cavendish- 26, New Cavendish-street, London W.1. Mayfair 6821 By HELEN M. BOULNOIS. 
[9% Badge of Spiritus alism should be worn by The writer knows the power of mind over body, and in simple, 
of 


every declared | Spiritualist as a mark of recognition and fellowship. practical sentences puts the reader in possession 
sti и "t : 
and distinguishes tbe controlling thoughts. 


It representa the Cross and Star within a Cire le, 


wearer as one belonging to our great movement. Obtainable as a brooch à 1 М > 1, 4 х 
or pendant in blue enamel setin copper, price 54 -— ‚оп п арр! lication to Ill or well, по ons can read the book withou renewing strength Ш 
Mrs. Montgomery Irvine, 115, Ladbroke Gro we, London, W, 11 themselves. A stimalating medsage of health and happiness 
MERE M4 A "ч га, 2/3 net, post free 
2 . 
Соте Reminiscences. An Account of ТЕ WP АЙНИ ыб me | «um 
Spirit Manifestations By Alfred Smedley. With plans and | From " LIGHT Office, 6, Queen Square, London, i 


portraits of à number of well-known person ete * were eye-witnesses of | 
the manifestations, ls, 54. post free.  Liomr Office, 6, Queen-square, 


London, W.C l m LE 2 ی‎ iia 
| ectures at 153, Brompton Road, S.W., 


on “The Pilgrim's Progress” every Tuesday evening at 8 p.m., 


| [an BOOKS FOR Soctetres.—Consequent on 

the decease of Mrs, Mary Davies, some 250 hymn-books suitabl 
for the use of Societies are available for purchase at a mo te price 
Terms and particulars can be obtained by application t W.R 


Davies, 131, West End-lane, London, N.W. 6. 


at 3.30 p.m. 


4nd on ‘ Astrology and Mysticism " every Friday 
Admission free. For «vIIshus apply to secretary as above — a4 FTE E. ы аа BET. 
—» - Tut M orking Housekeeper and Daughter; good 
ome of Rest, Brighton. Medical, Maternity СЬ: capable of managing & ama] family in ө good spiri 
and Elderly Patients. Kind home, with loving care; Doctors’ home: over five years’ references.—H. M., 8, Marlborough Mansions, 


Finchley-road, Hampstead, N. W. 6. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


The old order is passing with many a pang, and all 
the futility of a struggle against overwhelming forces. 
We are witnessing the spectacle of a great disintegration 
—the dissolution of an ancient scheme of things that 
has served its turn, but is not to be got rid of without an 
immense amount of riving, cracking and grinding; old 
bonds and clasps and rivets are parting with many a 
vicious snap. The ancient things uprooted shriek, as 
the mandrake is fabled to do when it is torn out of the 
earth. It is the same everywhere we look. If we 
survey the ground covered by the influence of our ““ New 
Revelation ° similar portents are visible. The 
opposition which faces us looks formidable and 
menacing until closely inspected, and then we see 
eloquent signs of its weakness: it is flurried, is 
passionate. Here, wrought to a frenzy of hatred, an 
angry writer tells his readers that the idea of spirit inter- 
course is not one for argument. Every healthy mind 
will repudiate the thing and trample on it without debate 
as something opposed to human reason and dignity! A 
scientist throwing science, accuracy and the judicial 
method of inquiry to the winds in his passion utters 
statements so reckless and wide of the truth that it is 
found that even some of the least informed and unscien- 
tific of his readers can put him to confusion. It is ail 
very edifying, significant and instructive. 


* * * 


It is not easy to gain a fairly correct estimate of the 
nature of the struggle unless one can take a wide view 
embracing many regions of inquiry. Observation of a 
single section or even two or three sections is likely to 
be misleading. We observe a furious onslaught on pro- 
fessional mediums and the evidences derived from 
physical phenomena. How little they know of the ques- 
tion who know it only in these aspects! All over the 
country thousands of people have tested the subject in 
their own family privacy and gained tangible results, and 
all the vociferous hootings and yellings, as of a raucous 

of steam whistles, in the Press, leave them cold 
except that perhaps they wonder at the general 
imbecility of the proceedings. A thousand Mrs. 


Rm. are engaged with their egregious mops try- 
ingto keep out the Atlantic. For the tide is coming in 
at а great rate, and many stranded argosies will soon 


be to put to sea on those new adventures which 
nean so much to the future of the race. For let there 


‘ WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 13 Ligut.”—Paul, 


siderations so vast that they will react on every other 
issue of human life from the highest to the lowest. It 
will give us a new world. Materialism, legitimate and 
useful in its place, had invaded the spiritual order, 
bringing war, poverty, disease, moral decay. It is now 
being cast out, and its struggle is that of a wounded 
dragon, filling the whole earth with clamour and 


convulsion. 
* * * 


Of late years great numbers of persons of superior 
intelligence and of that critical judgment which was so 
lacking in the earlier days of our subject, have taken up 
the serious study of the question. To those of them 
who have come in our way, we have had to explain that, 
although the subject’ is simple enough in its essential 
principles, there is a great amount of complexity in the 
investigation of the smaller questions. Indeed the 
pursuit of any one phase might well be a life work. We 
recommend to some who are equipped for the task by 
natural aptitude and experience a consideration of the 
psychology of the matter, because along that road lie so 
many of the perplexities that beset the inquirer. We 
hold, as a result of much study and experience, that the 
sources of a large proportion of the confusion and mis- 
direction are to be looked for in the minds of the mediums 
and investigators and not anywhere outside. Unhealthy 
pathological or psychological states, combined with 
undeveloped mediumship and slovenly methods, are 
accountable, in our view, for a great deal that is loosely 
attributed to disorderly spirit influences. 


“THE LIGHT OF OTHER DAYS.” 


(From “ шент ” or Marca 23RD, 1889.) 


Decease or BaMvEL Олвтев Harr.—One of the oldest 
journalists, and one of the oldest and staunchest Spiritualists, 
has been relieved of the burden of flesh, which he has 
borne for eighty-eight years. The ‘‘ Times," the “ Daily 
News," the “ Standard,” and other journals mention Mr. 
Hall’s literary labours, his vast circle of acquaintances 
amongst men of letters, his advocacy of the cause of 
temperance; but they do not notice what was unquestionably 
the chief characteristic of the man. He was an uncom- 
promising Spiritualist. In season and out of season both he 
and his wife gave testimony to their faith and reason for 
it. . . Mr. 8. С. Hall lived, since his wife was removed 
from him, in the full consciousness of communion with her. 
From that conviction he never wavered: and in that faith, 
firm and assured, he rejoined her. Peace to their honoured 
nanies. 


Some more than ordinary lunatics have been in conference 
and have decided that the world is to come to an end on 
March 5th, 1896, at twenty minutes to one. It is well to be 
precise. Let us hope that these prophets will come to an 
end before the world. (From “ Jottings.") 


L.S.A. Socran Mertrnc.—It was encouraging to see so 
large an attendance at the social gathering of the L.S.A. on 
Thursday evening, the 13th inst. The address given by the 
author of “ I Heard a Voice " was an excellent rejoinder to 
some of the criticisms levelled at our movement and was 
greatly appreciated by the audience, some of its more effec- 
tive points being greeted with hearty applause. We hope to 
give an extended notice of “ А King’s Counscl's ” remarks 
in our next issue. The musical contributions, which 
afforded much pleasure, consisted of three brilliant pianoforte 
selections—‘‘ Arabesque ” (Debussy), by Mrs. Hervey Webb, 
and “ Polonaise ” (Liszt), and No. 1 of Mendelssohn's ** Songs 
Without Words," by Mr. Н. М, Field, 5 
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COMMON-SENSE SPIRITUALISM: "WO 


SYMPOSIA, 


By Stantey De Beara, M.Inst.C.E. (“ V.C. Desertis ’’) 


(Continued from page 82.) 


PnvsiciAN, Of course completely open relations might be 
great joy or great pain. We find it so already—to have one 
woman know our every thought may be happiness; with an- 
other, а torment. After all, we need only have no squalid 
thoughts. That might even improve our relations here 

Antist. But it is all a guess. (Turning to the ENGINEER.) 
What have you got from it all? Could you not have gained 
your knowledge from other sources? I detest this spookery ; 
it is so childish and futile. 

Exc1NEER. I have gained this: That heredity and environ- 
ment are not forces, but the limitations placed on the grow- 
ing soul by the consequences of remote and recent acts, both 
its own and those of others; that each act of ours goes to 
form a part of the environment that we create for ourselves 
and our children; that this growing soul is the real Self, of 
which the visible personality is the mask; that at death it 
is freed from the body, but not otherwise much altered; 
that it is then seen exactly as it is; that there is no penalty 
for past acts other than the condition into which those acts 
have led ourselves and others (which, by the way, is quite 
penalty enough): that in the after-life the same forces of 
attraction and repulsion operate as they do here, but, owing 
to the telepathic conditions, much more powerfully—like 
going to. like: that selfishness makes a terrible loneliness, 
and materialism makes blindness to realities: that those we 
have loved and lost, love us still and follow our lives with 
the same affection and much more insight than they had 
here; that there is no breach of continuity between this life 
and the next—one principle being common to both; it has 
given me a consistent interpretation to life, and has revealed 
аз as sure in the meta-physical as in the physical domain. 
And last, but not least, it has for me abolished for ever all 
doctrinal controversy and given me peace of mind. I don't 
find this childish or futile; it gives consistency. 

P. Our Artist friend will not be satisfied with that. You 
see, '* he believes in most of the creeds and all the heresies !’’ 
(Protests from the Artist.) Oh yes, he does! Because he 
sees in each a beautiful idea. Mere consistency does not 
trouble him more than it troubled the editors of Genesis: 
he says, “ Consistency is for the ignorant." And you are, 
you say, aiming at consistency. You divide Truth into 
truth of fact, truth of theory, and dramatic truth. But how 
is commion-sense to distinguish what is true in fact from 
what is only dramatically true? 

E. I grant that in many cases it cannot; but again -in 
many cases it can. For instance, it can feel that there is 
much more in the story of Samson and Delilah than a mere 
record. But why ' only"? То me dramatic truth means 
one example embodying a spiritual truth, which is true for 
ever in all its many manifestations. The consistency of 
meaning which runs through the two thousand years covered 
by the Bible shows to quite average common-sense that the 

reat Drama is the action of the Bpirit—the Power behind 
jvolution—on raw human material. 

Р. You have not answered my question, How is the 
average man to distinguish between facts and fiction, dra- 
matic and beautiful perhaps, but still fiction? 

A. Is there any need to? 

Е. That I take to be the province of the clergy who give 
their minds to that part ^] their task. Meanwhile each 
mind must do that for itself according to its lights, always 
remembering that no such distinction can be absolute. 
Bome, like our Artist friend here, do not feel any such need 
—they feel that there is some underlying truth in all beauti- 
ful i , and don't care if it is put into words or not; in 
fact they would rather it were not. 

A, Just so! Words only cause disputes. An idea should 
be expressed by a work of art. The eis Bisto expresses one 
idea, a submarine another. 

P. Т am not going to follow your red-herring, and I repeat 
my question to our friend here: What are you going to say 
when you are up against such a direct question as— Was Jesus 
born of a Virgin or not? Is that drama, i.e., fiction, or is 
it fact? 

E. Well, may I not say —I cannot tell, not having enough 
knowledge of а is possible? It is just these questions on 
which positive answers are impossible that needlessly divide 
men. But if I were asked to prove the ‘ Divinity " ot 
Christ, I should rest it, not on the Virgin Birth (to which 
Jesus never once alluded), nor on His miracles (which were 
proofs to those who saw them but difficulties to some of us 
who did not), but on His sayings :-—‘‘ The Truth shall make 
you free ’’—‘‘ I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no 
man cometh to the Father but by Me "—*' Lo, I am with 

оп alway, even to the end of the age ''—'' If a man keep 

My saying he shall never taste of death," Have not these 
tremendous claims been verified? Do they not involve recog- 
nition of that paramount reality which gives the courage to 
deal masterfully. with all conditions, and the knowledge that 
-death is not the end of life, but an episode in it? 

Р, І stick to my point. Is it or is it not true? 

К. You are pressing me for that valueless thing--an 
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data, and I would much rather 
reply; but if you must have an answer I say The ¢ 
Christian documents are the letters of St. Paul, writter 
tween A.D. 30 and a.D. 50, which speak little of the « 
life of Jesus, but much of the mystical and indwelling 8 
and of the Risen Christ St. Mark's Gospel comes ^ 
written, scholars tell us, about А.р. 50, obviously to, 
St. Paul's Greek converts some idea of the earth-life 
Master. Не does not mention the Virgin Birth. Еще 
had not heard of it (which seems unlikely) or he though 
wiser to say nothing The gospel of the Beloved D 
whose home was shared by the Mother of the Lord 

is probably the last book of the New Testament in orde 
time, is equally silent; possibly because he thought 
miracle too well known to need reaffirming, but possih] 
quite other reasons. Personally, I feel that the Virgin] 
may be an expression 1n fact of the Lord's superhuman 
ception, or it may be the figure under which the hu 
mind understands a divine sonship. It was no new ide 
antiquity—Buddha, Plato, and even Alexander were all 
posed to be so born. I simply don't know. All I objec 
13 founding a belief in the ever-living Christ on а 4% 
which is incapable of proof or disproof. 

Бомлев. Y I agree. It is the present fact that n 
ters, and there are many who could bear witness to { 
healing presence of the Living Christ It is not what Ja 
was, but what Christ is, that concerns us most to-day: if} 
is not a living leader and king, He is but a memory. | 

P. Then you think the physical resurrection is a fact? 

У. I have seen the “ materialised ’’ forms of men щ 
women who have “ died," and I interpret the Resurrect 
by the facts I know. The accounts іп the gospels—the s 
den appearances and disappearances—even the materiali 
which convinced the sceptical Thomas—seem to me under t 
same laws as the things I have seen. If our small persa 
souls survive (and I know they do), then much more ша 
He survive. That seems to me common-sense. 

Е. And so we come back to common-sense for the greats 
mystery of all! That is what I mean. Granted that û 
modern occult happenings are small. Of course they в 
small, because the actors and the occasions are small. № 
they are not insignificant—they signify much. Gravity 
not insignificant because it gives form to the dewdrop а 
well as its orbit to the planet. They reveal laws ur 
which souls can and do manifest in Time and Space. Ты 
give a glimpse of vast possibilities for a power too great 
need mace conditions. 

P. (turning to the SOLDIER). Then you believe in mirada 

5. What is a miracle? Did not we learn at school tk, 
the word means only “ something to wonder at”? Изм’ 
mean an infraction of natural laws, I do not; if you ma 
* the action of unseen intelligent agents producing res] 
to which known laws are inadequate," I do. But I dish 
the word; it savours of old theories and ““ exceptions" i 
laws. 

P. Bible miracles too? 

S. Some of them, certainly; but not all. 
healing have plenty of modern parallels. 

P. That is mental suggestion. 

К. Very likely; what in the gospels is called “ faith." I 
seems curious that what is there so often stated to beth 
means of healing should be adduced to discredit the fad 
But if mental suggestion can heal so rapidly, why do your 
use it in your practice? 

P. (with a laugh). Touché. But there is so much in È 
Bible that is legendary or contrary to known laws, al 
Biblical miracles must stand or fall together. 

Е. I don’t see why they should. The Bible is not a bet 
it is a whole literature. If some of the miracles like Joshu 
arrest of the sun (1.е., of the rotation of the earth) are о 
trary to known laws, and therefore quite impossible, af 
others are found to be in accord with psychic facts, why n 
accept the latter and reject the former? Is not the objectis 
an echo of the discredited literal inspiration, which ignore 
the fact that the Old Testament was compiled, edited, ай 
re-edited, between в.о, 450 and s.c. 150? For my own раї 
I think we shall see in our own day a vindication of mud 
that is at present mysterious. Events are moving in a re? 
interesting manner. Thirty or more years ago I read a be! 
by Dr. Grattan Guinness, called ** The Approaching End 4 
the Age." Anyone can refer to it and its date of publiu 
tion. It was disfigured by much theological bias, but № 
author showed that by the year-day system of interpreti 
tion, the years through which we are now passing would № 
the birth-throes of a New Age. Не gave 1919 as the орепіж 
year of a new order of things. It would be curious if th 
typical nature of Hebrew institutions and the general it 
spiration of the two most discredited books of the Bill 
(Daniel and Apocalypse) should be vindicated by undeniib 
modern facts. 

P. Well, we shall see. 


The party broke up, and the wife turned to the writer 
“ We are fortunate in our friends; the Artist worship 
Beauty; the Physician, Truth; and the Soldier, Goodness.” 

“ Yes," said the writer, “but no one would be mor 
astonished than the Soldier to hear you. He thinks ош 
of Duty, and rarely speaks even of that." 

“ No doubt," she rejoined, “ and is it not the height û 
goodness to be unconscious of itself? If the man who wet! 
through the retreat from Mons, and rescued a comrade unde 


opinion without the 


Miracle 


Qui vivra, verra. 
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spraying machine-gun fire, and is only aware that he did his 
uty and never thought of doing less, is not a worshipper of 
goodness, I don't know who is.’ й 

“ Perhaps that takes him further than any of us.’ 

“Tt does. His battalion would fall to a man rather than 
fail him. Why? Because however tired himself he will not 
rest till he has seen every man provided for: because though 
he can be stern to his men, he has never been unjust, or 
overbearing, or rude, to any of them; because they know he 
feels for ^ EN and with them. If this is not Love and 
Goodness, what is? Love does not talk, it acts, and is ever 
nearly inarticulate. ‘ He that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God.’ He is the man of action; what would you 
have him say? ”’ 

“Why, nothing! For in the long run actions speak 
louder than words; but in daily life they are nearly always 
misunderstood at the moment. But I think you understand 
what I wish to express.’’ 

“ Of course I do. You mean what Browning meant 
when he wrote— 

Bo now I conclude. All’s Love but all's Law. 
I have gained a whole world where a dewdrop was 
asked. 


, 


You mean that the Law of Consequences is as invariable for 
the results of good as for the results of evil; you mean that 
the more justice there is in the world, the less cause for 
strife. You mean that if the pain produced by human 
ignorance and human wrong were abolished, the remainder 
which is inseparable from material existence would be no 
more than is necessary to develop character, and that 
‘death’ would be merely happy transition. You mean 
that this change of individual hearts is, by natural law, the 
only possible remedy for the sickness of the world, and is the 
creedless Christianity of Christ, the ever-living King." 

“Yes, my mate," said the writer, * I mean just that, 
and something more. ‘The nineteenth century opened with 
Dalton's discovery of the atom as the basis of chemical 
science. On that theory all subsequent advances took place. 
The thousand processes used by civilisation are all of them 
direct results from that master-principle. Every branch of 
physieal science is closely connected with the truth of the 
Atomic’ Theory; it is on the postulate of the nature and 
grouping of atoms, that every new process from quinine 
sulphate to synthetic rubber and high explosive has been 
found. It has armed humanity with terrible instruments 
for peace and war, for good and evil. At its inception it 
was of course disregarded as a vagary of the scientific mind, 
of little interest even if true; the man in the street observes 
with arrogant ignorance that students of Nature are always 
running. after theories with no money in them. The twen- 
tieth century opens with the discovery of the electron. The 
average man scoffs at the idea that the * indivisible atom ° 
ten thousand times too minute to be seen under any micro- 
воре сап be proved to be a nucleus of positive electricity 
with negative electrons, a thousand times smaller still, re- 
volving about it with planetary speeds—being in fact a 
miniature solar system. The man of 1918 repeats the man 
of Dalton's time. How can such a thing possibly be proved ! 
Tt must be a fantastic guess! and what is the use of it any- 
how? Не is quite unaware that chemically produced elec- 
tricity is but the escape of perhaps .001 per cent. of these 
electrons; and, thanks to the neglect of science in our 
schools, he does not even understand wherein scientific 
m consists. It has recently been shown to be probable 
hat all the varieties of chemical atoms are produced by suc- 
cessive additions of one or more electro-tonic units to the 
primitive type—the hydrogen atom. Ве that as it may, 
nothing is more sure than that the release of all the elec- 
trons in even so small a mass as a single drop of water would 
give more power than the broadside of a battleship. 

“The secret, how to release this power by the ‘ atomic 
engine’ must and will be solved in the near future. It 
turned to the uses of war it will give effects such as were 
theo Nana by the НЫ genius of Lytton (‘ The Coming 


Race ) and of Mr. Н. С. Wells (* The War of the Worlds "), 
а single ray may in sober fact be swept over a city and 
annihilate all its life. If turned to the uses of peace it 
will give a source of power which will reduce all our present 
ines to children’s toys. In the hands of human devils 
Mh as those who by the allurements of the lust of gain have 
directed the energies of an industrious people to a war of 
insensate ambition, the new power may even involve the 
suicide of the white race. It will involve that suicide, un- 
less it is directed by the temper of forbearance, goodwill and 
to-operation—that is by the Spirit of Love. Such powers 
an immense danger unless in the hands of those who 
will use these vast energies neither for the enrichment of 
individuals nor for the destruction of their fellows. It 
must be in the hands of just and unselfish democracies. Fair 
play and vital religion can alone avert fatal quarrels. The 
per must be that 


on Maki sure to each his own, that he reap where 
" he lavo sown, 


the peace among our peoples let men know we 
MU inops our piop 
у he hands of a democracy which can see nothing but 
flict Ваиз and Labour for spoils it may be the 
precu: à rs which will make this war seem small. 
22 y are to be avoided—if this war is to end war, 
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in Europe at least—the will to justice and co-operation must 
come first; and it can come in no other way than by the 
change of individual hearts; for public opinion is but the 
resultant thinking of average men and women. The change 
must come by the recognition of the world of Spirit as 
directing the world of Energy, which in its turn rules the 
world of Matter. This depends on the certain knowledge 
that the world of Spirit is a reality; and that supplies a 
reason for the scientific examination of the Spiritualist phe- 
nomena. They may be futile, or even dangerous, amusements, 
according to the use that is made of them, but they contain 
the germ of knowledge which will finally unify Religion and 
Science.” 
(To be continued.) 


DOCTRINE AND DEMONSTRATION. 


THE Mourn HarL MEETING 


From the point of view of the interest excited, the meet- 
ing on the evening of the 10th inst at the Æolian Hall in 
New Bond Street, may be pronounced a success, the large 
hall being well tilled and the proceedings followed with 
marked attention. The Battersea Spiritualist Society, under 
whose auspices the gathering was held, and whose president, 
Mr. Percy Smyth, occupied the chair, may therefore be con- 
gratulated on the result of their enterprise. In his opening 
remarks, Mr. Smyth emphasised the importance of serious 
investigation. We must, he said, realise, with Ruskin, that 
if we want knowledge we must toil for it. Those who had 
had the greatest experience readily admitted that there was 
still much to be learned, but if Spiritualists could bring more 
closely home to men and women the knowledge they had 
already gained and help them to realise that, whatever their 
position in life, their birthright was happiness, they would 
be doing a noble work. 

The speaker of the evening, the Rev. Е. Fielding-Ould, be- 
gan his address by declaring that Spiritualism—speaking as 
it did of man's eternal destiny and welfare, and answering 
questions which had puzzled men from the beginning of the 
world—possessed an importance which it was impossible to 
exaggerate. Не (the speaker) regarded the facts of Spiritual- 
ism as fully established. То him, the most important thing 
was the teaching to which the phenomena called attention 
It had reference to the great eternal Spirit we called God, to 
man's strict accountability, the inevitable consequences of his 
actions and the immense importance of character. Mr. Field- 
ing-Ould related one remarkable incident which had come 
within his own knowledge. It occurred only last December 
A Roman Catholic priest unexpectedly visited à sick lady 
and confessed her just before she died. Asked how it was 
that he arrived so opportunely, he replied that he came in 
answer to a telephone message, and he was greatly astonished 
to receive an assurance, confirmed by his subsequent inquiries, 
that no such message had been sent. That was a clear case 
of action either on the part of the spirit of the dying woman 
herself or of some ange friend on her behalf. The Church 
knew all about the phenomena of Spiritualism, but viewed its 
teaching with a distrust due partly to jealousy and partly to 
the fact that her own doctrines were fixed and formulated 
They were the result of a long and passionate search for 
truth, and it was right that they should be guarded with care 
We should think twice or even thrice before throwing over 
teachings which came to us with so great a weight of author- 
ity. We must not accept as the truth of God everything we 
heard from someone who happened to have quitted this life 
One could not overestimate the importance of a right belief. 
Spiritualism was a good thing in many ways—he knew many 
people who had been converted from agnosticism by its means 

but, like all good things, it might be misused. There was a 
danger lest, puffed up, we should reject the fundamental doc- 
trines of the Christian faith. Mixed with much good and high 
teaching from the other side we might get inadequate con- 
ceptions and honest errors. It was as though we opened the 
front door of our house and listened to everything that passed. 
How were we to avoid evil? By high aspirations. A refined 
realisation of the true and the false only went with a holy 
life. ‘* Do the will of God and you shall know of the doc- 
trine.’’ Spiritualism was not a substitute for Christianity. 
It reaffirmed religion, and religion was the progressive know- 
ledge of God. He was a Spiritualist not because he wanted 
to get in touch with dead friends, but because Spirituahsm 
strengthened faith, turned hope to certainty and put love 
back in the old place where Jesus Christ put it. 

Mr. Tom Tyrrell then gave some nineteen or twenty clair- 
voyant descriptions, accompanying them, in many cases, with 
the name and, sometimes, even the one-time residence of 
the departed friend or relative described. In a large num- 
ber of instances the description was recognised, though not 
always by the person to whom it was specially addressed. 
Mr. Tyrrell would probably have been more successful but for 
the fact that he was only newly arrived from a long railway 
journey from the North and was evidently very tired. м 

By way of prelude to the meeting, Mr. Alfred Clegg gave 
a beautiful organ recital and, later in the evening, the audi- 
ence was treated to two solos, rendered with much musical 
feeling and expression—** The Better Land,” by Miss Queenie 

Braund, and ‘‘ Arm, arm, ye Brave " (from ** Judas Mac- 
cabeus ’’), by Mr. Richard Farmer. 
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PSYCHIC. SCIENCE, THE PRESS SAND 
THE PUBLIC. 


A great deal of valuable emotion and brain tissue 
has been and is being wasted over this question of 
physical phenomena in connection with the Welsh 
collier medium. Life is too precious to be frittered away 
in this fashion. There is a right and a wrong way of 
doing things, and їп this instance we have seen ап 
obstinate persistence in entirely wrong methods, 
which lead nowhere except to confusion and distraction. 

The '' Daily Express ” says that the result of the 
test séance with the medium Thomas is to show that 
there is ' no evidence of any supernatural power,” 
Nobody but а fool looks for any evidence of the ““ super- 
natural '' anywhere. Whatever powers and forces there 
are in Nature must obviously be natural. The only 
suggestion of anything supernatural we have seen in 
life is the almost supernatural want of elementary 
common-sense in the popular investigation of the reality 
of psychic phenomena. If a man seriously wants to 
discover the facts he can do so by consulting the records 
and testimonies of authorities—their names have been 
repeated in the Press almost ad nauseam. If he regards 
himself (as some do) as the only satisfactory authority 
on the question, then it is open to him to go seriously 
to work and investigste the question in his own 
domestic circle, just as hundreds of others have done, 
and then there can be no question of fraudulent 
mediums, conjurers, and all the other red herrings so 
sedulously trailed across the path of investigation. 

We who have given years of careful and painstaking 
study to the question have arrived at certain con- 
clusions, and we recognise, therefore, that we cannot 
speak with the same freedom and assurance as those 
who, knowing just nothing at all, are untrammelled by 
any sense of responsibility or limitation of knowledge. 
We know there is a force or power associated with 
certain human beings, not yet properly understood, 
more or less capricious, but capable of use as a method 
of demonstrating the existence of intelligence apart 
from the human experimenters. The evidence is piled 
up in many volumes: it is attested by the experiments 
of thousands of people ranging from eminent scholars 
and scientists to the ordinary Smiths and Joneses of the 
community. 

Of course there are many persons who are totally 
unaware of tbe fact, and seem to feel a sense of injurs 
about it. They passionately repudiate the matter, an: 
appear to labour under the delusion that it is some 
body's duty to convince them on pain of their severe 
displeasure. They vociferate denials and hurl 
right and left. Of course it is very serious. Obviot 
the whole cosmic scheme ought to stop until they have 
had the matter explained to them and given it their 
solemn imprimatur. We have met them often and ha 
to explain (politely, of course) that it did not really 
matter в straw whether they believed or not Their 
disbelief was their affair, not ours 

All we know is that the question is not to be degided 
by э general inquisition of newspapers or a whole 
universe of conjuring entertainments. It can only be 
settled by serious and scientific study and experiment 
by people who are willing. to abide by the logic of facts 

Tbe '* Daily Express '' inquiry was by the method of 
а dark séance held under conditions practically fatal 
to any possibility of success. We of Табит have for 
years discountenanced tbe =. > the dark séance 
as а public means of inquiry. It is open to the gravest 
objections—a fe rtile source of dissatisfaction, mis 
understanding and disputation. It is little better than 
acul de sac as a ا‎ of getting anywhere. 


abuse 


Whether the medium, Will Thomas, was well ady 
in consenting to such a method of vindicating | 
genuineness is an open question. It was pro 
rash proceeding ; but it is no affair of our The re 
at best were dubious. 7 anything : | 
or otherwise, was elicited rather surprised и 
inclined to anticipate a complete blank in 
some оГ whom were frankly hostile 
Howe we noted that the 
* heft 
; imer EAS 

appeared t rly confident of a 1cc« 
They struck good-hearted, sim 
men, desirous of vindicating their good fai 
y of the mediumship possessed by one 
The net result, hours of strenuou 
and singing, was the alleged removal of a 
bangle from the Мей в arm, but as nobody 
on his arm before the proceedings 
cannot in strictness be admitted ; the removal 
or medallion from the mediu t 


assembly 

temptuous. 

his br ther v У 
ry little of 


e 
ct 


us as honest, 


reali 


er some 


episode to rank as evidence; finall 
removal of his braces, but as no one co L 
had them on at the time, that also was dismissed 2 


no particular account. Then several peo 
they saw а figure move to and fro in the c 
did not see this ourselves, and no doubt those v 
would be at once classed as Spiritualists, 
evidence discounted. For it is quite understood b 
time in newspaper offices and ке I I 
Spiritualist says is like what the = 
evidence.” 

We were sorry for the brot 
fellows enough ; kindly, unsophisticate 
bona fides and of the reality of Will Thom: 
ship we have no doubt whatever, hav 
experiences of the latter under better 

All these excursions and alarums in 
torrent of Press cuttings 
kind of mur! у 
ploring us # 
ignorant attacks—the 
one’s patience. 
deal only with the pe 
more information, 
private ends to serve. 
mouche, and of tk 
that a fact canno 
and given it his ap 


ng 


petto p» 


et р 


7 


" Orc 


E 


of the vacuou вре ор1е 
having : spperen у по 


tal king ab r out. 
opinion on the 
appar ently 


are quite 


is not fond of new 


needs the use of a 
present clamour wil 

the innovation. So 

faint mental impres 

there is scient fic e 

very much ann » e t ít. 

Of ес те, being c nly human, we may be on the том 
tack and have to admit at. after a we hs nly est 
evidence of а new force or pow: r not pres РА 
by Science So far as buman knowledge 
can go we feel we have the true solut y 
are really in contact with departed _ 
another plane of natural evolution. 

Jut as we do not want to nourish any delusions, з 
sre quite content that our critics shall hammer = 

and denounce and der de to thet 


pound and pulverise 
| ent. If they are wrong they w 
If they are right, then the 


n due tin 
dope us а service and destroyed a delusion So ix 


however, they have had little success, and there эз 


n 


} 


Магеһ 22, 1919.) 


eloquent signs that they are aware of having embarked 
on а hopeless task. We who have tested our position 
ш every imaginable way await the issue with confidence. 
We have added to our faith knowledge, and can remain 
tranquil whatever befall. 


FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW. 


Even with a journalism abbreviated by a general dearth of 
materials, it is impossible to keep abreast of the Press 
ences to our subject. We can only take stock of a few of the 
more important. It is noticeable that the favourable allu- 
sions proceed almost entirely from those who have made them- 
selves acquainted with the matter and who know what they 
are writing about. 


reter- 


In the “ Daily Sketch ” of the 11th inst, “ Rita "—Mrs. 
Desmond Humphreys—writes in defence of Spiritualism, «nd 
explains some things that puzzle the unthinking. Of the 
knock or rap she remarks quite aptly that it is the usual 
method by which we make our presence known on paying a 
visit ' on this material plane.’ Of course, the grade of in- 
telligence that requires to have this simple matter explained 
to it reflects severely on the ранена methods of the last 
few generations. Mrs. Humphreys pointe out, also, that 
“ Our ecclesiastical friends who have got devils on the brain 
forget that the whole Christian faith is based on 
spiritualistic phenomena of one kind or other—-visions, speak- 
ing with tongues, levitation, materialisation, trance, etc.”’ 


In the same journal of the 15th, Miss Lind-af-Hageby, 
bas a brightly-written article, “ Do the dead live—and 
?” in the course of which she says, “ Apart from the 
and frivolities of those who play with ghosts as they 
would play with God—had they the chance—there is evidence 
of the growing interest in Spiritualism throughout the world 
to-day,” and she adds: ‘‘ I am not only absolutely convinced 
the possibility of communicating with the so-called dead; 
Iürmly believe that higher human faculties are in process of 
development which will some day make such communication 
а ectly normal and ordinary occurrence." Miss Lind 
mentions that she has been a student of Spiritualism for 
some twenty years. The article is accompanied by an 
alleged photograph, of which we could only say, with the 
Prince of Arragon in “ The Merchant of Venice," ** How 
much unlike art thou to Portia! " 
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We gather from various pontifical statements on the subject 
of Spiritualism by leading members of the opposition, that any 

i on the question is suspect if it comes from a Spirit- 
пайз? Now the law accepts testimony from the supporters 
as well as the opponents of any disputed case. And we have 
it on the authority of Mr. Bumble and many others that “ the 
law is an ass.” Can it be that the critics of Spiritualism do 
not come up to the level of this humble quadruped? 


Some observant detective, perhaps fortified by a little 
i was badly needed at the “ Daily Express" 
“test " séance, Although the medium's thumbs were tightly 
tied together, a spring bangle was, to all appearance, taken 
from bis arm, but as the search committee had not observed 
whether he had a bangle on his arm or not, the matter was 
left ш doubt. When his braces also were removed and thrown 
out into the lap of one of the sitters, once more a blank was 
drawn, for the observers were unable to testify that he had 
kis braces on at the beginning of the séance. For these 
lapses of observation, of course, the medium had to suffer, 
but the whole business was conducted with grave defects of 
method, to say nothing of the subtler side of tbe proposition, 

A Torbes, sympathies and antipathies. 

LJ LJ + > 

The “ Evening Standard,” which has given considerable 
attention to the subject of psychic phenomena, has published 
& proposal by Sir Árthur Conan Doyle (made to Mr. Ulyss 
a representative of the journal, in an interview), that 
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NX newspapers—the “ Evening Standard," the *‘ Daily 
" Daily Express," * Daily Mail" “ Evening 
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This ndence consists of some thirty 
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known medium, and received what is regarded as conclusive 
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NAPOLEON AND THE MUSIC 


We take the following Но 

The latest contributor to the controver 
Conan Doyle’s spiritualistic séance at Cardiff 
den, the music-hall artist. 

“ Last October," he writes to “ The Evening New si 
received а * spirit ’ message from Napoleon which I put into 
song form and sang with great success he t 7 
is ‘ The Spirit of Napoleon.’ It predicted events 
taken place since I received the * message.’ 

* My latest prediction is that the 
that Edward onm advocated in his 
ward ' will be adopted in a very few ye 
Nations is a step in tbat direction 

"I would put this question: How is it possible for an 
uneducated person to write, compose, and sing songs pre- 
dicting forthcoming events unless inspired by an unseen 
force? And what is that force? ” 


*," We are rather shy of the multitude of Napoleons, 
Shakespeares and other great names so freely quoted in these 
cases. Tbey do not affect the reality of tbe psychic experi- 
ence, but they seem to suggest an obscure tree as inr x factor 
which needs close investigation by trained psychologists 


HALL ARTIST. 
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THE EVIDENCES {OF SPIRIT RETURN. 


FINAL Extracts FROM AN INQUIBER'8 Note Book. 


* By Frang KNIGHT. 


Looking again through the notes of my sittings with Mr. 
Aaron Wilkinson, from which I gave extracts in my articles 
in мент of December 28th and January 1368, I find material 
for one or two more headings, and accordingly submit to the 
Editor what shall be my final contribution upon this subject. 

1. Evidence that the communicators retain their earthly 
affections unimpaired. 

(а) My sister-in-law, Mrs. Herbert Knight, has veen 
present at the sittings occasionally. I know very little of 
her family history, and the persons mentioned in the follow- 
ing description were unknown to me. 

Mrs. Herbert Knight's grandmother was stated to be 
present on one occasion, and her name was correctly given. 
The further statement was made, “* I am her grandmother, 
not her step-grandmother.”’ 

I thus learnt for the first time that Mrs. Knight had had 
a step-grandmother. 

At another sitting the step-grandmother manifested, 
giving her name, Sarah Rawson, correctly, and requesting 
that Mrs. Herbert Knight would at once go to see her Aunt 
Helen, who, it was said, was living alone, getting into years, 
and much in need of a little love and attention, 

Many correct details were given about this Aunt Helen, 
and after the sitting I found that she had lived with Sarah 

Rawson, and had nursed her through her last illness. 
Sarah Hawson had evidently not forgotten this, and was still 
solicitous for Aunt Helen's happiness. 

The next two incidents I mention seem to me rather im- 
ressive. I knew neither of the communicators concerned 
ut have verified the details. Unfortunately I do not feel 

justified in setting out all the particulars lest I should give 
pain to surviving relatives, who might possibly recognise 
them, if, by some remote chance, they read this article. 

(b) My friend, Mr. Oddy, was present at a sitting, when 
а long communication was received for him, 1% was signed 
by initials г nised by him alone, and it purported to come 
from an acquaintance of his recently deceased; a married 
man, who had left a wife and two daughters. 

The writer was apparently suffering from considerable dis- 
tress of mind, and lamented that he had not earlier returned 
to consciousness on the other side, “ All is so dark at home. 
In fact my home seems to have gone. Where are the girls, 
and what of her? 1f I could have opened up my mind sooner 

how much better it would have been." Other matter, too 
intimate for reproduction, followed. 

It transpires that after this gentleman's death his family 
removed to another address. Apparently on returning to 
consciousness, the father had gone straight to his old home, 
to discover it dark and empty, and he was quite keenly dis- 
tressed at his inability to find those he loved. 

(c) My cousin, Alfred Thornes, who was killed in the war, 
has frequently appeared at these sittings. On a recent 
occasion the medium heard him say, “I have brought 
а with me, and he wants to send a message to his 
wife, 

Several identifying details followed in regard to Johnson 
who was personally unknown to any of the sitters, though 1 
had a vague idea that Alfred had had a friend named 
Johnson, but I did not know that he was married, or even 
that he was dead. 

Е a which I have made confirm all the particulars 
given by Mr. Wilkinson, and have supplied me with an 
excellent reason for Mr. Johnson's desire to send a message 
to his wife, 

II. Indications that the earthly homes of the deceased 
sometimes provide a link between them and мз, 

(a) My wife’s family home is away in a country town 

some miles from our present address, She has been present 
at all my later sittings, but very little of interest has been 
obtai from her people. 
The house in which she was brought up, and in which her 
mother still lives, was occupied many years ago by a family 
of the name of Verity, who were distant connections, and 
it 18 curious that we seldom have а sitting without some 
manifestation from one or another of the Verity family, in 
whom, to tell the truth, my wife is not greatly interested, 
and of whom I had never previously heard, Presumably 
the house is the connecting link. 

(b) An old gentleman was described, who stated that he 
had died in the house where we were holding the sitting, 
He gave the name Edward Umpleby. I thought I knew all 
about the previous tenants of my home, and denied that 
anyone had died there. but I was mistaken. On inguiry I 
have discovered that Edward Umpleby knew better than 1 
did where he had died. А 

ТИ, Trivial touches, which help to prove identity, 

It ig a commonplace in psychical research that trivial 
details, correctly given, provide the beat evidence of personal 
identity. Т give here one or two instances of what I mean, 

A man whom I had known very well was described, His 
full name and many identifying details were given, and it 
was stated, among other things, that he had died “ a dis- 


man. 
Now he was in quite comfortable circumstances; had a 
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wife and grown-up family, all doing well. On the вигід 
there was no reason whatever to suspect anything wrong 
but I knew his life history, and I know that he was quite 
rightly described as “ a disappointed man,” 

Another man described and named was stated to hay, 
been “ a great autocrat.” I have good reason to think thai 
the medium was not aware that the gentleman he y 
described had been for a long number of years the head 
master of a public school, and that among his many good 
qualities he was famous as a splendid disciplinarian. 

Two other examples may be given. An elderly man anj 
his daughter were described and named correctly, Tho 
were neighbours of ours many years ago, and the medium wa 
impressed to state that my mother had once given they 
financial help at a time of great stress. 

This was true, but I am sure that the incident was know; 
only to my mother, myself, and one other person, noy 
deceased. 

Another neighbour of thirty years ago, who could not give 
his own name, gave correctly the names of his father ani 
mother, which 1 did not remember, but afterwards verified 
The medium described him as ‘‘ a very dressy young fellow,’ 
and it is a fact that his exquisite attire on all occasions is 
the outstanding feature of my memory of him. 

Just a final word. If the reader cares to go again 
through the succession of incidents I have narrated in my 
three articles I think he must be impelled to some theory of 
supernormal power on the part of Mr. Wilkinson. 

The supposition that the medium possessed normally. 
acquired knowledge of the details is untenable, I could 
make this clear if I could give exhaustive particulars, but 
as to the nature of his supernormal power I [уо the reader 
to determine for himself. 


Norte sy Mr. J. ARTHUR Нил, 


I have pleasure in confirming the above details and thow 
of the two preceding articles. Mr. Knight took careful 
notes at all sittings, and I possess duplicates of all his 
records, sent to me within a day or two of each sitting. We 
also discussed, with such critical faculties as we possess (this 
is mock modesty, for we think extremely well of them) the 
various explanatory hypotheses; and we have arrived at the 
same conclusions. 

A propos of the case in which a spirit returned to find his 
house dark and empty, I may say that I have had similar 
incidents in my own sittings. A few months ago there died 
an old friend of our family, 
literature but was not a Spiritualist and had never sat with 
a medium. І had never mentioned him to Mr. Wilkinson, 
and I do not believe that the latter knew of his existence or 
had ever heard his name. At a sitting two months after 
his death, he was described and named correctly, the medium 
seeing him quite distinctly, standing by the door with 4 
walking-stick in his hand. Mr. Wilkinson felt that the oli 
gentleman was rather puzzled át finding someone gone away, 
or his home broken up, or something of that sort. The facts 
were that the home had been broken up and that ths 
daughter who lived with him had gone away; the house was 
empty, and remains so. It is curious that the spirit wa 
mme for it is pretty certain that he knew while alive that 

is daughter would go to a married brother or sister after 
his departure. However, perhaps he was only just waking 
up from the post mortem sleep, and had not quite realised 
the situation. 

I had another similar case recently, concerning a man 
who had lived in a house belonging to me. Here again! 
have no reason to believe that the medium had ever heard 
of him. But the full name was given 
—and a line of a certain hymn, this latter apparently for 
some special reason. The hymn turned out to have been 4 
favourite of his, though I did not know anything about his 
references in that direction, and did not know the hymn 

hope to publish this саве in full later on, for it is important 
ав eliminating telepathy from the sitter. The spirit gave the 
medium an impression that his home had been broken up, 
which was true, 

Apparently their first interest after waking up is to se 
how tas are going on at the old place. "This is natural 
enough, as а preliminary to further progress in the new 
conditions. 


Книлтом —In the conversation between the Artists wife 
and the Engineer in Mr. 8. Do Brath's Symposium last. week 
(p. 82), we permitted the Engineer to attribute “Higher Ав 
есін of Bpiritralisin " to Wallace, instead of to Stainton 
Moses and to refer to Miss Dallas's book, “ Across the 
Barrier," as “ Across the Border," Exceptional pressure 
of work falling on an inadequate staff is our only excuse, 

Вв Аитнов Conan Роути'в MyrTING8,—Mr. Ernest 
Oaten, who accompanied Sir Arthur on his recent tour, send: 
us the following list of towns and the numbers of the audi 
ences nddrossed : —Cardiff, 1.200; Merthyr, 2,000; Newport, 
1,500; Swansea. 2,500; Cheltenham, 1,000. Sir Arthur's 
next tour ів as follows : —April 2nd. Darlington: 3rd, Gate 
head-on-Tyne (Town Hall); 4th, Edinburgh (Usher Hall); 
6th, Glasgow (Bt. Andrew’s Hall); 9th, Liverpool (Philhar 
monic Hall). 
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THE GENESIS OF MODERN 
SPIRITUALISM. 


Tug Testimony or Новлок GREELEY. 
Bx B. M. Оорвли (Ban Diego, California), 


Let us not forget that March 31st is the birthday of 
modern Spiritualism. It is true that ''Bpiritualism " in 
the broad meaning of the term is coeval with humanity— it 
is true also that much of Christianity was taught in years 
B,0,, but this does not lessen our appreciation of Christmas. 

The fascinating story of the advent of our faith, in its 
modern form, is well told in a book that fully lives up to its 
long title :‘‘ Modern Spiritualism ; Ив Facts and Fanaticisms, 
its Consistencies and Contradictions,” by E. W. Capron 
(Boston), 1855. This book should by all means be reprinted, 
because it is most informing, and open-minded, and frank 
about the early difficulties—to many of which we have since 
given names. Moreover, it does justice to the much-suffering 
mediyms, and completely refutes, by original documents, 
calumnies that are actually repeated to-day. Books go out 
of print, but lies live on and seem never to lack tongues 
favourable to their reproduction. 

Some day, when the various well-known incidents con- 
nected with this first communion between two worlds (under 
everyday conditions) stand out clearly in their just propor- 
tion, we ehall appreciate the inherent beauty of the scene. 
No doubt an artist will arise capable of grouping into one 
picture all the attendant dwellers of various worlds, from 
the brightest angels of Heaven down to earth-bound spirits 
and the children of earth, and prove once more that “ Beauty 
is truth, truth beauty." The story should certainly be re- 
read by Spiritualists because we possess no clearer evidence 
of direct spirit agency. 

It is an error to suppose that the Fox mediums were at 
all pleased with the notoriety that had been thrust upon 
them, or that they derived anything from it, during the first 
віх months at any rate, but trouble and financial loss. While 
the family prayed to be left in peace, the spirits kept urging 
them to make the facts known far and wide. "This struggle 
with reluctant mediums reached a climax in the month of 
November, 1848, when after many warnings the spirits with- 
drew entirely. We are told that after the withdrawal— for 
the first three or four days the mediums continued their 
stoicism; but they soon began to realise their loss, and were 
affected even to tears when their friends called," Во it 
happened that, when twelve days of complete silence had 
confirmed this repentant mood, and when the author and 
another old friend called at the mediums’ home and asked 
‘the spirits as an especial favour to rap for them, 
"immediately they were greeted with a perfect shower ot 
raps on the floor, the walls and the ceiling ’’—and this 
message was spelt out, “ You all have a duty to perform! 
we want you to make this matter more public." To the 
reply that ridicule and abuse would be heaped upon them it 
was retorted, “ That will be во much the better—your triumph 
will be so much the greater." And somewhat later the 
grand object of this long struggle against mortal fear and 
obstinacy was divulged through the same mediums: “ It is 
to draw mankind together in harmony, and convince sceptics 
of the immortality of the soul." | 

In the spring of 1850 the Foxes were invited to New York, 
where they remained for two months giving publie exhibi- 
tions—an event in the history of modern Spiritualism 
comparable to the arrival of 8t. Paul at Rome. And here a 
tribute should be paid to Horace Greeley, America’s greatest 
editor, who at a time when every newspaper in the land was 
denouncing what a New York paper called ‘‘ the most super- 
latively silly, dishonest, immoral, blasphemous imposture ever 
set up among men ”’ opened the columns of the “ Tribune "' 
to the representations of both sides impartially. Undoubtedly 
this helped the cause enormously—and at a time when it was 
in toed of help. He was the first man to call upon the 
mediums in New York ; and before they returned to Rochester 
he received them as guests in his own home, After their 

arture he published in his paper, over his own initials, 
a ng testimony to the genuineness of the phenomena, from 
which, perhaps, even now, it might be well to quote :— 

“ 


‚ , Ош own dwelling was among those they thus 
visited; not only submitting to, but courting, the fullest 
and keenest inquiry. We devoted what time we could spare, 
out of three days, to this subject; and it would be the basest 
cowardice not to say that we are convinced beyond a doubt 
of their perfect integrity and good faith. Whatever may 
be the origin or cause of the ‘ rappings’ the ladies in whose 
sec occur do not make them, We tested this 
ghly and to our entire satisfaction, How are they 
caused? . . He must be well acquainted with the arcana 
the universe who shall presume to decide that these mani- 
tions are natural or supernatural, But if we were 
бару m. nt the questions we asked and the answers 
received we should at once be accused of having done 

#0 to sustain the theory which regards these manifestations 
as the utterances of departed spirite.—H.G.” 


nuthor's comment upon this is quite applicable to the 


is testimony was due to the Fox famil ‚ and 
о to the independent and high-minded editor, wha 
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dared to brave public opinion, and utter his convictions after 
a candid and patient investigation. Such a course presents 
a striking contrast to those lesser lights of the editorial pro- 
fession who condemn without ever having investigated at all,” 
In England Spiritualism was for a long time contemned 
as a species of ' Yankee notion." Spirits have explained 
that in order to break a road through to our world of sense 
it was necessary for them to commence operations in a small 
western settlement, because the mental attitude of 
Americans was favourable, in that they rather look for the 
unexpected to happen, and will investigate any new thing 
Imagine the simple folk of an English village of those days 
suddenly changed into ''spirit mediums " and charged to 
go forth and tell it to the world! Though the squire might 
not have known what to make of them, and though the 
rector might have descried the devil in them, still the last 
word would always have rested with the doctor, who no 
doubt would have tapped his forehead to indicate the seat 
of the trouble that would render their confinement in a 
lunatic asylum inevitable. 

But supposing the planning angels had made a concession 
to our prejudices (if that were in fact possible) and the 
earliest manifestations had been restricted to high altars, 
with officiating bishops and prieste for mediums, and the 
odour of sanctity as an essential condition, what a splendid 
start the new revelation would have made! Yes, and what 
a miserable finish there would be in store for it, when the 
human stock upon which the Divine word was engrafted went 
the way of all human institutions—to decay and death 

Evidently the good God does not graft His truth upon 
human Organisations ; rather it is we who insert our scions 
upon His truth. His hand sows seed, which for a season 
may be trodden under foot; so let us never feel ashamed of 
our lowly origin, but rather let it always impart its 
character to our philosophy. Nature is forever taking us 
down from our pinnacles—is unceasingly telling us that our 
conventional superiorities are valueless; but we cling to our 
easy virtues, and wonder why they receive no recognition 
from above, oblivious to the truth that as long as we get 
others to lift us above the grime of the world it is our own 
souls that receive the stain of it. 


IS THE HOUR ОЕ DEATH PREDETERMINED ? 


I am constrained to admit the strength of Mr. R. B. 
Bargeant's argument, and must confess that the catastrophes 
һе supposes have all the appearance of genuine “ accidents,” 
We must, I think, take a wider view of Providence, which 
in ita care of the individual will not be disconcerted by 
such a trifle as death. Let the special protection from wave 
апа wheel, murder and microbe, be conceived of as accorded 
to those who have a work to do of sufficient importance to 
warrant their continued physical existence until it is 
accomplished God can no doubt prevent our sailing in the 
ship which He foresees will sink, and will do so if there та 
any real benefit in our avoiding it But is there any 
benefit? The good will gain by passing into the higher life, 
and the wicked, who must now give an account, will in the 
long run gain too, It is the people who are neither one 
thing nor the other, the immature, who are the difficulty; for 
them the premature passing seems unreasonable, a regrettable 
‘ accident " indeed, disorderly, irregular and not in accor- 
dance with design. ‘ All things work together for good to 
them that love God "--but, then, how many love God? 
“ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints '"'—bat how many are saints? As Lot was dragged out 
of falling Sodom by the spirit people (Gen. xix. 16) so some 
may have been, by a like agency, saved from Pompeii, San 
Francisco or Ypres 

Е, FixuniNo-Ovrp. 


TRANSITION OF MRS. MARY DAVIES, 


We have but just learned of the decease of Mrs. Mary 
Davies, the well-known medium and speaker, who passed 
away on Friday, the 7th inst., at a nursing home, from 
cancer. She had been ailing for some time previously. The 
body was cremated on Tuesday, the 11th inst., at Golder's 
Green, in the presence of some thirty friends and relatives 
Mr. Ernest Beard conducted the service and made some im- 
pressive references to the earth life and work of the arisen 
spirit. There were many floral offerings, including one from 
the Marylebone Association, which has especial cause to ap- 
preciate Mra. Davies’ work as a speaker and clairvoyant on 
it» platform. Indeed, as one of the Couffcil of that Society 
wrote, ' Mrs. Mary Davies has been a great help to the 
M.S.A, Нег clairvoyant powers were always fittingly used 
from our platform and her assistance to inquirers was of 
great service, With many others we shall sorely miss this 
good worker." Ілаит joins sincerely in the expressions of 
regret nud of sympathy with Mr. Davies. 

We own to being » little disappointed that no information 
was received by us concerning the matter until nearly a week 
after Mrs, Davies had passed on, In the present deluge of 
Press allusions and discussion it is impossible for us, unaided 
to keep abreast of all the events in the movement, | 
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THE CHURCH AND RECONSTRUCTION. 


By Erus G. ROBERTS, M.A. (Oxon). 


* V.C.D." has achieved a record. I trust he has also 
established a precedent. In his article on “ The Church and 
Social Service" (Тент, p. 77), he has offered a criticism 
founded on personal, up-to-date knowledge, aimed at a real 
evil, and calculated to strengthen the hands of reformers 
within the Church itself instead of merely kindling irritating 
and otiose controversy. 0 si sic omnes ! 

The procedure he criticises is only too familiar to the 
much-enduring clergy. We are °‘ cited " to “ conferences ” 
gt a centre perhaps fifty or sixty miles from our homes. The 
meeting is opened with prayers for guidance. Archdeacon 
Arbuster, whose very considerable periphery, by the way, is 
encased in a tight-fitting suit of khaki, moves a cut-and-dried 
resolution. This is seconded at unlimited length by that 
notable Churchman, Sir Porcius Money-Bagge, who achieved 
fame by his corner in sausages, and supported by half-a-dozen 
gentlemen who have been well primed for the occasion. 
Robinson, late tutor of Trinity, makes some objections to the 
official scheme, but he is not in the know and thinkers are 
not men of a ready tongue, so he falls an easy victim to the 
sarcasms of the Rev. Athelstan Bosher, whose many disasters 
in the schools were compensated by his triumphs in the debat- 
ing society of ** Cats." And so we pass resolutions in favour 
of “ Life and Liberty," or whatever may be the official 
panacea for the woes of creation, and we sing “ The Church's 
One Foundation '" very much out of time and tune. Then a 

jaded bishop, who since a hurried breakfast has endured seven 
or eight hours of oratory, rapidly pronounces a benediction 
and rushes away on a forty-miles' journey to open a gate—I 
mean, of course, to consecrate a memorial Lych-gate in the 
malodorous hamlet of Moreton-in-the Mudde. 

No wonder that the unsophisticated layman regards such 
“ devotions " as an insult to the Power to whom they are 
offered. They are one illustration among many of the utter 
unreality of во much of official religion. And it is at the un- 
reality of the religionist that the 5 iritualist should aim his 
blows, not at the genuine, if obsolete, beliefs of a genera- 
tion which is extinct or passing away. 

“ V.C.D." is equally instructive in his practical sugges- 
tions. This is no time for building Lady Chapels. If the 
Church does not within a very short time recover a great deal 
of the spiritual power she has lost, then her ancient cathe- 
drals will, ere long, be in the hands of Bolsheviks, or, at best, 
be museums under County Councils. The Church is in de- 
Jos plight. Her ablest men are fully aware of the fact, 
though the Arbusters and Money-Bagges are at present too 
much for them. The ** Hereford Diocesan Magazine," which 
represents the views of one of the most scholarly chapters in 
England, deplores the fact that the Church has alienated and 
continues to alienate “* persons of stalwart mind, un- 
blemished record, and deep religious conviction." The 
Bishop of Manchester, distinguished alike as scholar and ad- 
ministrator, tells us frankly that “ want of statesmanshi 
has driven the Church of England on the rocks." He adds 
that her leaders are trying to rescue the ship “ by the aid of 
compasses pointing in two directions," Such a situation is 
not to be remedied simply by bidding the crew sing “ Yeo, 
heave ho," and by clamouring for five millions. 

Bumptious officials of а Church in such deadly peril are 
certainly ill-advised to sneer at “ revelations which come 
through automatic scribble and dislocated furniture." But 
there is a right and a wrong way of replying to such gim- 
crack gibes as these. “ V.C.D.’’ has chosen the right one. 
More power to his elbow! 


PUBLIC TESTS: WHY THEY ARE OFTEN FUTILE, 


“ Old Fleet-Streeter " writes :— 


** As with religious conviction. the truth of a spiritual 
world must be brought home to the heart and mind of the 
individual man or woman. It cannot be done by wholesale 
methods. I know several men who, like myself, are aware 
of the reality of physical phenomena. "They have tested it, 
after which they fare felt no further interest in the matter. 
All it has demonstrated to them is that physical phenomena 
sre facts, but as to what these imply they are quite indiffer- 
ent. They have taken a step in advance of the complete 
ignoramus who knows all about it without inquiry: but that 
is as far as they have gone. The fact ia that a hostile investi- 
gator can always prove the matter to be a fraud if he wants 
to, by the simple process of destroying the conditions under 
which any evidential results can be obtained. The protagon- 
ists of SpiritualisIn, on the other hand, are handicapped Бу а 
complete inability to command results. All they can do is 
by care and pains to provide suitable conditions for those who 
sincerely desire to know the truth, and all these can be ren- 
dered completely futilo by the interposition of some ill-dis- 
posed person who, by a mere twist of the finger, so to speak, 
can prevent himself or anybody else from getting any evi- 
dence whatever." 


Reve well thyself that other folks canst rede, 
And truth thee shall deliver, "tis no drede. 
—Cnuavorp. 
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INDIAN MAGIC. 


J. M. T., а lady who has lived in India, sends us tho 
following description of a performance which impressed ha 
even more than the mango and rope tricks, as the latte 
leave no traces behind and the '' water chatty” trick 
does : — 

“The conjurer squats himself down in front of your 
bungalow and spreads out his paraphernalia on the ground 
He takes in his two hands an earthen pot, or ‘ chatty ' (as it 
is called), quite round, like a big pumpkin, with a narroy 
round neck, or mouth to it. He turns it upside down, аці 
with his wand rattles the inside to show that it is empty, and 
from the sound and the fact of its being upside down resting 
on the stick, one knows that it is empty. He then puts it 
on the ground, when a bubbling of water comes out of the 
mouth. He holds up his wand and tells the water to cease flow 
ing, and it does. Then he holds it perhaps on his shoulders o 
on his back or against his cheek and the bubbling overflow b 
gins anew. He puts it down and perhaps proceeds to display 
some sleight of hand wonder, then returns to his * chatty ’ ani 
the bubbling overflow starts once more. When he goes not onl 
is his skin wet, but a large pool of water is left in front of 
the house, which my little boys always gleefully examined 
when the conjurer was out of sight. All the spectators, native 
and Europeans alike, exclaim after one of these visits, ' Hor 
is it done? How can he turn the pot upside down on hi: 
stick and yet keep the water іп? Persons acquainted with 
the Madras Presidency will be able to corroborate by their own 
experience the above account." 


THE MEDIUM AND HIS CRITIC. 


The following story reaches us concerning Mr. Tom Туг. 
rell, the famous provincial clairvoyant :— 

On one occasion at a meeting at Warrington a _ loca] 
preacher interrupted Mr. Tyrrell in the course of his clairvoy- 
ant delineations with the remark: ‘‘ It’s all rubbish ani 
guesswork!" Mr. Tyrrell retorted that he would willingly 
vacate his position on the platform and surrender it to the 
objector, who could then proceed to improvise descriptions 
himself. This challenge, however, the interrupter refused. 
The clairvoyant, remarking that he would deal with his critic 
later, proceeded with his descriptions. The man, who little 
expected what was coming, had not very long to wait. Bud. 
denly addressing him, Mr. Tyrrell said: ** There is a lady of 
about 73 building up beside you, who gives me the name oí | 
Jane Twist." The recipient of this statement was so taken 
aback that he ejaculated: “ Why, that’s my mother! Mr. | 
Tyrrell thereupon added that the lady had brought with her | 
two gentlemen, Joseph and Edward, and his astonished critic, 
now completely disarmed, promptly claimed one of them as his 
father. The sequel of the story is that the whilom scoffer 
subsequently became a convinced Spiritualist. 


THE SOUL AND NATURAL PHENOMENA. 


Some mystical writers have traced a subtle connection 
between humanity and the convulsions of the physical world. 
Thus the following curious coincidence was noted in the 
“ Times "' of the 14th December last :— 

“ A somewhat strange coincidence has been noted in 
Jamaica, where, in the district of Portland, an earthquake 
on August 4th, 1914, preceded by a few hours the news oí 
the declaration of war. On the morning of November 11th, 
1918, an earthquake in the same area was felt, shortly before ¢ 
the report of the signing of the armistice arrived.” 

Another item bearing on the same idea is contained іп з 
letter which lately reached us from a Newcastle contributor, 
М. M. Н. This lady, an intelligent student of psychic pro- 
blems, tells us that a few evenings previously she was visited 
by an old friend belonging to what the world calls “ the 
humbler walks of life," who is a remarkable medium. After 
some chat on ordinary matters the visitor, passing under con- 
trol, began to speak about the present terrible epidemic of 
“ black sickness," stating that it was caused by the foul 
condition of the atmosphere, aggravated to some extent by 
the misuse of science. To the question whether it would 
soon pass away, she replied, ** Not soon; it will go on floating 
about the world till it wears itself out," Asked if there was | 
no remedy, she said, “ Yes, from the earth, from the 
ground," and, stooping, lowered her arms to the ground and 
then raised them above her head, repeating the action two 
or three times, “ Ноу?” inquired M. M. H., and the 
answer was “ Minerals.” Our correspondent. got nothing 
further in explanation till after her visitor had left, when 
she suddenly seemed to hear the word “ Earthquake," The 
whole suggested to M. M. Н. a prediction of a volcanic erap- 
tion, which seems to her a not unlikely event. We must be 
content to “ wait and see," 


We are informed of the death recently, in Paris, of Mr 
Liddell Mathers, author of “ The Kabala Unveiled,” but at 
the time of writing have no further particulars, 
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TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS. 


These notices are confined to' announcements of meetings оп the comin 
Sunday, with the addition only of other. engagements in the same 
week. They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (including th 
name of the society) and 8d. for every additional line. 


Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour-street, W.1.—6.30, Dr. 
У. J. Vanstone. Магоһ 30th, Mrs. Е. A. Cannock. See 
front page. 

The London Spiritual Mission, 18, Pembridge-place, W.2. 
—11, Mr. E. W. Beard; 6. 30, Mrs. Worthington. Wednes- 
day, March 26th, 7.30, Mr. Thomas Ella. 

Üamberwell Masonic Hall.—11, church service; 6.30 Mrs. 
Cannock. 30th, 6.30, Mrs. Beaumont-Sigall. 

Croydon.—117b, High-street.—11, Mr. Percy Scholey ; 
6.30, Mr. Robert King. 

Harrow and Wealdstone.—Garjton Rooms, Station-road, 
Harrow-on-the-1Iill.—6.30, Mrs. James Alien. 

Kingston-on-Thames.—Bishop’s Hall.—6.30, Miss Violet 
Burton, trance address. 

Lewisham.—The Priory, High-strect.—06.30, Mr. Н. 
Boddington. 

ЕИ Spiritual Mission, 106, 
11.30 and 6.45, Mr. P. R. Street. 

Walthamstow.—342, Hoe-street,— 7, Address and clair- 
voyance by Mr. Trinder. 

Battersea.—45, St. John’s Hil, Clapham Junction.— 
11.15, circle; 6.30, Mrs. Neville; cornet solo by Mr. W. T. 
Hedger. 27th, 8.15, Mrs. Bloodworth. 

olloway.—Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station). 
—11.15, address by Mr. Thos. Davis; 3, Lyceum; 7, Mrs. 
Crowder (late of Sheffield). Wednesday, Mr. W. J. Parry. 

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Perseverance Hall, Villas-rd., 
Plumstead.—7, Mr. R. G. Jones, address and clairvoyance. 
Wednesday, 8, Mrs. Cannock, address and clairvoyance. 

Brighton.—Windsor Hall, Windsor-street.—Mrs. A. Jam- 
rach, addresses and descriptions: 11.15, Windsor Hall; 7, 
Atheneum Hall. 3, Lyceum. Monday, 8, healing. 
Wednesday, 8, public meeting. 

0 ld Steine Най. —11.30 and 7, addresses 
and clairvoyance, Mrs. Bloodworth; 3, Lyceum. Моп- 
day, 7.45, brief address and psychic reading, Mrs. 
Bloodworth. "Tuesday, 7.45, special lecture, Mr. H. G. Mas- 

ham, ‘‘Buddhism and Its Humane Ideas," admission free, 
collection. Thursday, 7.45, enquirers’ questions and clair- 
voyance. Friday, Guild. Forward Movement, Atheneum 
Hall Sunday next, 3 p.m., lecture, Miss Lind-af-Hageby, 
“Spiritualism and Progressive Thought." Chair, Н. а. 
Massingham, Esq. Reserved seats, 2s. and 1s. Admission 
free, Collection. 


Blagrave-street.— 


Тлттье Itrorp Soctety’s Distress FuwD.—Mrs. Alice 
Jamrach (11, Sheringham-avenue, Manor Park) desires, on 
behalf of the above fund, to acknowledge with warm gratitude 
the receipt of two parcels of clothing from Mrs. Hudson, of 
Huddersfield. 


A LITTLE PILGRIM IN THE UNSEEN. 
By MRS. OLIPHANT. 


(Including ‘‘ The Little Pilgrim Goes Up Higher.") 
An attempt to follow a gentle soul, which never knew doubt, into the 
New World and to catch a glimpse of something of its glory. 


Cloth, 147 pages, 2/3 net, post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 6, QUEEN “QUARE. LONDON W.O.1. 


ASTROLOGICAL LESSONS by 
Е. JOSEPHINE PURDOM. 
A Course of 13 Lessons for £1 1$. 


LESSONS WILL BE CORRECTED BY THE TEACHER THROUGH THE POST. 


These lessons are beautifully arranged, and simply set forth, and are a 
boon to those who desire to become acquainted with the mystic 
science of Astrology. 


For further particulars apply to— 
MRS, PURDOM, *''Bliakbonny,'^ Tudor Hill, Sutton Coldfield, 
EL England. 


“I Heard a Voice,” or, The Great Exploration. 
By a King's Counsel. 


Most Interesting experiences which the author hae had in spirit com 
qunication entirely by means of the psychic gil ta unexpectedly discovered 
in hia two young daughters. No assistance has been had from professional 
medinme, From being sceptical of the existence of any genuine power 
Ol spiri:-intercourse, he has been converted to a confident belief both in 
the existence and in the benefit (if properly u-ed) of such. power, by the 
overwhelming evidence with which he has been confronted in his own 


ГА A CONAN DOYLE writes : © J have been deeply interested in this 
book. The wholescheme of life beyond exactly confirms many previous 
Matements. and surely the agreement of indi pendent witnesses must make 
aurong—to my mind an overwhelming- cuse. I would do anything to 
help this cause, which seems to me the greatest thing in the world.” 


Cloth, 2nd Edition, 278 pages, 7/11 net, post free. 
Ориси ov “LIGHT, 6, QUEEN Squans, LONDON, W.C. 1. 


THE CONDUCT OF CIRCLES 


Вт ‘M.A. (Охок.)' 


ADVICE ТО INQUIRERS. 


If you wish to see whether Spiritualism is really onty 
jagglery and imposture, try it by personal experiment. If 
you can get an introduction to some experienced Spintualist 
on whose good faith you can rely, ask him for advice ; and 
if he is holding private circles, seek permission to attend 
one to see how to conduct seances, and what to expect. 
There is, however, difficulty in obtaining access to private 
ciroles and, in any case, you must rely chiefly on experiences 
in your own family circle, or amongst your own friends, all 
strangers being excluded. 

Form a circle of from four to eight persons, half, or at 
least two, of negative, passive temperament and preferably 
of the female sex, the rest of a more positive type. Sit, 
positive and negative alternately, secure against disturbance, 
in subdued light, round an uncovered table of convenient 
size. Place the palms of the hands flat upon its upper surface. 
The bands of each sitter need not touch those of his 
neighbour, though the practice is frequently adopted. 

Do not concentrate attention too fixedly on the expected 
manifesustion. Engage in cheerful but not frivolous con- 
versation. Avoid dispute or argumeut. Scepticism has no 
deterrent effect, but a bitter spirit of opposition in a person 
of determined will may totally stop or decidedly impede 
manifestations. If conversation flags, music is в great help, 
if it be agreeable to all, and not of в kind to irritate the 
sensitive ear. Patience is essential, and it may be necessary 
to meet ten or twelve times at short intervals, before any- 
thing occurs. If after such а trial you still fail, form a freah 
circle. An hour should be the limit of an unsuccessful séance. 

If the table moves, let your pressure be so gentle on its 
surface that you are sure you are not aiding its motions. 
After some time you will probably find that the movement 
will continue if your dus are held over, but not in contact 
with, it. Do not, however, try this until the movement is 
assured, and be in no hurry to get messages. 

When you think that the time has come, let someone 
take command of the circle and act as spokesman. Explain 
to the unseen Intelligence that an agreed code of siguals is 
desirable, and ask that a tilt may be given as the alphabet 
is slowly repeated, at the several letters which form the 
word that the Intelligence wishes to spell. It is convenient 
to use a single tilt for No, three for Yes, and two to express 
doubt or uncertainty. 

When a satisfactory communication has been established, 
«sk if you are rightly placed, and if not, what order you 
should take. After this ask who the Intelligence purporta 
to be, which of the company is the medium, and such relevant 
questions. If confusion occurs, «scribe it to the difficulty 
chat exists in directing the movements at first with exacti- 
wade. Patience will remedy this. If you only satisf 
yourself at first that it is possible to speak with an Intelli- 
zence separate from that of any person present, you wil 
lave gained much. 

The signals may take the form of гара. [f хо, ase the 
«ame code of signals, and ask as the raps become clear that 
they may be made on the table, or in а part of the room 
where they are demonstrably not On доо by a atural 
means, but avoid any vexatious imposition of restriction on 
tree communication. Let the intelligence use its own means. 
{t resta greatly with the sitters to make the manifestations 
alevating or frivolous and even tricky. 

Should an attempt be made to entrance the medium, or 
w manifest by any violent methods, ask that the attempt 
may be deferred till you can secure the presenca of some 


experienced Spiritualist. If this request is not heeded, dis- 
continue the sitting. The process of developir I ^ trance 
medium is one that might disconcert an inexperienced 
inguirer. ; 

Lastly, try the results you get by the light of Karson. 


Маш ыш a level heul and а clear judgment. Do not believe 
sverything yon are told, for though the great unseen world 
»ontaina many a wise and discerning spirit, it also has in i$ 
‘he accumulation of human folly, vanity, and error; and 
his lie» nearer to the surface than that which is wise and 
sood. Distrust the free use of great names. Never for a 
moment abandon the use of your reason. Do not enter into 
к very solemn investigation in а spirit of idle curiosity or 
mvolity. Cultivate a reverent desire for what is pure, good, 
and true, You will be repaid if you gain only a weil 

«rounded conviction that there is a life after. death, for 
which » роге snd good life before death i» tbe het and 
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STANDARD BOOKS 


Post free from the Office of “Тлант,” 6, 
the prices quoted. Remittances must 


Through the Mediumship of 

Wm. Stainton Moses (M.A. Oxon). By Automatic or Passive 
Writing. With a Biogr aphy by С м arlton T. Speer and two full-page 
portraits ; eighth edition. Cioth, 394 pages, 65. ба 


pirit Teachings. 


the Threshold of the Unseen. An Ex- 


n 
() amination of the Phenomena of Spiritualism апа of the Evi- 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


At the time of writing the interest of the popular 
Press in our subject shows no signs of subsiding, and 
tie activity under the surface is greater than ever before 
To Шохе of us who have seen this kind of thing many 
times before, it presents some familiar feature In 
some ways ib is encouraging, The opposition is not 
sovonfident as of old, and it has manifestly diminished 
And once more we observe that those who want the 
moth get it, and those who don't ean always contrive to 
avoid it, here are few more futile tasks than trying 
(0 convince people who don’t wish to be convinced. 
Take a little instance in the case of the stale objection 
ы Why do physical phenomena alway ; take place in the 
dark? On the argument being raised, omeone re 
lies that many of them have occurred, and still occur, 
in the light, and proceeds to explain why darkness is, in 
Most instances, a necessary condition imposed by 
Nature, The very next time the subject crops up, the 
каше objector will repeat the same objection in the same 
words, totally ignoring all that had been previously said. 
We have seen examples of this attitude over and over 
again, and realised that some critics do not write in any 
serious spirit—they simply want to obstruct a dis- 
“able truth and annoy those who champion it 
Those motives are distinctly apparent to the observer 
Who, having experience in controversia! tactics, ean look 
alittle below the surface, Life is too short to be wasted 
inanswering arguments entirely insincere, frivolous and 

све in fine, while some people raise questions 
use they want to know, others raise them because 
they don't want to know, and find this a convenient way 
of keeping the subject at a distance. 
reward, 
* * * 
А new book which we read through with great 
interest and pleasure is ГА New Heaven,” by the Hon. 
O W. Russell, the New Zealand Minister of Internal 
Affairs and Public Health (not to be confused with the 
Right Hon. G. У, Е, Russell, also an author, whose 
death was announced last week), Prefacing the work 
№ an inscription by the author, '" To the Mothers, 
۷ Sisters and Sweethearts of Brave Men belonging 
о Britain and her Glorious Allies who have ' Gone 
ont,’ ” in which he assures them that the men they 
d e nob dead, bul live іп a nobler and better 
| from pain—a World of Great Ideals and 
Opportunities," He assures the bereaved 
continued presence and help of their 
are ofttimes “ with you and near you, 
loving care, reading your thoughts 
lo you," ‘That сопуеув an idea of 


of the author although it does not 
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“ Gerson " writes;— 


I note from a recent article by Miss Evelyn Underhill that 
she regards high conceptions of a future life as being out of 
harmony with the idea of any perpetuation of the pleasanter 
features of earthly intercourse; and she quotes Mr. A. Е 
Waite singularly un 
interested in the question of reunion with departed friends 
with the union of the soul with 
always 


ns observing that the mystics are 


‘ they are concerned only 
God," To which I would reply that the really greater 
includes the less. No man ever loved brother or sister, wife 
or child, the less for loving God, '* He that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen?” T would suggest that the kind of mysticism 
which excludes natural human affection, far from being a 
true “ union of the soul with God," may be only a form of 
absorbed self-contemplation or introspection—unlovely and 
undesirable--not a spiritual expansion at all, but a contrac- 
tion, а shutting up of the soul within itself l'ortunately 
such experiences as those narrated in Тлсит by Mr. Frank 
Knight and duplicated in abundance by other investigators 
into our subject furnish abundant evidence, against which 
mere theorising is of no avail, that the ties of family affection 
do survive physical death. x 


Sin Айти» Conan Боуи’ в CHALLENGE то тию Press (re- 
ferred to in last week's. issue, page 93) has: resulted in the 
visit to him of several representatives of daily papers, who 
publish accounts of the evidence he submitted in the letters 
received from persons who consulted the medium, Mrs, B. 
Our readers will doubtless have read the accounts of some 
of them, во a fuller reference here is unnecessary, 
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COMMON-SENSE 


D 


SPIRITUALISM: 
YMPOSIA, 


TWO 


Ву Stantay De Плати, M.Inst.CO, E. (© V.O. Dosertia ') 


(i 1 ed froi age 91.) 
ByurosmM If 


Өлсө more the party met together at the house of the 
Engineer for a discussion on the vexed question The 
artist waa absent—he could not get over his dislike of the 
whole. subject md his place was taken by a Chaplain 
returned. from the Front in. Flanders The Physician set 
the ball a-rolling 

Puystonw have been looking over the books men 
tioned at our last, meeting, and I certainly must admit that 
the evidence for à super-normal force is overwhelming, and 
that there can be no reasonable doubt that it ia directed 
һу intelligence of some sort, but 1 am by no means con- 
vinoed that this intelligence proceeds from the spirita of 
those who have gone over from this life; in fact it obviously 
does not, in some cases 

Кмотмкки ; Well, I only say that I respectfully agree with 
Professor Hyslop that '' there is not nearly as much evi 
dence for telepathy between living persons as for spirit 
intercourse," and that * the telepathic theory seems to be 
favoured mainly hecause it is supposed not to involve the 
eredulity which spirit-intereourse is held to imply 

P. But why should the “ messages " not proceed from 
the sub-conscionn mind of the medium, or those of the 
sitters, or from both! 

N No doubt it sometimes does, and may often be 
tinctured һу them, but the messages themselves are the best 
answer to that It would be extremely difficult, without 
making large additions to the known facts of telepathy, to 
make that theory cover such cases as those given by the 
Société Universelle d'Etudes Psyehiques (Paris), in their 
issue of December, 1914, where parts of a message were 
given to one automatist in Paris, and parts to another auto 
matist at Wimereux, near Boulogne, within the same hour 

the two making no sense till combined, My objection to 
the theory is that it proves too much. Tho only authorita 
tive version of it that I know is Mr. F, L, Rawson's state 
ment, “ Spiritualistio phenomena are produced by the sub 
conscious mind of the medium, due to the fact (sie) that the 
subconscious mind of a man knows everything in the 
material world, and consequently can reproduce not only 
faucon, but knowledge not even known to those present, if 
the conscious mind can be caused to vibrate synchronously 
with the mind," (1) I have not much 
respect either for the statement or the authority, Besides, 
you will agree that the burden of proof lies on those who 
put forward a theory 

Р. Yos, I admit that, and I do not say it is so But 
biologista are now inclined to refer what used to be called 
" instinet " in animals to subconscious mind, and to ex 
plain hy it the homing instinct of birds, and many actions 
of animals, such aa the extraordinary anatomical skill with 
which the Sphex wasp stings its prey exactly on the nerve 
centre which paralyses only the motor nerves of the cater 
pillar it eonveys to be the living food of its larva; and 
many other cases of unerring knowledge. If a semi-blind 
caterpillar and the blind Driver ant can proceed straight 
to distant hould not the subconscion 
mind in man have ace to information of which the con 
solous mind knows nothing 

К, Ib certainly may, for know to the con 
trary; but if we agree that the subject is experi 
mental, the holders of the theory must prove that it doc 
And I think it proves too much--it not only involves the 
enormous assumption a practically omniscient sub 
conscious mind, at the posal of half-educated 
medium, but it does not account for the exceedingly low 


subconscious 


sources of food, why 


aught we 


whol 


every 


ignorant, occasionally dogmati md frequently untrue 
nature of many quite genuine automatism Let us keep 
to the sceientifie theory, г the implest which cover 


the facts at present known There may be a sub 
conscious mind (which, apparently, has all, and much more 
than, the powers which are denied to the human spirit) 
what the Theosophists call the Astral Memory or the 
Akashie record, but the spirit hypothesis. i certainly. more 
comprehensible, more in accordance with the evidence, and 
has much more practical bearing I take it aa a pro 
visional hypothesis covering tho facts, but limited severely 
by conditions not vet fully understood, and by the subecon 
welousness of the transmitter 

P. Rut if the communications really proceed from those 
who have passed over, what about their inabilitv to tell us 
mueh about their condition How do you explain that 

К really scarcely dare to злу you will think me 
horribly pedantie and mystical at the same time 

P. Go on. Tam not frichtened 

К Well. then, Т am inclined to think that they live in 
fourth-dimensional three-dimensional 
hence we can only understand such of their conditions as 
include our own 

Cnartar, What do vou mean! 

К. 1 said you would be appalled 


space, and we in 
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P, But you must explain yourself 

'. То do во, І must prove mathematically that Spaco сат 
be of four dimensions For the full proof you must go te 
Riemann, Gauss, and Klein, W, К. Clifford, Sir В, В, Bal 
and the publications of the Mathematical Society, I ay 
really afraid to go on But they show mathematically thy 
there must be different kinds of apace 

р. Там not going to bow before any authority, sclontifi 
or clerical Bergson says that any philosophy can be put in 
ordinary language 

E. Well, if you will have it, here is the best I can do 


A line, or '* row of indefinite length is composed of ay 
infinite number of points; that infinite number being 
symbolised by the Sign со. In a flat ! pencil," €.0., ol 
light, there are c lines, and each line contains o» points, 
while each point in the plane lies on ono of thes 
lines Moh line in a plane cuts a fixed lino in on 
joint But this fixed lino is cut пб onch point by х 
ines, and contains œ points; hence there nro co? linos ina 
plano, A penoil in space contains as many lines as а plan 
contains points, and as many planes as a plane contain 
lines, for any plane cuts the pencil in a field of points and 
lines; therefore а pencil contains c? lines and œ? planos; 
therefore the репой and the field are of two dimensions, 


О. I find it much easier to say that a plane has length 
and breadth 
. W. Soitis, But that is a finite plano, and we nre reason 
ing about infinities, which is your province, Am I to go on! 

P. Yos; go on, though I oan attach no meaning to 
(infinity) 

К, You will likely attach less to what follows; and t 
relieve myself of responsibility, Т will quote from tho articl 
" Geometry," by Professor Henrici, Ph.D., LL.D., ER8 
in the ** Encyclopiedia. Britannican,” 

“ To count the number of points in space, we observe that 
each point lies on some line in a pencil, But tho pencil con 
tains x? lines, and each line © points; hence, space con 
tains o points Bach plane cuts any fixed plane in à 
lino, But a plane contains со? lines, and through each 
planes; therefore space contains оо" planes 

" Hence, space contains as many planes as points, but 
it eontains an infinite number of times more lines than 
points or planes, То count them, notico that every line outs 
a fixed plane in one point, But оо? lines pass through each 
point, and there are x * points in the plane. Hence there 
are x * lines in space Iho space of points and planes 18 0l 
three dimensions, but the of lines is of four 
dimensions," 

P. Great Heavens! I don’t understand a word of it 

Қ. Y don't understand much, I confess: I follow his 
reasoning, but cannot visualise the idea, Perhaps this four 
dimensional geometry is the geometry of the next state, — 

P. That restores the terror of death! I used to find 
Euclid bad enough 

E. Oh, well, vou need not learn it, you know For my 
own part if it is the geometry of the next state, I am quite 
content to leave it to them 

€. But what is the object of all this jargon 

К. The object is to show mathematically that there ar 
functions of space that we do not understand, You must 
remember that on these axioms there is built an actual 
science of Projective Geometry which gives correct solutions 

Differential and Integral 
infinity їп the diminishing 


pass a 


spaco 


to actual problems, just as the 
Calculus do, which deal with 
direction 

C. I feel like a fish out of water 


1 What! Among the infinities! And you a parson! 

€. Don't chatf. You don't mean to tell me that you 
understand this 

К. Frankly, I don’t, but Professor Henrici dot 
apparently It seems to me an attempt to bring within our 
finite faculties the concepts of infinity ind therefore 10 
involve an impossibility But I think I understand it 


better by referring the dimension not to space but (0 
substance Three-dimensional Matter we are all familiar 
with, though mathematically, the ‘ solid "" is only а shell 
limited by plane of no thickne Returning to the 
finite, however—pointa limit line lines limit planes, and 
planes limit ° solids,” but that says nothin ibout the 
interior of the ' solid," Аз the Ether permeates, and per 
haps composes, the atoms which form a material world 
(interiorly), it seems rational to think of the ther as 


fourth-dimensional substance; it being sub-stantial to solid 
form And os the spirits tell us that their bodies are of 
organised Ether, as ours ure of organised Matter, the soul 
body must be limited by fourth-dimensional conditions, whiek 
allow of action that instantaneous, but also makes 
Matter os intangible to them as Ether is to u 

P. That seems fairly intelligible, though of course it is 
not proof 

К. Certainly not; but it is explanat 
with the facts so far as we know them Now let me read you 
an alleged spirit-messaee from Allan. Kardec, Vol, П 
p. 277 (I translate the French freely): ‘ We communicate 
with incarnate spirits, as with spirits properly во called, by 
the simple radiation of our thought (Telepathy) Our 
thoughts do not need the garment of words to be under 
stood by spirits; they perceive the thought we desire to con 
vey by the mere fact that we direct our thoughts towards 


eems to u 


гу, and it agrees 
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Шош; and they can do this in proportion to their intellectual 
faculties—that is to say, such and such a thought can be 
understood according to their degree of attainment; whereas 
in the case of others, our thought, awaking no remembrance 
or knowledge, is not perceptible by them, 

“With a medium whose actual or latent intelligence is 

well-developed, our thought is communicated as by spirit to 
spirit, In this case we find in the brain of the medium the 
elementis necessary to give our thought the garment of 
words, . . ‘hab is why, however great the diversity of 
communicating spirits, the script obtained by а medium will 
always carry а stamp of form and colour peculiar to him- 
во! We are like a composer who has, it may be, а 
inno, a violin, a flute, a bassoon, or a penny whistle. 
With the three former the piece can be played so as to be 
very comprehensible to the hearers, but not so with the 
other two instruments," , ' With some, we have to 
decompose our thoughts and to proceed word by word and 
letter by letter, which is wearisome for us and a real 
obstaclo,"" 

0. What has this to do with the fourth dimension? 

H. Only this: that the power we call telepathy agrees 
With fourth-dimensional ideas, and is directly stated to be 
tho means of communication, 


ДА 
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(То be Continued.) 


THE L.S.A. MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND. 


Once more wo may refer to the scheme for establishing 
the London Spiritualist Alliance on a solid foundation by 
providing it with a house for use as a centre for its activities 
Which, with an adequate equipment, could be greatly ex- 
tended and efficiently carried out, One of the original con 
tributors to the fund, who gave us £250, indicated his desire 
that the sum of £10,000 should be the amount aimed at. So 
far we have collected towards this ideal sum the actual 
amount of £1,080. It may Бо useful now to give the names 
of the Council of the Alliance who are practically in the 
position of Trustees for the Mund; 


Henry Withall (Acting President and Treasurer), 
Ellis T Powell, LL.B., D.Se. (Vice-President), D. Rogers 
Hon. Secretary), Mrs. W. P. Browne, Mrs. Florenco М. 
Мау, David Gow, H. Ernest Hunt, Mrs, Catherine E. 
Luoking, W. R. Moores, 10. R. Serocold Skeels, H. Biden 
Bteolo, I’, W. Thurstan, M.A, 


Wo пто well aware of the fact that movements are on foot 
for the establishment of other and separate centres and 
institutes. We do not regard them as rivals—recognising 
as wo do the great variety of minds and the different degrees 
of interest and opinion which need to be catered for, Persons 
who are bent upon active publie propaganda may of course 
not find their ideas adequately met by an institution whose 
main object will be to form a centre for study and discussion 
and the provision of information and facilities for those 
Who, being attracted to the subject, require guidance and 
advice, But there is no reason why such an institution 
should not be able to co-operate with the more public forms 
of work to the common benefit. 

Tho Alliance has for a long time past been rendering much 
service outside of the strict lines of its regular duties, in 
assisting inquirers. The task of dealing with the multi- 
tudes of people who are not members or supporters, while a 
strain on our resources, is ample proof of the work which 
could be accomplished under better conditions. 


a*a It should be mentioned that a considerable number of 
members of the Alliance have not paid their subscriptions 
for the current year. We hope that they will continue their 
Support and send their subscriptions without further notice, 
as postal reminders, of course, entail trouble and expense, 


Момо awp тив Dyinc.—Mr. Joseph Clark, of Hind 
Hayes, 8.0., Somerset, writes: ‘° Can any of your readers 
tell me of any cases of music being heard by people whose 
friends or relatives were passing, or about to pass, from 
this life? I shall be obliged if those who know of any such 
cases would relate them through the pages of Lromr. 
—[,*, There are several cases recorded in the literature 
of Spiritualism, and we have heard of others from those who 
have had such experiences. But we are willing to publish 
any striking example in the knowledge of readers. ] 
Патап SerurTUALISTS' LycEUM UNroN.—We learn with 
t that Mr. Alfred Kitson has been compelled, owing to 
еа, to resign his position as president as from June 
next. Tho Lyceum movement in England was the outcome 
of the labours of Mr. Kitson, who has been one of the hardest 
in the cause for many years. We cordially concur 
the tribute to his work published in “ The Lyceum 

in which it is said, ** The Children's Movement 
to love, honour and depend upon him." Ні 
ful services to the Lyceum movement are worthy of the 
| commendation, and we are glad to learn that the 
ement Committee recommend that he be asked to con- 
hem as adviser to the Lyceum Union at a salary of 
а year. 
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GOVERNOR CURTIN’S SPIRIT MESSAGE. 
A ртргоматізт'в Story 


We are indebted for the following striking extract, 
relating an episode in the life of Sir Horace Rumbold, to 


Mrs, Louise Berens, who in an accompanying letter writes 

' Bir Horace regarded Spiritualism and mediumship from 
the ‘ all-humbug-and-rubbish’ standpoint. In the first 
volume of his reminiscences, describing the strange cosmo 


politan crowd collected at Baden-Baden, in 1856, he remarks, 
‘A face in the throng not to be forgotten tor its weird 
haunted look is that of Home, the Spiritualist, whose 
Startling impostures are just beginning to attract public 
notice, ete.’ It argues much for Spiritualism that 
Governor Curtin’s amazing experience penetrated (to a 


certain degree) Sir Horace Rumbold’s hide-bound con- 
Victions,”’ 
Irom “ Recollections of a Diplomatist," by Sir Horace 


Rumbold. 
In the course of this autumn and winter 
the American Minister, '* Governor 
his having administered the 
the Civil War. 


we saw much of 
Curtin, so called from 
great State of Pennsylvania all 


through Curtin was very friendly to 
England, and did us essential service in exposing the 
intrigues by which the Russian Minister at Washington 


endeavoured to frustrate our then pending negotiations with 
the United States Government for the settlement of the 
'* Alabama " and other claims. My chief recollection, how- 
ever, of the American diplomatist is in connection with a 
very different subject. There was just then in Petersburg 
Society a craze for table-turning, spirit-rapping, ete, Му 
little wife also amused herself trying her hand at planchette, 


and certainly the results she obtained quite puzzled me, 
knowing how incapable she was of deceit in the matter, 
One evening at the Curtins she was thus engaged, when 
Curtin, habitually the blandest of men, almost sternly 
requested her to desist from this amusement, which touched, 
he told her, upon questions much too serious to be trifled 
with. His earnestness so impressed me that I begged him 
to explain his objections, whereupon he related what follows. 
At the very eve of the great war he was hard at work one 
day in the Government offices at Philadelphia, when he was 
told that a person wished to speak to him on important 
business. Although very busy, he consented to see the 
applicant for a few minutes. The man ushered in was un- 
known to him and apparently in poor circumstances, while 
he evidently hailed from some Western State * Mr. 
Curtin," he said, “I have a very urgent message for you 


which I must put in writing." He forthwith sat down and 


began to scribble, Curtin watching him with feelings that 
turned to utter amazement when he recognised, in what 
flowed from the pen of this entire sti er, the un- 
mistakable handwriting of the mother he had lost not long 
before, and to whom he was devotedly attached Ihe 
message was not lengthy, but of so extraordinary a character 
that, when the writer had finished, Curtin asked what he 
could do for him, offering him money, or at any rate a free 
pass on the railway to take him to his distant home. The 
man thanked him, but declined any assistance, and repeated 
that he had simply been impelled to deliver the message in 
this form, Curtin remaining under the impression that he 
did not understand its import, and was mechanically 
under some mysterious influence. What he had thus written 
was a rough forecast of the chief events of the great contest 
which then had not yet broken out. Curtin was so struck 


by the circumstances, that he imparted them in confidence, 


at the time, to friends at Philadelphia who, with him, 
afterwards watched with intense interest the developments 
predicted in the message. The result of this incident, how- 
ever, was that, whenever he was in any doubt or difficulty, 


he resorted to the means so strangely indicated, and always 
received replies which he felt absolutely certain were in his 
mother's handwriting. That Mr. Curtin told me this 
singular story in perfect good faith I cannot for a moment 


doubt. 


THE DOCTRINE OF HELL-FIRE. 

With respect to Mr. Wake Cook and the abolition of the 
doctrine of hell-fire, I do not think it will be necessary for 
the Churches to sweep away the plain statements of the Bible, 
but only to read them with a little more intelligence. It is 
definitely stated in both Old and New Testaments that Hell 
and Hades do exist, and that bad people go there, but I never 
could find any reason for the idea that they remained there 
The ‘ fire is not quenched,’ but the spirits pass through and 
on. Indeed, there seem to be many hells, and some Easterns 
hold that this world is one, It might be, in times of war. 
With regard to remarks on the disappearance of the Devil 
also, may I remind your readers.of a quotation from ** Alton 
Locke ** And sae the Deevil's deid," said Sandy. “ВВ, 
puir Nickie! and a’ body pitting his ain sins on Nickie's 
shoulders!  Aiblins he's but. shammin'." 

** When pleasant days came on apace, 
And showers began to fa' 
John Barleycorn rose up again, 
кї] 


And ваїг surprised them a’. 
KATHERINE St. Нил. 
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, М.С. 1, 


The Alliance possesses the largest Library in existence of occult, 
mystical, and psychical books. Members’ annual subscription £1 1s. 


For prospectus, &c., apply to the 
Secretary 


syllabus of meetings, ciasses, 


COUNTING THE COST. 


Малу years ago—more than we care to remember 2 
1 enthusiastic man discovered that he had the 

gift of magnetic healing. The thing so strange and 

wonderful that be decided that his powers must 
be at once placed at the service of the community. Be- 
hold him then afterwards making public 

announcement of his ability to heal all and sundry, and 

taking for the scene of his operations a London mews, 

where, in the open air, he offered to magnetise any 
patients who presented themselves. After which, as 
the late ‘‘ M.A. (Oxon.) " would have said, solvuntur 
risu tabule—tne proceedings were dissolved in laughter 
and cat-calis. 


was 
(to nim 


shortly 


The moral of the story is quite a personal one ; it does 
not reflect in any way upon the reality of psycho- 
therapeutics. Our Don Quixote of the magnetic heal- 
ing adventure retired from the contest surprised and 
hurt. He had not counted the cost, or taken care to 
ascertain the risks he ran. Like Moses, in the “‘ Vicar 
of Wakefield,” he should have '' known his company.’ 
But the results, although bad for him, must have left 
some small residuum of good. Не had, in his own 
way, broken down some prejudices, however slightly, 
made one or two people think, and paved the way for 
future adventurers, as did Jonas Hanway when he 
hoisted the first umbrella. 

There is, to the credit of humanity, a long roll of 
men who have sacrificed themselves for the benefit of 
their fellows. We may instance—although it is not 
the best example—the exploit of Winkelried, the Swiss 
patriot, at the battle of Sempach, when his comrades 
tried in vain to penetrate the dense mass of steel repre- 
sented by the spears of the Austrians. We remember 
how Winkelried yrasped as many of the spears as he 
could and bore them to the ground, thus making a path 
for his companions over his mangled body. Here was 
а man who “ counted the cost," who met the con- 
sequence of his adventure with his eyes open. 

Nowadays there are few of us who are liable to 
rush into adventures of the end of whieh we have not 
some knowledge; derived from observing the experience 
of others in the past, our heroes and pioneers who, hev- 
ing counted the cost, went, figuratively speaking, to the 
pillory or stake for love of what they believed to be the 
truth. There are still some splendid examples of this 
spirit amongst us to-day. It із not necessary to mention 
their names, they are known to all of us. To say that 
they have not to face such ordeals as were endured by 
their exemplars of thirty or forty years ago is not to de- 
tract from their merits, as they themselves would be the 
first toadmit. The opposition to-day is not so formidable or 
80 numerous as it was in the past. Its power has dwindled 
tremendously, but it is still able to look very menacing, 
making up in malice what it lacks in strength. Truth 
to tell, there is reason to believe that it has begun to 
suspect its weakness. То borrow a metaphor from the 
card-table (if one may do so without offence), it fears 
that all ite skill will not avail it against the '' hands ”' 
held һу ite antagonists. Certain easy triumphs do not 
tend altogether to cornplete assurance of the final result 
“ when the game ix played out.” 

In the old days the subject of psychic evidences was 
one for laughter. ‘The public '' laughed consumedly "'; 
there were guffaws all round. We do not see во much 
of this laughter to-day— indeed, we see hardly any of it. 
But we do see a larger amount of bewilderment, annoy- 
ance, indignation, and a still larger measure of serious, 
even anxious, inquiry. A great many people want to 
know the truth. For every single enquirer forty years 
ago there are a thousand to-day. 

Even as we write there enters to us an old acquaint- 
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ance—a gentleman who was concerned in the conjurir 
entertainments of the early 'seventies, designed to proy, 
that physical phenomena are fraudulent He found oy 
the truth of the matter for himself, and can now testit 
to it. But we 
for the present 


feel we have heard enough of the matte 
It is an unseemly wrangling over а 
aspect of the subject which is quite rudimentary | 
belongs to physies and is designed entirely for the ben 
fit of those minds whose prejudices can be broken dow 
It isa 


matter for serious, scientific study, experiment and re 
cord, and not for popular demonstration conducted in 
haphazard, sensational manner by those who are in 
acquainted with the most elementary principles of th, 
inquiry, or who, being made acquainted, find it to their 
interest not to observe them. 

Here again it is a question of counting the cost. W 
do not countenance these chance-medley ''popular" in. 
vestigations They The investigation 
should be conducted with at least as much care as the 
trial of any invention for commercial uses. 
the long run, the ** costs and damages '' consequent ш 
hasty, foolish, and insincere investigations will fall upm 
those who promote and countenance them, and wil 
not injure us It is they, also, who should count the 
cost. We may have to discharge a small debt in the 
present in the way of `“ moral and intellectual damage,” 
but the bill, in the end, will be a long and heavy one, 
and it will not have to be settled by Spiritualists. 


only along lines of physical demonstration. 


are too costly. 


Of course, in 


"PSYCHIC SCIENCE, THE PRESS, AND THE 
PUBLIC." 


(From Six М№плллм Е. Barrer, F.R.S.) 


To the Editor of LIGHT. 
Sir,— 

Allow ше to thank you for your excellent article m 
last week's Тлант on ‘ Psychic Science, the Press and 
the Publie." The ‘< Daily Express ’’ inquiry into the 
phenomena of Spiritualism was, of course, foredoomed 
to failure. The methods of journalism are not the 
methods of science. "The only useful fact in the '' Daily 
Express ’’ enterprise is the testimony it affords to the 
widespread and growing interest in psychical research 
in general, and Spiritualism in particular. The subject 
evidently pays, from a journalistic point of view. But 
how could any but an inconclusive result follow from 
the conditions of this experiment—a crowded, noisy 
room, a very mixed company, and absolute darkness? 

As you rightly say, “ the question is not to be decided 
by a general inquisition of newspapers, or a whole uni- 
verse of conjuring entertainments. It can only be 
settled by-serious and scientific study and experiment, 
by people who are willing to abide by the logic of facts.” 

It is to be regretted that any who have psychic gifts 
lend themselves to advertisement by the newspapers. 
The brothers Thomas are doubtless sincere, and you ex- 
press no doubt of the reality of Mr. Will Thomas's 
mediumship. This being so, might I suggest that they 
should ask such a competent and sympathetic investiga- 


tor as Mr. W. W. Baggs 


РБ 


ally to conduct a series of private 
sittings to test their super-normal powers? 

The Society for Psychical Research has special funds 
for research, and a few pounds from this fund could 
not be better employed than in asking, say, Mr. Bag 
gally to make this enquiry. 


Yours, ete., 
W. 


BARRETT. 


“HOW TO LET THE WORLD KNOW.” 
This will he the title of the address to be delivered by 
Mr. Н, W. Engholm at the social meeting of the L.S.A. to 
be held at 6, Queen Square, at 7 o'clock on Thursday, April 
10th, following the lecture by Dr. W. J. Vanstone at 5. Mr 
Engholm, who is а gentleman of long and wide experience in 
publicity work in connection with journalistic and other enter 
prises, will, we understand, have some striking ideas to 
express, and we hope that all who are interested in the 
promotion of our work will attend and support him 
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A SCIENTIFIC CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
Bx Н, А. Darras. 


One of the signs that France is gradually returning to 
normal conditions is the re-appearance ol ‘Annales des 
Sciences Psychiques." We welcome it again, and con 
gratulate its able editor on the very interesting issue which 
reached us last month. ‘The first article is of such impor- 
tance that a summary and partial translation is desirable, 
so that readers of Јлонт may be aware of the 
reached by Dr. Gustave Geley as the result of his prolonged 
experiences with the medium, Куа C., who, it will be 
remembered, has been under the careful supervision of Mme 
Juliette Alexandre Bisson, and has been the subject of close 
scientific scrutiny for several years. Prof Schrenck 
Nützing's book has helped to make her phenomena widely 
known, The value of this particular article is not so much 
because it adds yet another testimony to the genuineness of 
these phenomena (which for fair-minded students are already 
proven through many past experiments with materialisation 
mediums) but its value lies mainly in the tremendous con- 
clusions to which Dr. Geley has been led, and which he affirms 
with absolute conviction and deliberation. At 

his interesting paper he says: 


conclusions 


the close of 


“All this proves to us, and one may henceforth affirm 
this Without reserve, that in the individual being there is 
something quite different from a congeries of cells; as there is 
in the universe something quite different from an aggregate 
of atoms. 


Those who may be repelled by the rather grotesque photo- 
fom reproduced with this article, and who, like Miss 
«еп Mathers (whose interesting article appeared in Lian 
of February 22nd) hold “ in holy horror " all such pheno- 
mena as “ materialisations," would be wise to suspend their 
judgment in view of the great revolution which the study 
of these phenomena is effecting in the philosophy of men 
of science. It is no small thing to assert, as Dr. Geley 
does, that these experimental facts necessitate “ the 
[ш overthrow of materialistic physiology " and that the 
ature philosophy of science will be idealistic. Let us now 
consider the line of thought pursued by Dr. Geley in this 
article, 

He begins by saying that when we speak of “ supra- 
normal" and “ supernatural” phenomena we use these 
terms only because we are ignorant of the laws which govern 
and control living creatures. If we could solve the mystery 
of normal life we should find in that the solution of what 
we M supernormal phenomena. "The physiology of the 
normal js à mystery, and it is only because the average 
human mind imagines that it understands experiences which 
are familiar that we fail to realise how miraculous are 
normal life and reproductive processes. He says: 


“Normal physiology and supra-normal physiology аге 
equally mysterious; we are not faced with two problems, 
requiring two different solutions, but with one and the same 
problem—the problem of life. 

“ Tf the dividual being is regarded as nothing more than 
a congeries of cells the double problem is insoluble. The 
mystery becomes clearer only if we admit that over and 
above the changes, the organic and physiological modifica- 
tions, the revolutions in the chemical balance of life, there 
exists a dominating factor, the dominating 
(directrice) of a superior dynamic force." 

He illustrates this statement by reference to the meta- 
morphoses in insect life :- 

"In the protecting envelope of the chrysalis which 
shelters the animal from disturbing exterior influences and 
from the light, a strange elaboration occurs which singularly 
reminds us of that which I am about to describe [e.g., 
materialisation phenomena] in what is called supra-normal 

hysiology. The body of the insect dematerialises. It dis- 
ntegrates, melts into a kind of uniform jelly, a uniform 
amorphous substance, in which all organic or specific dis- 
tinctions disappear. ‘There is по muscular, vascular, 
visceral, or nervous substance. . there is merely sub- 
stance; essential substance, the basis of life. Then, very 
rapidly, the substance begins to organise itself and a fresh 
materialisation is effected from it. ‘The adult animal is con- 
stituted in quite a different form from the primitive 
larva." 


Dr. Geley then affirms that, having many times witnessed 
the whole process of ° supra-normal " materialisation with 
the medium Eva, and having seen and touched, and con- 
firmed the witness of his senses by registering instruments 
and by photography, he has no longer any doubt of the 
genuine reality of the experience. He adds that the 
medium has always shown in his presence absolute honesty. 
He continues : — 

“The phenomena may be summarised thus: From the 
bey ot the medium issues—exteriorises itself—a substance 

"nt first is amorphous or polymorphous. This sub- 
stance various forms.” 


‘om his experiences Dr, Geley draws these important 
س‎ 


com- 


guidance 


biological processes ТУРУ to the conclusion 
being is essentially constituted out of a 


model, matter, giving to matter it 
In this discovery materialistic 


product of the same biological proce 


of the fectus and which forms 
the hands, face or entire organism 


which I firmly 
there will still be large room for hypothe 
at least will be established by indisputable 
seems to me—t'iat is, that the 
the universe and of the individual is false 
be reconciled with our present biological knowledge 


tested Houdini's powers, do I 
methods? Му reply 1 
methods are often detrimental to succe 


very little investig 
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primordial unique substance of which the organic forma- 


tions are simply representations.” The essential unity of 
organic substance is thus the first term of the problem of 
biolo 

fhe second term is found in the necessity of admitting 
the cristence of a super dynamic organising, centralising 
and directii 

* ‘The necessity of this conception is the result of all our 

physiolo : now 

Phere is a third term, the most important the 
dynamic directing (rce is itself obedient to a directing idea 
This directing idea (idée direct ) ind in all biological 
creation it ve an aim—the directing idea does 
not always fully achieve it in Ihe result of its activity 
is often imperfect but whether it succeeds or not we 
find the directing idea al present 

Dr. Geley adds that the term idéoplastie ” (i.e., living 

matter modelled by an idea) 1з the most suitable term by 
which to denote the proc« i 

Ihe notion of idéoplastie which the facts compel us to 
adopt is of capital importance ideas are no longer depen 
dent, a product of matter On the contrary, it is ideas that 


form and attribute "A 
physiology is totally upset. 


Ihe materialised forms in mediumistic séances are the 


as generat:on They 
are neither more nor less miraculous, neither more ror less 
supernormal, or, if you like, they are equally во; It is the 
same ideoplastic miracle which forms from the material body 
hands, face, viscera and all the tissues, the whole o-ganism 


out of the body of the medium 
of a materialisation 


philosophy of the future, 
believe will be the science of 


* Doubtless in the idealistic 


to-morrow, 
ses; but oae thing 
evidence, as it 
materialistic conception of 


It cannot 


HOUDINI—MEDIUM OR CONJURER ? 


From Mr. J. Hewat McKenzie: 


Your correspondent, Н. W. E., asks on page 88 how I 


imply that I did so by S.P.R 
emphatically ** No Ihe S.P.R 
, rather than other 
wise, and with one or two exceptions the Society has done 
ution with physical mediums Sir A 
Conan Doyle, who has been an S.P.K. member for thirty 
years, is reported to have stated recently in the public 
Press, that и he had “ had anyone to show him the way 
he could have arrived at the knowledge of spirit inter- 
course in thirty weeks instead of thirty years.” We 
scarcely want or need to adopt S.P.R. methods at this stage 
of progress. 


, 


My investigations with Houdini were made on the public 
platform, and not as a member of the audience I handled 
his implements and submitted him to the same tests as any 
genuine medium allows If I had, however, tested Houdini 
in my own rooms, the sceptic would be the first to refuse to 
believe that this private performance was th« 
public, 


Н. W. E. “ The conjurer and his friend, Mr 
Hereward Carrington, disclaim the employment of psychic 
methods.” Houdini has nowhere to my knowledge 
such claim, but as a matter of fact 
United States that some of his 
by me (as the author of 
achieved by psychic power. 

I am aware that H. W. E. knows much about the possi- 
bilities of the cinematograph, but the photo- 
graphing of dematerialisation within a closed metal tank 
is but a waste of your valuable space. 

I have never claimed that all the demonstrations by 
Houdini were accomplished by supernormal means. It is 
this mixture of the real and the imitation so frequently 
practised by professional physical mediums that causes so 
much trouble to the inexperienced psychic investigator, and 
it would be well if this were more generally known. 


ame ав the 


also ваув, 


| made any 
has advertised in the 
manifestations are claimed 
* Spirit 


to discuss 


Miss Linv-av-Hacesy AT BmrGnTON.— Speaking at the 
Athenwum Hall, on Sunday last, Miss Lind-af-Hageby de 
scribed Spiritualism as the link between Science and Re- 
ligion. It led Science, which had hitherto concerned itself 
with matter, to a consideration of the subtler forces which be- 
longed to the mental and spiritual realms. The first thought 
of the ordinary person was communication with the dead, 
but it was a far larger question than this, important as 
spirit-communication was. It was a matter of realising the 
spiritual nature of the Universe, that we are all spirits here 
and now. She was convinced that Spiritualism had a great 
message for humanity, throwing new light on its origin, its 
career, and its eternal destiny. 


* Dr. Geley regards the discovery. made through these 
experiments as '* one of the greatest discoveries in biology.” 


Intercourse ") to Бе 
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton announce as ready shortly 
a new book by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle — ‘‘ The Vital 
Message ’’—a companion volume to “ The New Revelation. 


* * * 


Е It is announced that a volume of reminiscences by the late 
Madame Liza Lehmann, who, it will be remembered, was a 
member of the Alliance, will be published later in the year 
by Mr. Fisher Unwin. 


* * B 


The “ Daily-Express " corrects the statement which we 
quoted from the “ Sunday Express” last week that Sir 
Henry Lunn will devote his energies to propagating Spirit- 
ualism. It appears that he is speaking against it. 


* * * 


The last issue of “ The Two Worlds " (the 21st inst.) 
marks the commencement of the editorship of Mr. Ernest 
Walter Oaten. We cordially congratulate him on his lead- 
ing article, “ Our Task,” which is filled with a fine quality of 
sincerity, vigour and insight. It augurs well for his future 
conduct of the paper. 


» » * 


Many of us have read with admiration the work of Mr. 
J. L. Garvin, editor of the '* Observer," whose articles in that 
journal are marked by a deep insight and a spiritual quality 
that lifts them far above the level of ordinary journalism 
whatever its merely literary merits. Mr. Garvin is clearly 
2 Seer, and we need seers very much in these transition times. 
Vision is, unhappily, a rare quality. Let us hope that it 
will grow more abundant, since ‘‘ where there is no vision the 
people perish.” 


» * * 


From a letter received from Mr. James Coates, forn.erly 
of Rothesay, and author of “ Photographing the Invisible ” 
and other well-known books, we learn that he has been making 
an extended tour, in the course of which he has addressed 
meetings and attended private gatherings in Birmingham, 
Liverpool, Glasgow, Beltast and Edinburgh. He hopes to 
visit London and Brighton during April and May and give 
lectures on '' Psychic Photography," with lime-light illus- 
trations. One lecture will be given to a London Camera Club 
affiliated to the Royal Photographic Society. Mr. Coates’s 
address to which letters for him should be forwarded is 
“ Jesmond, New Balderton, Newark-on-Trent. 


The mass meeting at the Royal Albert Hall, under the 
auspices of the Spiritualist National Union, will take the 
form of a national memorial service for the fallen in the war. 
It will be held on Sunday, April 27th, at 7.30 p.m. Amongst 
the speakers will be Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Dr. Ellis Т. 
Powell and Mr. Е W. Oaten. Тһе reserved seats (numbered) 
will be 10s. 6d. and 5s.; the unreserved, 2s. 6d. and 1s. 
Tickets can be obtained from all Spiritualist organisations in 
London; the London Spiritualist Mission, 13b, Pembridge 
Place, Bayswater, W.; Messrs. Keith, Prowse and Co.; the 
ticket office, Royal Albert Hall; or by post from Mr. Charles 
J. Williams, 115, Tanner’s Hill, Г tford, 8.1.8. 


Several letters on the subject of ** Astral Journeys ” have 
appeared in the “ Daily Mail." Опе of the best is by a 
writer signing himself ** Viator," who tells of occasions on 
which he was apparently seen at places distant from where he 
actually was. ‘ Some years ago my brother and his little 
boy were quite certain they had both seen me and spoken to 
me at Warl’s Court Exhibition. . . I was miles away from 
Warl’s Court at the time," This kind of thing has happened 
so frequently and in such circumstances—as for instance when 
his ** double " was seen carrying a parcel, he himself being 
engaged in preparing a parcel to carry to the person who 
валу him—that һе is apparently much impressed, It is not 
to be explained by '* coincidences,” 


* * * 


“ Viator " ів naturally puzzled. Let him be re-assured, 
Many people have recorded similar experiences. These 
things are doubtless the result of thought projections 
(usually unconscious). They may take the form of sounds 
us well as visual apparitions. Andrew Lang, for instance, 
tells of “The Grocer’s Cough,’’ in which a cough was 
frequently heard at the door of a house not long before the 
arrival of a ргосег whose cough was habitual and recognis- 
able. A family known to us often hears the latch key turn 
in the lock and the door open shortly before the return of 
the head of the house in the evening. The real sound is 
preceded by a phantom one, which is yet so like the reality 
that even the domestic animals seem to perceive it. 


Under the heading, “ I Talk to Ghosts,"  Zonke " writes 
in the ** Daily Mail " of the 21st inst. describing herself as 
the person who advertised in the “ Times " lately offering 
assistance to persons who have “ haunted, disturbed or per- 


sistently unlucky houses.” Zonke states that sho has “sw 
or talked to lots of ghosts," and it appears that j 
is possessed of clairvoyant and clairaudient powers, “Wh 
one takes up the subject seriously, ghosts as ghosts be 

merged in influences," she writes, and adds, with. 

truth, ‘‘ the influences of the dead may be present as adj 
spirit “ influences," There is certainly scope for Zonk 
powers. The last haunted house to which our attentiony 
invited was a soldiers’ sanatorium, where the Tommies y, 
quently saw and heard strange manifestations, some remy 
ably objective. It was not merely the evidence of i 
soldiers (** what the soldier said, ete. ’’), but of nurse д, 
others that lent this case its importance. 


THE “MASKED MEDIUM." 


The ** Daily Express,” having offered '* £500 for a ghoy 


has discovered a ‘‘ masked medium ’’—a mysterious lady y| 
has magnanimously refused the reward and is reported | 
have ‘ raised a spirit." We don't know what that шеш 


but it appears to have raised the spirits of the new 
in question. Its special correspondent attended a stay 
with the ‘‘ masked medium ”’ and related that she “ open 
the proceedings, informally, with a mental, or, as oth 
spiritualists term it, an intellectual manifestation." (} 
they?) The “intellectual manifestation °’ consisted, inl; 
alia, of telling him he had three pennies in his overt 
pocket—he says he was not aware of the fact. Al 
gave the correct date of each coin. After this she “ raisd 
а spirit which resembled an aged woman in а shaw). Atik 
end of the séance there were found on the medium’s ly 
** numerous sweet-smelling violets scattered about." It my 
be all right, but at present we don't know what to thinkj 
it, being reluctantly forced into retaliating upon our оп 
some of the ineredulity with which they regard us. Wea 
not impressed with the type of investigator who writes 
* raising " or “ calling up " spirits, and who behaves i 
wards discarnate men and women as though they were asi 
of oddities unworthy of the slightest respect or consideratis 
If the investigator questions our idea of the true natured 
spirits, we can only ask him to hold his judgment in suspen 
and give them the benefit of the doubt—a small concessio 
costing nothing. It would even he showing a little courte 
towards those who believe in the reality of spirits. But pe 
haps that is too much to expect. Still, it would not impr 
the value of the advertisement. 


“DAGONET” AND THE “ARTHURIAN LEGEND 

Writing in the “ Referee ” of the 23rd inst., “ Dagoni 
says :—- 

My friend, Mr. David Gow, the editor of Ілон i 
journal of Psychical, Occult and Mystical Research, write 
me, “Т note your remarks in reply to Sir Arthur бош 
Doyle. I suppose the real reason of the ‘ present disi 
tents’ is that we insist that facts to be credible and шй 
ought to take a certain shape or conform to our ideas of bir 
they should present themselves. This, so far, they hm 
resolutely refused to do, except in a few instances of peri 
ent and scientific inquiry, like that of Dr. Crawford, of I 
fast, for example, who found evidence of spirit agency i 
said so. As an old inquirer, I have found that the всједій 
method requires us to accept the physical facts, however IF 
couth and opposed to our preconceptions, and see what thf 
lead to in conjunction with other lines of enquiry—tj 
mental and psychological." 


To CERTAIN CORRESPONDENTS. — Communications Їй 
writers who give neither name nor address are useless to t 

ANNIVERSARY OF MODERN SrrnrrUALISM.— The Marylebott 
Spiritualist Association will hold a special service at 6 80р 
next Sunday, the 30th inst., at Steinway Hall, when Mr 
E. A. Cannock will give an address and clairvoyant dest 
tions, 

(THE Uses or PsvouoMETRY: A SIRIKING Casr—Mt 
Harry Fielder, of Pimlico-road, S. W., reports an illustratit 
of the genuineness and value of the psychometric gift, M 
states that the eldest daughter of the engineer under who? 
he has been working for many years past had been missini 
from her home ever since the 18th ult, and no trace coll 
be found of her. Recently Mr. Fielder called at the hou 
borrowed a pair of gloves which had been worn by № 
young woman and took them, enclosed in an envelope, tot 
lady psychometrist, Mrs. Graddon Kent. Before the glor 
were taken out she correctly stated what colour they wet 
Next, touching the empty envelope, she gave an accurilt 
description of their former owner, adding that sho had be! 
to Victoria Station and other places, that she was drownt 
in the Thames, and that confirmation of the fact wol 
speedily follow. These statements wero all verified, At th 
inquest on the recovered remains, reported in the еуелій 
papers of the 14th inst., it was clear Бот the evidence thi! 
the poor girl had thrown herself into the river while sulle’ 
ing from great mental distress caused by bereavement st 
sickness in the family. 
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MEDIUMSHIP AND ITS CRITICS. 
ADDRESS BY THE Алиев On “І HEARD a VOICE,” 


At the social gathering of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance held on Thursday, the 13th inst., of which a brief 
account was given in our last issue, the author of “ I Heard 
a Voice” (““ A King's Counsel ’’), addressing the company, 
sad that he felt some natural hesitation in speaking to a 
body of persons who were probably all experts on the subject 
of psychical investigation. 

About four years ago he had been present at a meeting 
at which a man had publicly stated that he was in com- 
munication with a friend who had been killed in the war. 
"I remember," proceeded the speaker, “ that the state- 
ment was received with a suppressed titter all round the 
room, I did not feel particularly amused myself; but at the 
same time I thought that the man who made such a state- 
ment was under a delusion. Tt is not more than three years 
ago that I obtained any proof which satisfied me of the 
genuineness of spirit intercourse, and the evidence which 
came to me came apparently as an accident. It was a com- 
plete surprise to me to find that my two daughters, of whom 
one was eleven years of age, and the other three years older, 
were extraordinarily good mediums.” 

Proceeding, the speaker related how the discovery had 
been brought about by the use of the planchette, which the 
children were using as a toy. After a time evidential 
messages began to come through, as related in his book. 
Both mediums remained perfectly normal, and the experi- 
ments appeared to have no more effect upon them than the 
witing of an ordinary letter. There was a rapid and 
remarkable increase in their mediumship after the first 
communications. He did not accept the genuineness of the 
results until he had demanded and obtained conclusive 
proofs. In the course of time the planchette was discarded, 
and both wrote with pencil on paper in the ordinary way, 
except that the nature of the communications was far 
beyond their normal powers. It was not within the power 
of the children, or indeed even of their parents to write 
sich poems as were given in this fashion—it was poetry of 
high quality. Drawing and painting were added to writing. 
Communications were also received giving information un- 
known to any of them, but afterwards verified. Much 
valuable teaching was also received, and “ A King’s 
Counsel” at this point described the receipt of passages in 
Greek, notwithstanding that the medium did not know a 
single Greek character and that he himself had forgotten his 
Greek. The lecturer laid stress on the argument that a single 
genuine communication from the spirit world was sufficient 
to overthrow the whole case of the anti-Spiritualists, who 
contended that all such communication was impossible. 
There was no reasonable explanation of the Greek writings 
inquestion except that they were direct spirit messages. 

ЧА King’s Counsel " then passed to a consideration of 
the utility of mediumship and psychic communications, as 
exemplified in the thousands of helpful and stimulating com- 
munications he had received. It had abolished for him and 
his family any fear of death, and had enabled them to be 
the means of consoling various friends and corres- 

ndents suffering the pangs of bereavement. They 

arned that their departed friends still lived and watched 

over them with solicitude. In one message, received from 
û young officer killed in the war, were the words '' I try to 
put good thoughts into your hearts and am grieved when 
you do not listen." The teachings given proved the main 
principles of religion, and proved to demonstration that 
cardinal principle of religion that there is a future life, 

After some further observations on the subject of the 
reality and benefits of spirit intercourse the speaker referred 
to the attitude of the Press, which in some cases took the 
form of hostile criticism. One particular journal—a Sunday 
paper—was conspicuous by pouring on the subject columns 
of scurrilous abuse. It coupled Spiritualism with Bolshevism, 
referred to “its pernicious appeals," and found its ten- 
denoies “ dangerous to the national well-being,’ and capable 
of “leading through mental suffering to insanity and 
death.”  (Laughter.) These were strange statements to 
make of a movement which had relieved so many thousands 
of mental suffering, and which had convinced its adherents 
that there is no death. 

With the keen analytical skill of the trained lawyer, the 
speaker dissected the article, exposing the hollowness of its 
argument and the confused mental condition of its writer, 

was shown to be clearly obsessed with the reality of 
rand tlie tomb, a theme on which he continually harped. 
“Mie Veil" he wrote, “is thick and impenetrable.” No 
doubt, said the speaker, it was—to him. (Laughter.) 
' The silence of the tomb is not to be broken; the secrets of 
Afterlife are not for our “Tt is 
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the author of this balderdash became apparently nervous at 
this point—perhaps fearing he had gone too far, and having 
the law of libel before his eyes, for immediately afterwards 
he writes, “ It is not necessary to question the purity of 
their motives!’ That was to say they were first charged with 
to deceive 


а conspiracy and then told that their motives 
were pure. (Great laughter.) 

The speaker, alluding to several references in the article 
remarked that the writer was indignant with those who dis- 
turbed the silence of the tomb, evidently requiring the quiet 
enjoyment of one for himself! 


The final passage which excited “А King's Counsel’s " 


caustic criticism was the following: “То pretend to seek to 
roll away the stone, and to reveal not only the habitations 
of the dead but their lives and their thoughts is to play the 
part of the ravisher of the tomb So then the crime was to 
pretend to scek and not to seek to roll away the stone 
(Laughter.) Apparently, also, it was not wrong to reveal 
what the habitations of the spirits are like, but it was wicked 
to inquire into the lives they lived or the thoughts they 
entertained. (Renewed laughter.) / 

After some further remarks on the absurdities of the 
article, “А King's Counsel " commented severely on the 
ignorant and barbarous legislation represented by the 


Witcheraft and Vagrancy Acts, the provisions of which he 
analysed carefully As to the first-named Act, its absurdities 
made it improbable that it. would ever be set in operation, but 


it was still on the Statute Book, and was a blot upon 
English law. Аз to the Vagrancy Act, in his opinion the 
essence of the clause used in the prosecution of mediums 


was contained in the words “ with intent to deceive and 
impose.’ The intention to deceive should clearly be 
proved, but as the average magistrate knew nothing at all 
about psychic science, he apparently held that as spirit-cem 
munication is impossible, the strong presumption is that any 
person claiming to be a medium must be fraudulent That 
was their position in the present era of civilisation, and it 
was a disgrace to the State 

After the address, which was listened to with keen 
interest, the chairman, Mr. H. Withall, expressed the thanks 
of the audience to the speaker. In his opinion such articles 


as that which their lecturer had scarified did them no great 
harm. The intelligent readers of it that it an 
exaggerated statement conflicting with much that v had 


saw 


heard or read on the other side, and they were consequently 
induced to inquire into the matter for the ‹ Allud 
to the various meetings of the Alliance, } ppealed 
larger spirit of fellowship and mutual helpfulness amongst 


the members. But new-comers should not passively wait to 
be spoken to by the friends present, but 
known to those who could render then 
and who would only he too pleased to hav 
(Applause.) 


SIR REDVERS BULLER'S GHOST STORY. 

Under this title the * Evening Standard " of the 22nd 
gives the following: 

' Lady Ritchie's ghost story reminds Lady Redvers 
Buller of an incident in the life of her husband, Sir Redvers 
Buller. Some time after the Franco-German War of 1870 


she writes to the ‘ Spectator,’ Sir Redvers left England to 
visit the battlefields, and on arriving at the town of 
gave directions that his letters should not be forwarded, and 
started on his tour of inspection. After he had been away 
some days, he awoke suddenly one night, thinking he saw 
Lord Wolseley, and that he heard him say : * I wonder where 
that fellow Buller is. I can't think why he has not answered 
my letter.’ This so impressed him that he returned at once 
to the town of ‚ where he found a letter awaiting him 
from Lord Wolseley, saying that he must return to London 
immediately, as an expedition against the Ashantees was 
imminent,” 


“ COMMON-SENSE SPIRITUALISM”: A QUESTION. 

In his symposium (p. 82) Captain De Brath makes his 
Engineer speak of “А heaven and a hell which are all the 
more real for being created by statès of mind, not fixed 
localities. ' As Captain De Brath himself is evidently the Pn- 
gineer, I should like to ask him if he means that the ap- 
parently objective features of the spirit world exist only in the 
imagination of the spirit observing them, that they corres- 
pond with that particular spirit’s state of mind and keep 
changing as his state of mind changes. Does he mean that 
all those scenes which spirits describe have no locality, but 
that each spirit creates his own apparition of a landscape 
and carries about with him, as it were, a sort of dissolving 
view perpetually changing with his states of mind? T have 
often wondered what was the exact meaning of this theory. 
If Captain De Brath will develop his idea a little, I shall be 
very grateful. 

N. G. S. 


“© statesmen, guard us, guard the eye, the soul, 
Of Europe; keep our England whole." 
—TENNYSON, 


104 HIGHT. 


“THE LIGHT OF OTHER DAYS. 
REPRINTED FROM LIGHT ” or Mancn 30TH, 1559 
The Daily Telegrapt of March 16th, in its Londor 
Day by D ity in extreme 1 | һееп 
from time to time ervable и | ( In the reign of 
Charles II. there w at Manchester a small boy ed 
three, whose parents were exceedin anxious that he should 
be presented to his Majesty on the ground that the bantling 
could speak Latin, Greek and Hebrew without even having 
been instructed in those tongue 
Spiritualism must not be judged by the eccentricities of 
some of its professo any more than by the revelations of 
the police-court, or in the fierce light of the recent 
exposure These are the accident n its present phase 
the inseparable accidents—of its existence. To regard them 


as in any way of the essence of the subject is the common 


blunder of the ignorant. Spiritualists who have penetrated 


below the repulsive exterior are not in danger of falling into 
such an error as to regard even the nomena of Spirit- 
ualism as any essential part of the s Гһеу are the 
porch, the ante-chamber through which most of us pass to 
the room in which we live in that great mansion which we 
inhabit. If we have been content to remain in the porch, we 
have not penetrated the mansion: if the phenomena that 
have attracted our attention still engage 1t exclusively, we 
cannot boast much of our knowledge. In my judgment the 
most encouraging sign of the times, amid much that must 
be admitted to be d raging, 18 that Spiritualists are 


n 
beginning to recognise th 


From Notes by the Way, by “М.А. (Oxon). 


"TONGUES OF FIRE": AN EXPERIENCE. 


{We receive the following from ‘ Sigma,” a clerical 
correspondent. It is a story which is not without a parallel 
in the experience of others. ] 

Can any of your readers suggest an explanation of the 
very strange experience which has recently been reported to 
me by a lady who is one of my oldest friends? I will tell 
the story in her own words: 

“Т was late in getting to bed, so it was somewhere 
between 12.15 and 12.30 when I blew out my candle (which 
was atenivelelt hand om № ме in front.of a-window-with 
curtains drawn tight): Before I had time to lie down, my 
head was surrounded with bricht flames, flickering and 
dancing round it, so that I really thought I had set fire to 
myself, and turned round quickly to see if the pillow was on 
fire. But no! the flames were lovely--quite harmless, but 
dancing and swooping round my head on the right hand side, 
lighting up the corner of the room with their brilliance. I 
can only compare them to some big birds, but with no form 
except wings that seemed to flash round and round me. I 
sat up in bed and watched them, with no feeling of fear 
or awe, but just praying that if Г was required to say or do 
anything, I might be guided to do so Nothing came 
through, however, and in about three or four minutes, 
perhaps—it might he less—the “ wings" gradually faded 
away, leaving me in perfect darkness The light could not 
have come from any outside cause, for the window by my 
bed was closely curtained, and the other window, whose 
curtains T pull hack every night, was so dark that I could 
not see its outline. I lay down and was some little time 
getting to sleep, for I could not help trying to think 
whether I should have done anything, but I was not a bit 
nervous about it, and slept quite well afterwards." 

I have perfect confidence in the veracity and good sense 
of my friend, and I give her narrative in the hope that it 
may prove less mystifying to some of your readers than it is 


to myself. 
SIGMA 


Dreams AND THE BSovr.—" Myself and Dreams," by Frank 
C. Constable, М.А. (Kegan Paul, 6s. 6d. net), covers much 
ground on subjects that many readers find of fascinating 
interest: Sleep, Dreams (waking and sleeping), Multiplex 
Personality, Hallucination and Illusion. the “ Realm of 
Faerie," Phantasy and Ecstasv. Mr. Constable is a dis- 
tinguished member of the S.P.R. and the author of some 
now well-known books, notably “ Personality and Telepathy " 
and * Telergy," In the first part of his present book (** My- 
self ") he follows closely the thinking of Kant and Spinoza, 
but in the second portion (“ Dreams "), he breaks new 
ground, Pressure of space does not permit us at the 
moment to give the work all the attention it deserves, but 
we may at least quote from his closing chapter, in which he 
states some conclusions: “ Transcendental Being we must 
leave as a fact of the incomprehensible, transcending thought, 
even insight. But for the transcendental subject—myself 
there can never be the’ accomplished: there is the accom- 
plishing in the Eternal: an eternal process in the transcend- 
ent of the accomplished in the accomplishing.’’ In short, 
End and Beginning are dreams,” 
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or the Development of the & 
Bell and Sons, Ltd 12s, 6d 

work of J 
humanit 


Ihe Ancient Road, 
by Frances Swiney (G 
This is described as à great and suggestive 
mination on the many contronting 


problem 
and, as might be expected, the author 


the present time 
writer on the Feminine aspects of life, give 
work rich in suggestion and wide in it urvey. Indeed 
its five hundred odd pages it covers a large area of stu 
medical, legal, mystical, psychical, philosophical they 
being discussed in its various chapters. It was perl 
natural that in such a work the consideration of the femin 
side of things should come to dwarf everything else, 1 
“ masculine phase " of life is treated rather 
something quite subsidiary and incidental to world-ey 
tion. “The male, as male, will disappear, having ser 
the purpose for which he was evolved," we are told in 
place. This is rather shocking to the philosophical obser 
who essays a balanced view: but doubtless man has dor 
great deal to deserve it! The book contains seventeen il 
trations in colour and black and white. It mingles qu 
tions and references to received authorities with much 
rived from purely occult sources, which may give the 
initiated reader a sense of incongruity jut however n 
one may disagree with some of its conclusions one mu 
admit its stimulating properties. Even its over emphasis 
certain ideas strikes us as a healthy reaction from the dise 
and misdirection of the time. So we must excuse the war 
of balance in the author's outlook. Logic as a masculi 
quality is naturally cast out 

* Elements of Success," by Lily L. Allen (Г. №. Fowle 
fs. net), is one of the James Allen Library series, and is my 
on the lines to which previous works of this authoress hay 
accustomed us. It is a book of counsel, admonition and sg 
gestion as to right living, garnished with many anecdote 
which latter indeed only preserve it froin being too didact 
to hold the attention of any but the most serious readen 
However, it strikes us as generally sound and true in 
teaching where it touches general principles. In details th 
writer may go a little astray—as, for example, in the stat 
ment that “ it is indolence that lies at the root of the шш 
system." No business man would accept that statementa 
a general truth, knowing that amongst the ‘ elements d 
success " in the ability of young ma 
to borrow capital to start themselves in business. The pra 
tice of borrowing in such cases is a fundamental part of th 
and is in no way indicative of ‘а cram 
These sweeping statements ari 
common fault of “ new thought " teachings, which shol 
be judged more by their tendencies. which are usual 
healthy, than by their literal applications, which are oftes 
faulty. 

“Tove’s Way.’ bv Orison Swett Marden (Rider 
4s. 6d. nef). is a work similarly didactic and anecdotal toth 
book previously noticed Love. and its moral. social, ment) 
and spiritual activities are its theme. and it is charged vill 
vital sincerity. Tt will have its message for many who wil 
respond to such anpeals far more readily than to teaching 
of a more nretentious order. 

“The City of Renown and Other Poems," by Charlott 
and Reginald Salwev (Heath Cranton. Ltd.: 2s. 6d. nd 
recalls the qualities of a poetry which we previously noted 
in reviewing “ Adoration and Other Poems " by the sam 
authors, some three years ago. "There is word music, felit: 
tous phrasing, and a sense of unseen presences which give th 
verses charm and suggestion. 

D.G 


as 1b we 


commerce is 


commer ial e, 
desire to 


+ „ 
at ease 


THE POSITION OF “LIGHT.” 


We dislike extremely to make appeals for the Sustenti 
tion Fund, bus it is to be remembered that Licur has, in the 
interests of its readers, steadily resisted the temptation to 
increase its price when most of the other journals did № 
The cost of producing it has grown tremendously, Th 
item of printing paper alone is several times as costly as № 
fore the war; we had once to pay ten times the old price 
We do our best to produce a journal that shall be of цв aî 
interest to our readers, and that is the utmost that in pre 
sent circumstances can be done. 


Courage and faith in the people will carry us further 
along the road to national happiness and prosperity than 
juny attempts to preserve the semblance of an order whith 
fi passed away -—“ Tae OBSERVER,” 

“THe Unpiscoverep COUNTRY,” а sequence of spiri 
messages, describing death and the after-world, by Mr 
Harold Bayley, with an introduction by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle (Cassell and Co.. 68.), is an excellent rebuttal of the 
statement continually made by the ignorant as to the tri 
viality of all psvehie communications. The book cannot № 
too widely known, and it is to be honed that all those wh 
desire to reply to the accusation will bring it under the 
attention of such critics. It brings into portable compas 
many passages trom amongst the best communications “ from 
the other side," It can he obtained from the L.S.A, Library 
or purchased at Тлент Office. post free, at 6s, 6d ‘ 
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ма notices are confined tol announcements of meetings оп the comin Its History, Phenomena and Doctrine. 


unday, with the addition only of other, engagements in the same 
week. They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (including th 


name of the society) and 8d. for every additional line. By J. ARTHUR HILL. E 
1 | 
Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour-strect, W.1.—6.30, Mrs. This volume gives, in condensed but readable and popular 
E. A. Cannock. April 6th, Rev. Susanna Harris m a survey of the whole subject of “S tualis d t1 
The London Spiritual Mission, 18, Pembridge-place, W.2. уж. sedeo Pe M ES iy edt анаа 
—11, Mr. Percy Street; 6.30, Mr. Percy Street Monday, Psychical Research It will be invaluable to those readers h 
March 3186, 3.30, Mr. А. V. Peters, clairvoyance. Wednes- | who have по time to study the extensive literature of the 
day, April 2nd, 7.30, Mr. Robert King. subject, and those who do wish to read further will find here » 
Harrow and Wealdstone. Gayton Rooms, Station-road, a safe guide to all that is best. And the book will be inte- | 
АНИ 6.30, Mrs. Edith Marriott. * resting not least to those already acquainted witb psychical | 
xU н t. High-street.—11, Mr. P. Scholey; 6.30, things, for the author deals with the matter in the light of 
Walthamstow. 342 Hoe-street.—7:-Mr. Sarfas. address his own first-hand experiences, which have extended over Я 
and clairvoyance, April 3rd, 7.30, Mrs. Jamrach many years; and on the literary and controversial side his ai 
Lewisham.—T he. Priory, High-street.—6.30, Mrs. A. Bcd- treatment of materialistic and Roman Catholic criticisms is a 
dington. piece of brilliant sword-play which he obviously enjoys, Yet 
Kingston-on-Thames.— Bishop's Hall —6.30, Mrs. M. Gordon, he is not a Spiritualist or а violent partisan. He treats the 
address and clairvoyance. | subject in a-truly scientific spirit, and is anxious only to get 
Reading.—Spiritual Mission, 16, Blagrave-street.— at the truth—to follow the facts without prejudice. * CUP 
1140 and 6.45, Mr. A. Punter. Wednesday, Mr. Street, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle contributes a six-page Introduct 
on oa. 1 PI andit Hall. Vill 1 tion, describing his own attitude, and giving interesting y a 
'оогипеһ amc umstead.—Perseverance Hall, Villas-rd., ersonal details of a visit to the author. | 
Plimstead.—7, Mr. B. Wilkins. Wednesday, 8, Mr. E. э QU ENO RNC VIN di cxi í | И 


Hickman, address ; President, J. Lewis Wallis, psychometry. 
Camberwell Masonic Hall.—11, Mrs. С. О. Hadley; 6.30, 
Mrs. Beaumont-Sigall. April 6th, 6.30, Mr. Nickels, of 
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Luton. | Doyle. India. 
Battersea,—45, St. John’s Hill, Claph am Junction Antecedents of Modern Spirit- Ghosts. 
11.15, circle service; 6.30, Mrs. Mary Crowder. April 3rd, ualism. On Evidence, Proof,, and 
90, Д Ellen Conroy, M.A., lantern lecture, “ Symbols Swedenborg. Belief 
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nn Cloth, 260 pages, 8s. nett post free. 

‚ А SPIRITUALIST WEDDING.—A very interesting event has OFFICE or ‘‘Licut,’’ 6, QUEEN Square, LONDON, W.C. 1. 


taken place in connection with the Brighton Spiritualist 
rotherhood, viz., the wedding of two members of the Society 


— ал Rose, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Goodwin (Mr. Ss T E A D T H E M A N = | 


Goodwin is president of the society), and William S. Willmer, 


ee 


fom s 


R.N. There were four ыы of the Ene au Mr. PERSONAL REMINISCENCES. | 4 
Fred. Silvester, R.N., acted as best man. After the cere- P - 

mony before the Registrar, the party drove to the Old Steine By EDITH K. HAR ER | 
Hall, where, in the presence of a large gathering of members With Introduction by Major-General Sir Alfred 


and friends, a very bright service followed, in which Mr. 


E. Turner, K.C.B. yl 
Goodwin, Mrs. Neville, Mrs. Marriott and Mrs. Bloodworth чы " 
4 
(of London) took part. rs x This volume deals especially with the last few years of his di 
“ Subdue the angry by friendliness; overcome evil with life. D particular, his WES in the field of Psychical 
00d, conquer those that are greedy by liberality, and the Research are fully and exhaustively dealt with. The portrait [| 
iar ith, the speech of truth." DHAMMAPADA (From presented is that of a man of forceful originality and chivalrous | 
“Totus Blossoms.” Price 734. post free.) self-devotion, whose two ruling passions were an ardent love V 
Suxpay, March 30th, 7 p.m. Mr. D. B. JAYATILAKA, B.A., for his fellow-men and an intense realisation of the constant | 
e Pilgrimage,” at 43, Penywern Road (near Earl’s Court | presence of a spiritual world as real and as warmly pulsing , 
Station). with life as the world of flesh and blood around us. 
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